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\ © His “Wacncat the Right Piaaneabis Sir Ronatp Craururp Munro i a a Me 
‘ ‘Most Honorable Privy Council, Knight Grand Cross of the Mos 
vy fi Udon of Saint Michael and Saint George, and Commis aieeaantsis 

“sited Bata of Australia. 


- The Honorable Alexander Poynton (4th February, 1920). 


- The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom. (27th March, 1918). 


Frrsr Session. eek, 










The Right Honorable William Morris Hughes, P.C., K.C. 

The Right Honorable Sir Josenh Cook, P.C., G.C.M.G. 

The Right Honorable Lord Forrest, P. 05 -O.M.G, f 
Succeeded by at 

The’ Right ‘Honorable William Alexander ‘Watt, B. C.(27th March, 918; 

The Honorable George Foster Pearce. ah. 

The Honorable Edward David Millen. 

The Right Honorable William Alexander Watt, POC. 
Sueceeded by 


The Honorable Patrick McMahon Glynn, KC. ttt - 
Sueceeded by 


The Honorable Jens August Jensen.7 
Succeeded by 
The Right Honorable William Alexander Watt, BO. (3th 
1918), 
Succeeded he es 
The Honorable Walter Massy Greene ith Fannary, 1918) 
The Honorable William Webster. TTT: 
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The Honorable George Henry Wise (4th Hebravey, eae pean Saat 
The Honorable Littieton Ernest Groom. ; 
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The Honorable Edward John Russell (27th March, 1918), " 
The Honorable Edward John Russell. 
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The Honorable Alexander Poynton. ; 
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The Honorable George Henry Wise. ae 
Appointed Postmaster-General, 4th February, 1920, 
The Honorable Walter Massy Greene. ; 
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PARLIAMENT CONVENED. 


~ EIGHTH PARLIAMENT—FIRST SESSION. “~ 


(Gazette No. 20, 1920.) 


Parliament was convened by the following Proclamation :— 


- PROCLAMATION 


By His Excellency the Right Honorable Sir Ronatp Craururp 

t Munro Frreusoy, a Member of His Majesty's Most Honorable 
COMMONWBALTH OF Bic . . fe Se ‘ 

TE EE Privy Council, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Distinguished 

R. M. FERGUSON, Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, Governor-General 

Governor-General. 


and. Commander-in-Chief in and over the Conimonwealth of 
Australia : 


Wuerkas by the Commonwealth of Australia Constitution Act it is amongst other 
things enacted that the Governor-General may appoint such times for holding the — 
Sessions of the Parliament as he thinks fit: Now therefore I, Sir Ronald Craufurd 
~ Munro F erguson, the Governor-General aforesaid, in exercise of the power conferred by 
the said Act, do by this my Proclamation appoint Thursday, the twenty-sixth day of 
February, One thousand nine hundred and twenty, as the day for the said Parliament 
to assemble and be holden for the despatch of divers urgent and important affairs. 
And all Senators and Members of the House of Representatives are hereby required 
to give their attendance accordingly in the building known as the Houses of Parliament, 
situate in Spring-street, in the City of Melbourne, at the hour of half-past Ten o’clock 
a.m., On the said Thursday, the twenty-sixth day of February, One thousand nine 
hundred and twenty. 


~ Given under my Hand and the Seal of the Commonwealth of Australia — 
aforesaid’ this eighteenth day of February, in the year of our Lord One 
thousand nine hundred and twenty, in the tenth year of His Majesty’s 


reign. 
By His Excellency’s Command, 


(0.8. } 02 LITTLETON E. GROOM, 
for Prime Minister. 


Gop SAVE THE KING! 
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALLA. 


PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES. 


Hirst Session of the Gighth Marliament, 


Tae Seventh Parliament was prorogued on 28th October, 1919, until the 3rd November, 


1919. 


1919, and honorable senators were discharged from attendance on that date. 
Parliament was convened for the despatch of business on 


First Session commenced on that day. 


Senate. 


Thursday, 26 February, 1920. 





OPENING OF PARLIAMENT. 


» The Senate met at 10.30 a.m., pursuant 
to the proclamation of His Excealency the 
Governor-General, and the. President 
(Senator the Hon. T. Givens) took the 
- ehair, 
The CieRK read the proclamation. 
\ > The Deputies appointed by His Ex- 
cellency the Governor-General for the 
‘opening of Parliament, the Honorable 
' Adrian Knox, C.M.G., Chief Justice of 
the High Gourt of Australia, and the 


’ Honorable Isaac Alfred Tada, a Justice 


of the High Court of Australia, having 
been announced by the Usher of the 
Black Rod, entered the chamber and took 
their seats on the dais, 

The Sentor Deputy directed the Usher 
to desire the attendance of the members 
of the House of Representatives, who 
being come, 
The SENIOR DEPUTY said— 


GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE AND GENTLE- 
MEN OF THE House oF REPRESEN- 
TATIVES : 

His Ercelloncy the Governor-General, 
not thinking fit to be present in person at 
this time, has been pleased to cause letters 

_ patent to issue under ths Great Seal of 

- the Commonwealth constituting us his 


The House of Representatives was dissolved by pponlgrantion on 3lst October, 


The Eighth 
26th February, 1920, and the 


Deputies to do in his name all that is 
necessary to be performed in declaring 
this Parliament open, as will more fully 
appear from the letters patent which will 
now be read. 

The letters patent having been read 
by the Clerk, 


The SENIOR, DEPUTY said-—— 


GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE AND GENTLE- 
MEN OF THE House oF REPRESENTA- 
TIVES : 


We have it in command from’ the 
Governor-General to let you know that 
as soon as the members of the House of 
Representatives shall have been sworn, 
the causes of His Excellency caling this 
Parliament will be declared by him in 
person at this place; and it being neces- 
sary that a Speaker of the House of Re- 
presentatives shall be first chosen, you, 
Gentlemen of the House of Representa- 
tives, wil retire to the place where you 
are to sit and there proceed to the choice 
of some proper person to be your Speaker ; 
and thereafter you will present the per- 
son whom you shall so choose to His Ex- 
ceilency at such time and place as he 
shal, appoint. 

His Honour Mr. Justice Isaacs will at- 
tend in the House of Representatives for 
the purpose of administering the oath, or 
affirmation, of allegiance to the members 
of that House. 

‘The Deputies, and the members of the 
House of Representatives having retired, 


Governor-Generalis 





| REPRESENTATION OF TASMANIA. 

‘The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens) announced that under section 
_ 15 of the Constitution, the place of Sena- 
» tor Edward Mulcahy became vacant on 
13th December last, and that by a writ 
forwarded by the ‘Governor- General on 
\ dist November, 1919, it appeared that the 


said Edward Mulcahy had been elected to 
‘hold the place. 


Setting suspended from 10.45 a.m, to 
3 p.m. 
The Senate having resumed, 


GOVERNOR-GENERAL’S SPEECH. 


His ExceLLency tas Governor-GEne- 
RAL entered the Chamber and took the 
chair. A message was forwarded to the 
House of Representatives intimating that 
His Excel.ency desired the attendance of 
honorable members in the Senate Cham- 
ber forthwith, who, being come with their 
Speaker, 

His Exce.tency was pleased to deliver 
the following speech :— 

GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE AND 
GENTLEMEN OF THE House oF REPRE- 
SENTATIVES ,— 

You have been summoned to deal with 
matters of urgency and importance to 
the people of Australia. 

The state of war with Germany was 
happily brought to an end on 10th 
January by the final ratification of the 
Treaty of Peace. 

_ Simultaneously with the ratification the 

League of Nations was created. The 
establishment of the League heralds a 
new era in international relations, and 
symbolizes a new spirit in the treatment 
of international questions. It creates 
machinery whereby peace and justice may 
become more widely effective, and mili- 
tary force and military ambition be re- 
strained. 

The early decision of the United States 
of America to share in the responsibilities 
of the League is earnestly hoped for. 

The mandate to the Commonwealth to 
administer the territories in the Pacific, 
south of the equator, captured by, Aus- 


[SENATE.] 


tralian naval and military forces, hap 
been delayed by the postponement of . 


the ratification of the treaty with Ger- — 


many, but its early i issue is expected, and 
my Ministers will introduce legislation 
providing for the adoption and eae 
of the mandate. 

It is ‘a matter for great cratification 
to. the Government, a sentiment which I 
am sure-is general throughout the com-. 
munity, that arrangements have heen 
made for His Royal Highness the Prince 


of Wales to visit the Commonwealth in 


May next. 

In the name of the people of Australia, 
IT give His Royal Highness the assurance 
of a joyous and loyal welcome. 

The revenue of the current financial 


year is satisfactory, and the expenditure 
of the Public Services is proceed Mg with — 


due ‘regard to economy. 


~ Despite the inevitable dislocation of 


transport end commerce caused by the 
war, and the unhappy influence of the 


drought, production ‘and enterprise — 
within the Commonwealth are vigorous. — 
Though fighting has ‘ceased, much ~ 


money.is still needed to ‘meet obligations” 
The loan moneys — 


arising out of the war. 
in hand «suffice for immediate require- 
ments, but the Government will be 
obliged to give early consideration to the 
question of.raising additional loan funds. 
Conditions following upon the war 
make it desirable that the usefulness’ of 
the Commonwealth Bank »+shall be eX- 
tended, and proposals to effect this will 
be submitted for your approval. 7 
‘The great increase in the price of silver 
bullion and other post-war circumstances 


render it necessary to reduce the finenes3 





of oui silver coinage and to issue notes of 


smaller denomination. 


before you. 
It is the intention of my advaneee to 


apvoint at an early date a Royal Com- — a 
/mission to consider the whole incidence _ 


of Commonwealth taxation. 


The requisite * 
authority for these changes will be em- — 
bodied in measures which will be brought etl 















; Grvernor-Genera’ 
Ministers wi floated much at- 


~ Customs and Excise Tariffs, and measures 
calculated to stabilize and extend the in- 
ae dustries ‘of Australia will be laid before 
you. 


oe for the future defence of 

es ~ Australia are receiving the earnest con- 

sideration of my Advisers, and propesals 
suggested by the experience of war and 
by the new international situation will, 

in due course, be submitted for your con- 
sideration. _ 


es record with «pleasure. the visit he Aus- 
ae of General Sir William Birdwood, 
he SOM: G..? KC. B .K.C.S.1., 
EAB | D.S.0., who commanded the 
Pactusdans Pores with such distinction 
_ throughout the war. 





pea Ay Ministers will invite Parliament to 
k, a _ express the thanks of the people of the 
if - Commonwealth to the Navy and Army 

Aa ‘for their ang services in the great 
war. 





' TON Bau order to encourage aviation, the 

Government offered a prize of £10,000 
ur for a flight, in a machine manned by 
2 _ Australians, from Great Britain to Aus- 
i tralia in thirty days. 















. ‘The people of ‘Australia hail with ad- 
elke ¢ and pride the magnificent 
achievement of Captain Sir Ross Smith 
_ and his gallant comrades. They have 
nt added fresh lustre to the-name of Aus- 
tralia, and have written an indelible page 
nob only in our history, but in that ot 
the Empire and of civilization: 


oy 
ar 
bat 
im 





ee ‘My Ministers are deeply impressed with 
the’ necessity of substantially increasing 
; “the population of the Commonwealth by 
the encouragement of suitable schemes of 
NS immigration, and your sanction of the 
: proposals of the Government will be 


at 


Ah ag i 


[26 Teena: 1920.] 


trie to a revision of the existing 



















moning 4 a. Convention, representin 
people and the Parliaments of the 
monwealth and the States, for the 
vision. of the National Constitution, 
A Bill for the payment of a 
erautity to members of the Australi 
Expeditionary Force will be submitt 
for, your early consideration. 3 
It is.also proposed to seek your acqui 
scence to a Bill to amend the Repatriatio 
Act, with a view’ to facilitating its ad 
ministration by the co-ordination of de- 
partmental activities for the restoration 
of our seldiers and sailors to civil life. 
Financial and business disorganization 
continues as a result of war, and the task 
of restoring normal conditions is great. 
There is a dearth of world products and 
shipping, with consequent dislocation of 
commerce and industry. 


The Government policy is at the earliest 
moment to divest itself of the present 
pools and controls, and thus permit the 
trade of the Commonwealth to revert ‘to 
non-governmental channels, while afford- 
ing the primary preducers every possible 
assistance in extending the co-operative 
organization of their important interests. 

My Ministers are giving careful con- 
sideration to proposals for worthily com- 
memorating the illustrious deeds of the 
Australian Forces in the great war by 
the erection of -national memorials in 
Australia and in those lands where their 
efforts contributed so much to crown the 
Allied arms with victory. 


My Ministers will introduce a measure 


~to amend,the law relating to the pre- 


vention and for the settlement of those 
industrial. disputes which come within 
the jurisdiction of the Commonwealth, 
and to give effect to the principle of a 


basic wage. 


- With the object of stimulating the 
steady development of the resources. of 
the Commonwealth, the Government will 
seek authority for the prosecution of a 
public works policy compatible with the 
fmancial position of the country. 





Governor-Gneral's Speech. 





Advisers propose to invite the re- 
ntatives of the States who are 
ies to the River Murray Waters 
ement to confer with the Govern- 
t of the Commenwealth with a view 
expediting that great national work. 
ow that the war is over, stzps will 
taken to further the plan for the 
stablishment of the Federal Capital. 

It is proposed to appcint a Ccmmission 
o report on the stages to be fo lowed; 
and the methods to be employed to de- 
velop the resources of the Federal] Terri- 
} tory and reduce the financial burden upon 
the Commonwealth. 


A Bill will be intreduced providing for 


Public Service. 


Ministers propose to proceed with the 
Bill to constitute an Institute of: Science 
and Industry. 


Proposals for the co-ordination and 
further development of the ship-build ng 
industry will be laid before you. 

It is proposed to introduce Bills deal- 
ing with the following matters:— 

Finance. 
The Inter-State Commission. 
The Bureau of Commerce and In- 
dustry, 
The Commonwealth Shipping Line. 
War Indemnity. 
Territorial Representation. 
Aviation. 
Naturalization. 
Health, and Maternity Athewenee 
Customs, 
_ Crimes. 


Commending your deliberations to the 
guidance of Divine Providence, I now 
leave vou to the discharge of your high 
and honcrable duties. 

His Excertency tur Governor-Gener- 
RAL and the members of the House of Re- 
presentatives having retired, 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 


T. Givens) took the chair at 3.20 p.m., 
and read prayers. 


[SENATE.] 


the better reculation and contro] of the 


Assent to Bi.ls. 













ASSENT TO BILLS. 


Assent to the following Bills of last 
session reported :— 

Nauru Island Agreement Act 19195 <3 Ne ae 

Income Tax Act “1919. 

Land Tax Act 1919. 

Entertainments Tax Act 1919. 

Appropriation (Works and Buildings) Act 
1919-20. 

Loan Aci “1919. 

Referendum (Constitution Alteration) Act 
1919, 

Matrimonial Causes (Expeditionary Forces) 
Act 1919. 

Sugar Industry Commission Act 1919. 

Customs Tariff Validation Act 1919. 

Excise Tariff Validation Act 1919. 

Tasmanian Loan Redemption Act 1919, 

Treaty of Peace Act 1919. 

Supply Act (No. 3) 1919-20. 

Invalid and Old-age Pensions Act 1919. 

Deveased Soldiers’ Estates Act 1919. 

Northern Territory Acceptance Act 1919” 

Loans Securities Act 1919. 

Termination of the Present War (Definition) 
Act 1919. 

Land Mining Shares and Shipping Act 1919. 

War Service Homes Act 1919. | 

Commonwealth Electoral (War-time) Act 
1919. 

Legal Proceedings Control Act 1919, 

Commonwealth Electoral Act 1919. 


NAVIGATION BILL. 
The PRESIDENT.—I have also to 


announce the receipt of a message from 

the Governor-General, intimating that~ 
the Navigation Bill having been pre- 
sented to H's Excellency for the Royal 
assent, His Excellency’ has reserved the 
said Bill for the signification of Hus 
Majesty’s pleasure. <A further message 

has since been received from His Exeel- — 
leney the Governor-General, intimating 

that the Navigation Bill 1919, which was 
reserved for the signification of His 
Majesty’s pleasure, has been laid before — 
His Majesty in Council, and His Majesty 
has, by an Order in Council, dated 25th 
N avember, 1919, given his assent to the 
proposed law. . His Excellency has caused 

a proclamation to be published in the 
Government Gazette, dated 20th De- © 
cember, 1919, announcing His Majesty's ine 
approval. ih 


THE LATE GENERAL LOUIS” 

i UBOT FAS Xf 

The FPRESIDENT.—I have to ihe Sitpee 
the Senate that, in reply to the resolution 

passed by this Chamber on the occasion — 
of the death of the Right Honorable Gene- 


y 


ral Louis Botha, I have received from Mrs. 













> 


t of her family for the sympathy 
1e Senate in their bereavement. 
also received _ a letter from the 


Cae ke the jee of the Senate 
he occasion of the death of the Right 
H ae Louis Botha. 























Ss ‘MIN ISTERIAL CHANGES. 
ne ‘Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
Sister for Repatriation) [38.25].—I 


: - desire to announce that, consequent upoy 
the ‘resignations of the Honorable P. 
> MeM. Glynn and the Honorable W. 
_ Webster, who held the portfolios of 
- Minister for Home and_ Territories 
and Postmaster-General respectively, His 
; _ Excellency the Governor-General has 
_ been pleased to appoint the Honorable 
A. Poynton as Minister for Home and 
"Territories, and the Honorable G. H. 
Wise as Postmaster-General. His Excel- 
lency has also approved of the appoint- 
“ments of Major-General Sir Grariville 
Ryrie and Mr. W. H. Laird Smith as 
aa Ministers. 


DEATH OF SIR EDMUND 
BARTON. 


| ‘Senator MILLEN (New South Wales: 

ee ae for eeneron [3.96]. —I 
ask the leave of the Senate to submit a 
‘motion jn connexion with the death of 
ha the late Sir Edmund Barton. 


it Leave gra nted. 


i ‘Senator MILLEN. —I beg to submit 
ht for’ the consideration, and I feel satisfied 
the sympathetic assent, of this Chamber 
the: following motion :— 


; That ‘this Senate places on record its pro- 
\ fovinds ‘yeoret at the loss the Commonwealth 
has — sustained in the death of the late 
Richt. ‘Honorable Sir Edmund Barton, P.C., 
G.0.M.G., and its sincere appreciation of 
the — “eminent public services rendered by 
him as a Minister of the Crown for the 
er “New South Wales, as a member 

1 , Federal Convention, as first Prime Min- 
ister of the Commonwealth, 
f the High Court of Australia, This Senate 
tenders its deepest sympathy to Lady Barton 
and the members of her family in their be- 
reg vement. | 


submitting bis motion I would lke 


support it by a few brief references to 
een career of the deceased 


sane ‘ay x Wu 





ee ‘Peorvany, 192 £0.14 


ao lottem “conveying Fie Reatitade” Sr Baad Barton there pass 


tional history of Australia at a pe 


_of Attorney-General in one of the Dibbs 


and as a Judge. 


stood endeared to all by his personal 
qualities. 
Rite Se ae as deep as his knowledge was 





"Sir Edmund Barto 


another ef those strong outstandi 
sonalities who, by theie intellect 
patriotism, and their wide vision, 
much to shape and direct the co 










































epoch in its national life. A nat 
Australia, Sir Edmund Barton, i 
best sense of the word, loved his cou 
and from a very early period in his c 
set himse'f to work to serve it. He 
it his best, and how great was that t 
Even in his school days his giant inte 
commenced to reveal itself, and 
minated in his attaining his Master 
Arts degree with honours at the early ¢ 
of 21 years at the University of Sydn 
His outstanding abilities enabled h 
with marked rapidity and consumma 
ease to take a very prominent position 
the public life of his State. in the servic 
of which, with great distinction, he fille 
the position of Speaker in the Legislatiy 
Assembly for some years, and also that 


Governments. But with his great attain- 
ments he was not content to be confined to. 
the mere field of party politics. A bigger 
and nobler ideal took possession of his 
mind, and that was the consummation of 
Australian. Union. This called him to the 
inspiring task of nationhood, to the bring- 
ing about of that condition which was so 
well described in his own words—* A con-. 
tinent for a nation and a nation for a 
continent.” Has great labours as a pro- 
phet calling to the people, and later as a 
statesman and constitutional lawyer im 
the Federal Convention, helping to frame 
the Constitution Bill, and then promot- 
ing its later stages until it became law, 
and in so doing welding six separate States 
into one united nation, are we'l known. 
They are history, and they will live. In 
view of these labours, it was more than 
fitting that he should be called to be the 
first Prime Minister of the Common- 
wealth. In the discharge of the duties of 
that office his creat ability and sound 
judgment did much to smooth the diffi- 
culties inseparable from the transition 
from the old order to the new. As 2 
member of the High Court his very wide 
constitutional knowledge enabled him to 
expound the Constitution he had so earn- 
estly laboured to secure. As a man he 
his 


Courteous and kindly. 

















Death of 


ade acquaintance with him count 
ivilege. His death, therefore, stands 
ersonal as well as a national! loss. 
wn feelings bear ample witness to 
rmer, whilst this motion will place 
atter upon record. A fhan big in 
worthy respect has-gone from ws, 
we record our loss and extend our 
‘felt sympathy to his sorrowing rela- 


nator GARDINER (New South 
les) [3.30].—I second the motion, and 
most sincerely with the Leader of 
Government (Senator. Millen) in the 
timents he expressed. It was my privi- 
re nearly twenty-nine years ago to sit in 
@ Legislative Assembly of New South 
ales, in which the late Sir Edmund 
rarton, then at the height of his powers, 
vay at the time one of the chief figures. 
[, too, recall with pleasure, as an Aus- 
ralian, his whole-hearted work» and love 
for his own country. , I remember with 
price and pleasure, although politically 
an opponent, how in the State in which 
his great influence was directed towards 
the bringine about of the Federal Union, 
he was endeared to the people. TI like to 


/ 


think of him best as they then im their, 


exultation and excitement proclaimed 
him to Australia’s noblest ‘son. As 
Senator Millen has said, he lives in his- 
tory, and his life is interwoven with the 
bringing into existence of the Constitu- 
tion that will for all time stand for the 
government of the free Australian people 
that I know he loved so well. We here 
/ recognise his great services first to his 
facil in its Assemblv as Speaker, a posi- 
tion that he adorned, and on the floor of 
the ane and in the Government, 
and then again in that. mighty task of 
moulding the Constitution which was to 
be the instrument of government for Aus- 
tralia. We Australians felt proud when 
we saw him chosen at the Convention as 
its Leader to take charge of the Bill, with 
so many giant intellects around him, and 
a multitude of little. difficulties to be 
settled. ‘We know that in public life it 
is sometimes the little things that need 
the most care and skill to handle. © We 
look ‘back with pleasure on Sir Edmund 
Barton’s statesmanship in charge of 
the measure at the» Convention, ad 
on his life as the distinguished 
Prime Minister of Australia in the 
first Parliament. We then ‘saw him 
translated ‘to ‘the High Court Bench, and 
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loved of the Australian people. 


Sip Edouend Berton 


now we find that he closed his careér be- 


that it is indeed a privilege to joi with 
the Leader of the Government in this 
Chamber in expressing, not only the loss 


experienced by the people of Australia, — 


but also, in-the most sincere language, 
our sense of the great personal loss sus- 
tained by the members of his family. 


Question resolved in the affirmative, 
honorable, senators standing in their 
places, 


The PRESIDENT (Senatow the Hon. 


T. Givens ).—In accordance with the usual 
“practice and the desire of the Senate, a 


T feel 


copy of the motion will be forwarded to 


Lady Barton. 


COMMITTER OF DISPUTED 


RETURNS AND - QUALIFICATIONS. » 
The PRESIDENT laid on the table his © 


warrant appointing the following .sena- 
tors as the Committee of Disputed Re- 
turns and Qualifications :—Senators 
Barnes, Keating, Liynch, Maughan, 
O’Keefe, Pratten, and Senior. | 


TEMPORARY CHATRMEN ‘OF 
COMMITTEES.> | 


The PRESIDENT laid on the table his 
warrant nominating Senators Bakhap, 
Buzacott, McDougall, and Newland a 


panel to act as Temporary Chairmen of — 


Committees when requested so to do by 
the Chairman of Committees, or when he 
ig absent. : ean 


REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE. 


The PRESIDENT laid on the table 


the Treasurer’s statement of receipts and 
expenditure for the ‘year 
June, 1919, together with the sik 
the Auditor-General thereon. 


f 


Sitting suspended from 8.85 to 4.15 p.m. 


PAPERS. 


The following papers were presented toe” 


Kstimates of Receipts and Wxpenditure for 


the year ending 30th June, 1920. ‘ 


Norfolk Island—Report of the Administrator 


for the year ended 30th June, 1919. 
Wool— 


= 


ended 30th — 


Statistical Bulletin No. 2, Wool Season 


1918-19, prepared by Central Wool Com- 
‘mittee. 
Supplement to Statistical Bulletin No. 2. 


Papers. 


[26 Fesruary, 1920.] 


Papers. 





Papers presented to British. Parlia- 
ment— | 


Afghanistan—Papers teas Hostilities, 
, LPL. 
Arbitration (Public Service) Act—Orders 


of the Commonwealth Court of Concilia- 
tion and Arbitration, and other do uments, 
in connexion with awards or- variation of 
awards in the following cases:— 
Australian Commonwealth Post ~ and 
‘Telegraph Officers’ Associatioa—Dated 
19th December, 1919. (2 cases). 


’ Australian Commonwealth Post and 
Telegraph Officers’ Association and 
‘Commonwealth Postmasters’ Associa- 


tion—Dated 19th December, 1919. 

Australian Commonwealth Public Ser- 
vice Clerical Association— 

Dated 19th December, 1919 (2 cases). 

- Dated 24th December, 1919. 

Australian Letter Carriers’ Association 
—Dated 19th December, 1919 (2 
cases ). 

Australian Postal Electricians’ 
—Dated 19th December, 191y. 

Australian Postal Linesmen’s Union— 
Dated 19th December, 191y> 

Commonwealth General Division Tele- 
phone Officers’ Association—Dated 19th 
December, 1919. 

Commonwealth Publie Service Artisans’ 
Association—Dated 19th ‘December, 
1999). * 

Federated Public Service Assistants’ As- 
soviation of Australia—Dated 19th 
December, 1919 (4 cases). 

General Division Officers’ Union of the 
Jrade and. Customs Department of 
Australia—Dated 19th December, 1919 
(2 cases). 

Postal Sorters’ 

: Dated 19th December, 1919. 

Audit Act—Transfers of amounts approved 
_by the Governor-General in Council— 
Financial Year 1918-19— . ; 

Dated 12th November, 1919. 

‘Dated 14th January, 1920. 

Contract Immigrants Act—Return for 1919, 
respecting Contract Immigrants admitted 
or refused admission into the Common- 
wealth, &e. 

Customs Act— 

Proclamation prohibiting importation (ex- 
cept under certain conditions) of Absolute 
Alcohol and other goods. . 

Picclimidtions prohibiting exportation 
(except under certain conditions) of— 

Birds of Paradise and their Plumage. 

British and Australian Silver Coin. 

Cinematocraph Films. 

Dried Fruits. 

Goods to Germany, Austria-Hungary, 
Turkey, and Bulgaria. 

Trade Spirits and certain Beverages. 

Woollen Fabrics and, Yarns. 

Reanlations amepded.—Statutory Rules 
1919, No. 243. 

Dardanelles Commission—Final Report. 

Defence Act— 

Royal Militarv College of Australia.—Re- 
port for 1918-19. ‘ 

& 


Union 


Team! ttf » 


Union of Australia— 


Regulations 
1919, Nos. 252, 258, 254, 255, 266, 
268, 269, 270, 271, 272, 
1920, Nos, 3, 4, 5, 14, 26. 

Electoral Act—Regulations 
Statutory Rules 1919, No. 262. 

Electoral Act and Referendum 
tion Alteration). Act — Regulations 
amended—Statutory Rules 1919, Nos. 229, 
260, 276. ; 

Electoral (War-time) Act—Reeulations 
amended.—Statutory Rules 1919, Nos. 259, 
285, 287. 

Immigration Act.—Return for 1919 respect- 
ing persons admitted or refused admission 
into the Commonwealth, &e. 

Income Tax—Royal Commission—Minutes of 
Evidence with Appendices— 

Second Instalment, 
Third Instalment. 
Fourth Installment. 
Fifth Instalment. 

Lands Acquisition Act—Land acquired at— 
. Alpha, Queensland—For Postal purposes, 
Brighton, Victoria—For. War Service 

Homes purposes. 

Hobart, Tasmania.—For Repatriation» pur- 
poses. 

Rupanyup, Victoria—For Postal purposes, 

Stanthorpe, Queensland.—For Defence pur- 
poses. 

Sunshine,’ Victoria— For 
Homes purposes. 


6, 267, 
273, 282, 283; 


amended.— 


War Service 


Tamworth, New South — Walee: —For De- 


fence purposes. 


National Relief Fund—Report,. on Admini-: 


stration up to 30th June, 1919. 
Naturalization Act—Return of Persons to 
whom Naturalization Certificates, were 
granted during 1919. 
Naval Defence Act 1910-1918—Regulations 
amended.—Statutory Rules 1919, Nos. 248, 
284, 297, 298. 


Northern Territory—Ordinances of 1919—_ 


No. 11—Deputy Administrator (No. 2). 

No. 12.—Justices’ Appeals. (No, 2). 
\Papua—Ordinances of 1919— 

No. 5.—Appropriation, 1919-20. 

No. 9.—Native Labour. 

Patents Act—Regulations amended.—Statu- 
tory Rules 1919, No. 239. 

Peace Proposals made by His Holiness the 
Pope to the Belligerent Powers on August 
1, 1917, and Correspondence relative there- 
to. 

Post and Telegraph _ Act—Regulations 
amended. gipaiec ies Rules 1919, Nos. 247, 
249, 257, 279, 280, 281, 291, 292; 1920, 

*Nos..1, 6515; Bae 

Public Service Act— 

Appointments, Promotions, &¢— 
Prime Minister’s Department—J. Mundy, 
EK. L. Piesse, G. A. W Sie 
Department of the 
Hamilton, J. H. B. Guthborteins C. P 
McKinnon, A. E. Hayes, and H, B. 
Jackson, : 
Attorney-General’s 
Stewart. 





Department—M. M. 


Li 


amended.—Statutory . Rules — 


(Constitu- e 


eaten 
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Department of Trade and Customs—M. 
J. Holmes. 

Departnient of Works and Railways—C. 
S. Daley. 

Postmaster-General’s Department—G. L. 
Berrie, A. M. Cameron, J. R. McDon- 
ald, and A. H. Moseley. 

List of Permanent Officers of the Common- 
wealth Public Service as on 30th June, 
1919. 

Regulations 
1919, Nos. 
1920,. Nos...9, 10, 

Railways Act— 
By-law No. 12. 
By-law No. 13. 

Territory for the Seat of Government—Ordi- 

nances of 1919— 

No. 6.—Rabbit Destruction. 

No. 7.—Leases. 

‘Treaties and Agreements, &c., signed. at 

Saint-Germain-en-Laye, September 10, 


atnended.— Statutory Rules 
246, 256, 258, 264,275, 286; 
1 AY 7A | ER al ET yay oes 


1919, between— 

The Allied and Associated Powers and 
Austria. 

The Principal Allied and Associated 
Powers and the Serb-Croat-Sloyene 
State. 

The Principal Allied and Associated 


Powers and. Czecho-Slevakia. 

The Allied and Associated Powers, with 
regard to the contributions to the cost 
of liberation of the territories of the 
former Austro-Hungarian Monarchy. 

The Aled and Associated Powers, with 
regard to the Italian Repatriation Pay- 
ments. 

War Precautions Act 1914-1918—Regulations 
amended.—Statutory Rules 1919, No. 250. 

War Precautyons Act and Moratorium Act— 
Regulations amended.—Statutory Rules, 
1919, Nos. 251 261. 

War Service Homes Act.—Land acquired for 
Wiar Service Homes purposes at— 

Adamstown, New South Wales. 

Belmore, New South Wales. 

Bulimba, Queensland. 

Coburg West, Victoria. 

Concord, New South 
fications) . 

Drummoyne, New South Wales. 

Kelvin Grove, Queensland. 

Malvern, Victoria. 

Moonah, Tasmania. 

Newcastle, New South Wales. 

Yeerongpilly, Queensland. 


MARINE ENGINEERS’ STRIKE. 

Senator KEATING.—Is the Minister 
representing the Prime Minister in a 
position to make any announcement with 
regard to the expected termination of the 
marine engineers’ strike, and can he state 


Wales (two noti- 


when the normal inter-State steam-ship 


service is likely to be restored ? 

Senator MILLEN.—I have no infor- 
mation other than that which has been 
already published. 
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GOVERN OR-GENERAL’ S SPEECH: 
ADDRESS-IN-REPLY. 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens) —TI have to’ report/ that 
His Excellency the Governor-General 
was pleased to deliver his speech to Par- 
liament this afternoon, and, as honorable 
senators have already been ‘supplied with 
a copy.of it, I do not think it necessary 
for me to read it again. I therefore 
content myself with reporting it to the 
Senate. 

Senator LYNCH (Western Austtalia) 
|4.27].—It is my duty to move— 

That the following Address- in-Reply be 
agreed to:— 

“Jo His Bacellency the Governor-General. 
May it PLease Your EXCELLENCY: 

We, the 
Australia, in Partiament assembled, desire to 


express our loyalty to . our Most | Gracious 
Sovereign, and to thank Your Excellency for 


the Speech which you have been in tie re 


address to Parliament. 
As one who has had rather an aed 


experience in public life, I have hitherto — 


regarded the debate on a Speech of this 


nature as superfluous, for the reason that, 
in my opinion, the Speech is merely a 


recital of the intentions of the Govern- 
ment, or a specification of duties which 
they propose to perform during the en- 
suing session of Parliament. I have held 
the view that when Bills mentioned in the 
Speech come up for discussion in this 

Jhamber, we could then apply ourselves 
to their consideration and dissection, and 
thus save much of the time which is 
taken up by an Address-in-Reply debate. 
I held that opinion for a number of years, 
but [ am now inclined to modify it, for 
the reason that my experience in public 
life, extending over a dozen; years, 
has taught me that, just as in the brutal 


art of war we have heard applied the © 
maxim that it takes a ton of lead to kill ~ 
a man, so in the political arena it takes — 


reams and reams of printed matter, and 


requires hours and days of speech-making, — rs 
to hammer out in debate what is ea 
intended to be done by an Act of Parlia- — 


ment. Therefore, while hitherto I have’ 
regarded the Address-in-Reply debate as 
superfluous, and much in the nature of a 


fifth wheel to a coach, I have lately come | 
to consider it as a necessary part of our 


airtel | “ Be 


Senate of the Commonweaten of i 
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parliamentary procedure to insure the , He 


ripening of public thought and the con- 4 i 


summation of au publie will. 










el a 


7 Be e ‘ore wie 6 ae a men- 

: _ tione ‘in His Excellency’s Speech, I wish ' 
to take this opportunity to congratulate 

| you, sir, on your re-election as a sena- 
; “ator for. Guconslard: As one who has had 
the privilege of your personal  ac- 

‘2 quaintance here, and been engaged in de- 

i _bate under your direction, I say, without 

_ “pretence to flattery, that your return to 
_ this Chamber indicates that the people 


. Ce ote Queensland have recognised your great 


services to that State and vindicated your 
selection as a candidate for Queensland. 
Reale have also to. congratulate the Leader 
of - the Government in this Chamber 
; Senator Millen) upon his triumphant re- 
turn to this Parliament after the fiery 
ordeal of 13th December. As one who 
took a hand in that. combat, I may 
| _ state. that whilst I never had any mis- 
hee givings as to the outcome, there were 
_ times when we thought that the people of 
Australia might, by some misadyenture, 
record a decision against the Govern. 
ment. But as the contest waxed hotter 
it became apparent that the results fore- 
shadowed were about to be realized, and 
that the Government would be more 
strongly entrenched than ever on the 
g Treasury bench. J therefore  con- 
gratulate the Leader of the Senate and 
hee eae supporters upon their return. 
Baal er Baxuap.—Do not forget your- 
ae self. We are all glad to see you back 
| oe LYN OH. —Mark Twain has 
Cay ea that. we should not speak well of a 
person until he is dead, and I have so 
many doubts about my own perfections 
that I would prefer any exploits of mine 
to be mentioned on my epitaph or per- 
_haps in some post-mortem oration. 
| While I ‘am on the subject of con- 
' gratulations, I hope I may offer the 
Leader of the Opposition in this Chamber 


- them—my hearty good wishes upon a 
authorized re-entry into this Chamber. 1 
‘* have known Senator Gardiner for some 
uh time, and although I differed diametric- 
ih ally and hopelessly from him in regard 
to his attitude during the war period, 
and although, because of his combative 
va - personality, IT had many a tussle with 

‘shim, 3 I-feel that I can say that on no 
-_ o¢easion was personal feeling engendered 
i between us. I think I am right in say- 

ree one behalf of honorable senators on 
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(Senator Gardiner)—if he will accept. 


- elaborate 


son and the present practice. 


eee iy . BE did OH wi) i f 4 x 3 A457 f 


4 


Address-in- Reply. 







this side, that we recognise 
Gardiner’s fighting spirit, his ability in’ 
debate, and; above all, his transparent) 
political honesty. And so we can well” 
afford to congratulate. him on his re 
election by the people in New ab 
Wales. 

Having said this, my attention is now 
directed to the document that has heen! 
placed before the Senate. It is a very | 
outline of duties on the 
part of the Government, but I feel im-. 
pelled to remark that although the Go 
vernment are in charge of the affairs o 
the Commonwealth at the present time 
as other Governments have been since the 
inauguration of this Parliament, Go- | 
vernments or political parties have very — 
little to do with the shaping of events for’ 
the true welfare of the nation. By the 
prayer that quite properly offered — 
every day in this Chamber, we invoke : i 
divine guidance upon our humble se) 
vices that we may act in such a’ way 
as to insure the true welfare of they 
people of Australia. Whatever may b 
done by example, the true welfare of any 
people is not bound up solely and abso- 
lutely by what political parties or Go-_ 
vernments do. I am firmly of the opinion 
that the welfate of the people has its) 
origin in the home, in the morals of the 
people, and in the way citizens comport 
themselves in private and pubhie lifed. 
This, by way of a leeturetie, sums up 
what, in my opinion, are the shortcomings | 
of government action. "i 

A leading authority of the eighteenth 
century, Thomas Jefferson, said’ in con- 
nexion with the Declaration of Inde. 
pendence in the United States of 
America, ‘‘ That the best Government i — 
that Government which governs least.’ — 
That concept of the eighteenth century 
which was supported by most opimion: 
worthy of consideration through the 
balance of the eighteenth century, and 
during the nineteenth century, was main. 
tained until the twentieth century, wher 
it was radically altered by Government: 
doing as much as possible. The concept 
of latter-day Governments appears to be | 
that a Government is never right unless it i 
enters into every conceivable public anc 
private ‘activity, and with that I entirely 1. 
disagree. I believe in a half-way house 
between the concept of Thomas J offer. 
Tt 1s thee 
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duty of a Government to carry out their 
actual responsibilities and to leave priyate 

‘individuals to themselves as far as pos- 
sible, or until their action becomes a 
public injury Where that midway course 
is to, be found will depend upon the wis- 
dom of Parliament. 

Do honorable senators realize that we 
are in charge of one of the best countries 
on this earth? -The French Labour Dele- 
gation—I am sorry that more members 
of the Official Labour party are not pre- 
sent to hear what they said—expressed a 
very true opinion. They visited this coun- 
try, and examined our industrial, social, 
and legislative systems, and placed their 
Opinion on record in the most unequivocal 
manner. Thy said that this country was 
the one that possessed the glorious privi- 
lege of getting everything done for its 
people—especially its working people— 
by Act of Parliament, a privilege 
not enjoyed by any other country 
in the world. We have also had _ the 
testimony of many of our citizens who 
went abroad during the late war with 
their eyes open, and looked into the con- 
ditions in other lands. What was the 
Opinion of our soldiers who thus left us to 
play a man’s part? They said that Aus- 
tralia was the best, brightest, and freest 
country in the world, and the one country 
where a man had the utmost possible op- 
portunities. Citizens of this country en- 
joy the gréatest freedom,,and have better 
chances of earning a livelihood than citi- 
zens in any other part of the world. 

. The Speech submitted to the Senate to- 
day embodies the Government  pro- 
gramme, but I do not think it is the be- 
ginning and end of all things. In some 
directions I would like the Speech to go 
further, but for what it is worth I am 
p epared to’commend it. I notice, in the 
first, instance, that reference is made to 
the satisfactory conclusion of the war, and 
it is well that thatshould be so.. I would 
like to remind honorable senators that 
when the last Parliament was called 
together the war had not concluded, and 
the fortunes of the Allied Nations were 
very much in.doubt. The liberty of this 
country was not assured to us, ‘and, there- 
fore, when we say that the conflict has 
come to a successful termination, we have 
to realize, almost before anything else, 
that our: liberty has been preserved. We 
have reason to rejoice at the glorious vic- 
tory achieved by the Allied Forces as the 


Senator Lynch. 
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result of the noble efforts of our soldiers 


and sailors who co-operated with them, " 


We have also reason to be grateful that, — 


as an issue arising out of the successful 


termination of the conflict, a League of 


Nations, which is of particular interest ~ 
to _ Australia, . has been established. — 
Living as we do under the protection 
of the British Flag we have enjoyed a 
security which few other countries in the — 
world have experienced. During recent 
years this country 
lous progress, and it is to. be re- 
gretted that in our hour of trial one 
section of the community did not assist 
in. the way it should. In addition to the ~ 
security we have hitherto enjoyed, under 
the League of Nations we have been 


assured additional power and strength, — 


which could not have been guaranteed if 


has made marvel- ~ 


the Allies had been defeated, or if the ~ 


conflict had been a drawn battle. We 
have now the security of all the Allied 


ip. 


Nations coming to Australia’s help if ever ~ it 
I look upon the — 


we should be in danger. 
League of Nations as a Magna Charta 
of the Commonwealth if we assess it at 
its true worth. We know that the war 
has been won, more particularly by the 
men who fell in conflict than by any one 
else, and our thoughts, gratitude, and 
heart-felt thanks go out to the relatives — 
and friends of those men. eit 
In regard to the attitude of the United 
States of America, I hope that nation 


; 


which hesitated so long in coming into the 


war, and which, as Lloyd George said, 
was a substantial factor in assuring yie- 
tory to the Allies, will not undo its good. 
work by remaining outside the League of 
Nations, 


that in that way we shall have an extra 


guarantee for the safety of this country. 


Getting away from the subject of the 
war, I notice that the Government are 
prepared to effect due economy in the — 
Public Service of the State. I feel that ~ 
the craze for economy can’ be run ta | 
death. I am not going to suppart any 
policy of. a cheese-paring kind which may 
involve the inefficiency of the Service. I 


place on record my fixed opinion that I ~ 


believe that the Public Service. of the — 
Commonwealth’ should be such as to at- 
tract to itself the ablest minds and the 


ws 


clearest brains in every department of 


T still hope that a representa- 
tive of the United States will take his seat’ ~ 
at the table of the League of Nations, and 
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_ equal services aol ae i) am not, cael 
oo. be, one of those who are pre- 
pared to sweat the brains employed in 
| Department, and {I will not 
hie appt the craze for public economy to 
such an exent\as that. When fair re- . 
“muneration is given I want to see a good, 
honest day’s work performed. I feel cer- 
tain that the Government can be trusted 
a to see that due economy is observed, con- 
sistent, with the efficient carrying on of 
the public Departments. 
— I would suggest in this connexion bhe 
_ appointment of boards of business man- 
_ agement from outside the Public Depart- 
ments. Although we have the help of 
the Public Service Commissioner and the 
- constant care of their Departments by 
the several Ministers to.safeguard the ex- 
_ penditure of public money, it would, I 
_. think, still be wise on the part of the Go- 
_ vernment,. to institute, as an additional 
safeguard, a board of business manage- 
‘ment outside the public Departments to 
_ look into the manner in which they are 
carried on. I suggest that course because 
at believe the work of such a board would 
act asa valuable check upon men who may 
| ne have become moss-grown in the different 
Dey ts. It would infuse new blood 
into them. What is required is a body 
of bu isiness men to look into the affairs of 
ie the several Departments, and _ report 
_ where there may be a waste of money or 
_ 4 lack of organization, and how the public 
funds mi cs oe better conserved. 
se Senator “ Larcit.—The honorable 
‘senator i hee think that we have had 
a enough of these so-called business men ?. 
hey Senator LYNCH.—I think that such a 
hoard as. I suggest is necessary and de- 
ry sirable. — ‘It isa constant gibe hurled at 
ER the departmental heads at present that 
is they are lacking in initiative; that be- 
ah cause they are secure in théir billets they 
are incapable of originating a new idea. 
ua Outside the Publie Service there is a 
a _ broad field. of competition, and business 
men for their success must depend upon 
heir own energy and initiative. The ad-_ 
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: valuable ie: any Cevmennentt: It Garnet 
) me before to-day that our public De- 
artments would be all the better if they 
subject. to overhaul and supervision 
asm those ee 
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Senator Frrricks.—Business men im 
Parliament were responsible for the six a 
different railway gauges in Australia. 9” 

Senator Fairparrnn-—That was the i 
fault of New South Wales, because she a 
broke away from the rest. 

Senator Grant.—New South, W. ales 
adopted the standard gauge of the world. 

Senator LYNCH.—We owe that ay | i 
dition of affairs to the fact that men in 4 
public life at the time were so short 
sighted as to be unable to see the con- . ~ 
fusion which must arise from the adoption 
of different raitway gauges. If the men 
in public life in the past had been men _ 
of broader outlook, we should not to-day”. 
have the spectacle of five or six different ©. 
railway gauges in Australia. 3 vine 

But I would ask honorable’ senators, — 
what was the experience in other coun- — 
tries during the war period? Great 
Britain went outside the beaten track, and 
picked out men who had proved by theiz 
success in private life their fitness to ad- 
vise and criticise, and to show how public 
money might be econemically expended. 
That was necessary during the war 
period, but the same necessity exists in | 
the peace period, and we would do well 
to follow that precedent. We have no 
money to waste, and every shilling ex- 
pended needs to pada a full s shilling’s 
worth of service. 7 

Senator Farrparrn.—We have ithe. ° 
Economy Commission’s report now. 4“) 

Senator LYNCH.—That is a report 

y departmental men. I -have read it 
through. It is founded on different pos-~ 
tulates that, if such and such were the .. 
ease, so and so should be the result. Ido © 
not attach much importance to that re- ° 
port. What we require is that men 
should be able to go into the work of. a 
Department and say, for instance, that 
twenty men are employed who should not 
be employed, or that men are doing use- 
less work, or are over or under paid, or 
are not properly placed. Such a Come’ 
mission a8 we require shonld speak in’ ~ 
positive language. It should not. base its 
recommendations upon what might »or — 
might not be. The report of the Economy ~~ 
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Commission is a valuable report of its 


kind, but it throws little light upon where 
the actual waste of money. is going on in 
our Public Departments. 

I see a reference in the Speech $0 
loans, and I join in congratulating the — 
Government on their intention to .go 


sie ers 


Reade. 
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for a loan policy. I am of those who at 
one time seriously subscribed to the idea 
that we could almost do without loans in 


this country. I no longer have that be- 


hef, and I am frank enough to admit it. 
-I now believe that we cannot hope to de- 
velop this country without anticipating 
the future. No business man in private 
life is successful who does not anticipate 
the future by obtaining an overdraft. In 
this country we have a large undeveloped 
area which requires the expenditure of 
money for its development. The Govern- 
ment should not fear entering upon a 
loan policy, even at an increased rate of 
interest, to secure funds for develop- 
mental works in this country. There is 
the Northern Territory to be developed, 
the States to help, land to be cleared, 
irrigation to be engaged in, and many 
works to be carried out in the country 
with the purpose of bringing the people 
away from such crowded, festering sores 
of civilization as Brisbane, Sydney, Mel- 
bourne, Adelaide, and Perth. 

Senator Gururite.—Not Adelaide. 

Senator LYNCH.—Perhaps the most 
shocking example of the lot is Adelaide. 
We should be prepared to pledge our 
good name for the raising of loans, even 
at an increased rate of interest, for the 
purpose of drawing our people from the 
eities into the mterior, and getting them 
io make their livelihood there, away from 
the electric light, the side walks, and the 
many attractions of city life hue ruin 
them financially and morally. I, there- 
fore, support the proposal that the Go- 
vernment should enter upon a loan 
policy, and I hope that it will be found 
to be a vigorous one, irrespective of the 
rate of interest. 

Senator Guturm.—lFor Canberra? 

Senator LYNCH.—I do not propose 
to touch upon Canberra. 

I see that the Government propose 


to stabilize and extend the industries 
of Australia during their term of 
office, and I have a word to say 


on > that proposal. I ‘should like to 
have inserted after the word: “ extend” 
the words “and hold the scales equitably 
between all the industries of Australia.” 

The reason I suggest that amendment is 
that, not only the present Government, 
which I am supporting, but previous Go- 
verments, have had, in my opinion, a 
very short- sighted view of their duty to 
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many industries of the country. IL i 
give examples of this, but before doin ean ee 
so I may clear the round by saying that 
the industrial field of the country is made 
up of two sets of industries. One class 
dumps*its products or services on the 
Australian market, and every time it 
wants an increase or an advantage and = 
cannot obtain it by relying, upon its own 
resources, it bears down upon the Govern- 
ment of the day, and our Governments 
have been too complaisant, and have sur- 
rendered to these native, or Australian, haa 
industries to the injury of public interests 
elsewhere. I may be asked what proof 
I have of that? I take, for instance, ~ 
the ease of the men who went on 
strike lately—the marine engineers, are 
IT remember those gentlemen very ~ 
well when they were getting less than 
half, and perhaps less than one-third, 
Of ‘the wages which they went on itik ncaa 
for to-day. They hold up the country. a: a 
handful of men say to the whole of the __ 
people of this Commonwealth, ‘‘We de- 
clare a hold-up against you. We will not 
runyour ships.” They will not say that 
they will see us starving, but they do say, 
in effect, ‘‘ We shall keep from you what 
is almost as necessary as food, clothing, 4 
and raiment. We shall keep from you 
the necessaries of industry, and will keep — 
you in idleness and stagnation.” They 
are quite prepared to'run food ships—al- 
most any cannibal would run a food ship 
for his own benefit—but when it comes to 
running ships on our Australian coast to 
supply “the ordinary necessaries of life, 
and to keep the industries of the country ae 
going, a handful of men say to 5 7000,000. ee 
people of Australia, ‘‘ We hold you. up. ae ties 
We put a pistol to your head, and say 
you must give us what we ask at does Hira 
not matter “what you think about what we 
ask.” Such a state of affairs should never ie 
be allowed to exist, and I am glad to see 
that the Government have at last found 
a backbone, and have said ‘‘ No” to 
these people. They have gone further, 
and said, ‘‘ We will use all the resources — 
at our disposal, including even the much- ( 
maligned War Precautions Act, to sa: 
guard the public interest, and to see that 
you are put in your proper place.” ‘That 
is a beginning. I can give honorable 
senators examples of weak action on the hog 
part of this Government, and the Labour — Oy 
Government which preceded them Peach | ia 
hee Hua si 



































































er siti peeede and indus- 
Anomaly ‘of anomalies, 
men going on strike without even 
eof congestion i in the Arbitration 
Ve have had strikes by men 
under awards — and industrial 
nents as well as by those who 
been endeavouring to get their case 





xtending patronage and protec 
one industry at the expense of 
and of the general public. Take 
e of the seamen who went on strike 
1 snths ago and held up the commu- 
They came along to the Govern- 
d Senator Millen was put in the 
d heard | the pros and cons of aye 


a 


be if re he came to a decision he should 


sco, more liberal than 1. as ‘a 


pena have: heen 





n was a by the details of the 


or LYNCH. ay quite. nents that 
‘popular to say reduce wages. To 
s, it does not matter who pays 
always popular with the un- 
Who are paying the bill in this 
1 will tell honorable senators. 
as a seaman on this coast 
e years ago for £7, £8, and £9 
or an average of £8 a month, 
dest occupation going. 
 GUTHRIE.— Yes. 

; LYNCH. —Senator Guihvie is 
o ‘knows. all about it. The wages 
E to- day are nearly double what 
and. the work put in by sea- 
hing, compared to the 
ha ut ‘The accommo- 
provided or sean niet: to-day is in- 


¢ she 


ter t - it was then, and the 
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> to see that the scales of justice a 
held fairly between all classes of | 


authority fails to do that, he forfeits. 


a perfect hive’ of industry, which is sup- 
he Court. I am speaking of the. 


end, 
ould close down every mine within ewes 


tainly not. 


area, 


cable to the quality 


L right have these .people to have their in. 
od wh me Is- Hao to shied 
‘ th 


-eomes- doubled — when -it is imp ossible. ag 
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ne banat aes Suget the bre coke on 


He, r i 
hin Er fi : ryt Gah tit Lett a ‘oe tet ‘5 






























“did on AS exceed half the rates which, ne 


sth is the duty” ae any Government 


community. When any individual i 


right to exercise authoi ris In this cor 


nexion let me point to the case of tk 


Hs or In any nBe eres area 
in the Commonwealth. There we have 





porting anything in the neighbourhood of 
from 25,000 to 30,000 people. : 
miners in that area are just as much en- 
titled to an increase in their wages. as is : 
any wharf labourer, marine engineer, s 


sugar-cane worker, or coal miner. Y . 
As a matter of fact, the. gold-miners — 
of Western Australia are working a 


to-day for the same rate of pay as | 


they received twenty-five years ago. Be- |, 


fore the recent election, I told Senator 4) 
Gardiner that I did not care what the \ 
electors of Western Australia thought of ca 
me in regard to my advocacy of the pay- 
ment of this or that rate of. wage, As a’ |) 
matter of fact, I talked to some of the peo- 4 
ple of that State like a Dutch’ uncle, -} 
Whilst the seamen’s strike was in progress 
T told Senator Gardiner, in this chamber, | 
that he ought to go to the Golden Mile # 
and endeavour to double the wages of the — 
men employed there, and see what would» 
happen. But if he ‘achieved that 
what would be the. result? |, He - 


Saat be 


Does he want to do that? Cer- 
When the miner of Kal- 
goorlie desires to. go for a trip in order 
to recuperate because his lings have be- | 
come clogged with dust, or when he wishes 


area. 


to send his sickly wife and family to the va 


eastern States for a much-needed change 
after a long residence in that sun-baked 
he is obliged to pay double — 
the rates or more “which! formerly pre- | 
vailed for the privilege of travelling. — 















Who shares in the advantages. be. 
stowed by — those rates? Both the 
shipping companies and their em- — 
ployees. By all the rules of eouity, what 
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Why, 


to me about an increase of wages! 


when the Industrial Workers of the World. 


threatened to burn down my farm in 
Western Australia, I told them that I 
only wished they would come and. take 
the property in its entirety and pay the 
debts which exist upon it. I pay the 
highest wages in the locality, though the 
farm has never earned the money since we 
felled the first. tree. JI am speaking 
plainly upon these matters. When |. af- 
frm. that the seamen are in the wrong 
they revly, ‘‘ Look at the sweater!’’ I 
maintain that they are dipping their 
hands deeply into the miners’ pockets and 
are robbing them, 
statement in regard to the New South 
Wales coal miners. Whilst the war was 
in progress the latter bore down upon the 
Government with certain demands. Mr. 
Hughes. was in charge of the Ministry at 
the time. He wanted coal for our ships, 
and he had to give the coal miners what 
they desired. The result was. that they 
went back to work, but only fora 
short. time. The rtst had scarcely 
disappeared from their picks before 
these men again .bore down upon 
the Government, and upon this oc- 
casion Mr, Watt gave them what they 
wanted. Who is to pay for all these in- 
creases of wages? Experience is the best 
schoolmaster. I am growing wheat, and 
I am obliged to sell it in the markets of 
the world.. I cannot send it to Sydney 
or to Melbourne, and say, ‘* It is worth 
10s. per bushel, ‘and hands off it ‘unless 
you are Deared’ to pay that ‘price.’’ I 
would like to see a strike by the wheat 
farmers of Australia. That would bring 
the men engaged in ,other industries to 
their senses. It would open the eyes of 
the engineers, the waterside workers, and 
the coal miners, and all the others en- 
gaged in the spoon-fed industries, and 
make them realize. their position. 
right have they to hold up the industries 
of this country if the farmer cannot insist 
upon getting for himself the value which 
he puts on his wheat.2 If the men in the 
industries I have mentioned continue their 
insane pranks, I hope that the wheat far- 
mers and the men sweated in metalliferous 
industries will go on strike. The com- 
munity will then quickly realize where 
the shoe pinches. If the gold miner 
could double the price of his Mise ey and 
the wheat grower could secure for him- 
self the value which he puts on his com- 
modity, things would be all me 


Senator Lanch, 
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and I make a similar . 


What. 


But ~*tween employers 


both have to compete in the A a 
kets of the world. I positively obj 
to one set of industries being 







and sweated as the result of “this dchion \ “ 
of employees who are engaged in another 
set of industries backed up by successive rat 


Governments. 


The cost of living will excite very little | ; 


comment from me. 


ment have no power-in the matter. The 


electors were recently asked to clothe. 
them with authority to deal effectively — 
and they refused to do 


with profiteers, 


In this connexion 
J wish merely to say that the Govern- 


Profiteering was used as a stalking 


SO. 
horse in the elections which we have just) 
passed. However, that consideration 


‘does not lift from the shoulders of the 


Government the obligation to do’ what 


they can to suppress this evil, though, 


in present circumstances, I am: of opinion — 


that they can do very little: When 


Act comes to re 


the War Precautions 
an end, as it will do, six months from — 
the 10th of January last, I doubt 


whether they will have an atom of power — iS 


to deal with profiteering. 


We used to © 


be assured by honorable senators oppo- 
site that the profiteer was squeezing the 


vitals of the people. We told the elec- 


tors that we recognised that, and asked 
them to give us the power to deal with 


him. . In reply the electors have said; — 


‘‘ Although the profiteer may be here, we 


are not prepared to give you the power it 


to deal with him’’ 


Of course this ts al- . 


together apart from those prominent 


gentlemen who to-day are in such seeth-— 


ing array on the Opposition benches. 


These gentlemen: urged the electors to — 


be 


vote against the amendments of the Pans. 4 


stitution proposed by the Government. 
Consequently, 


with him. 


I come now to the Asano cane A ane 
As one who helped to establish that a ena ye 
bunal in this country I wish to say that) 
I have read awards made from time to 
time by, Mr. Justice Higgins and Mr 
and I hope that my. voice Lt 


Justice Powers, 
will ‘xeach thand gentlemen, ne! ‘ther aid 
whom in a purely continental 

an inter-industrial 


holder of ithe scales of justice | be 





sense . has any 
true conception of his duties ies" vthe — 


and employees and — 


if the profiteer is carry; 
ing on his depredations in Australia to- — 
day the fault lies with the electors them-- 
selves for failing to clothe the Govern- 
ment with the necessary Bvrer £0 deal bis 






Me Ps 


ima Speck s: 


ry industry in “this coun- 
RUCK, oiey Rico been aproached from time 
to time by various organizations and have 
decided appeals made to them for in- 
~ greases of wages to the members of those 
organivations. Nobody can charge me 
with being opposed to the ‘grant ng of in- 
_ereased- wages, because my own action as 
an emplover would be a sufficient refuta- 
‘tion of any such charge. But J, repeat 
that neither Mr. Justice Higgins nor Mr. 
Justice, Powers has, “any conception of 
what is. eronomic equity, seeing that both 
of them sanction increases in the wages 
= paid and. reductions in the hours worked 
‘ ‘in ore set of industries, and are content 
eat) Wah the seated people in other in- 
dustries to pay these increases and to 
stand the racket of the shorter day. Why, 
the men who are engaged in the wheat.in- 
dustry of this country, instead of getting 
AS ae hour and working eight hours a 
day, as: do. many industria] employees, are 
| ta ‘od upon to labour fourteen hours and 
more a day and do not get a return 
of more than a computed rate of 
_ 6d. per hour. T can take anybody who is 
gece eutly. interested in_ this question, to 
“othe Golden. Mile, in Western Australia, 
or to Northern Queensland, and show him 
‘men who are getting less than lls. 6d. 
_perday. Yet here, in Melbourne, tram 
dr vers, who are merely doing women’s 
; work. are receiving. 12s. per day. I 
- positively. object to some men _ being 
Seale inereased ;wages and_ shorter 
‘hours of labour if the burden is to be 
_ borne by the persons who are engaged in 
~ another section of industry which is being 
sweated. There~ are 230,000 / persons 
“earning a living by agriculture in this 
country, getting no such thing as_ an 
average of Is. per hour, yet they are 
ca'led upon to pay those automatic in- 
creases in other industries. 
_ Senator GurHri.—And= the landlord 













DEY NCH. -— The | | honorable 
M3 ee ns_ a Mr. Justice eevee get off 
: ‘the. Arbitration bench if they are will'ng 
to sanction the continuance of such cgadi- 
tions. Tet them get away from the Arbi- 
tration Court. and start a farm, or look 
ator a mine and work it, pay double the 
wages: of "twenty-five years ago, as is the 
i ease in. nace industries, or an engineer- 
im a smal] timber- ove in- 
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of “that common law right. 
-. something for trade unionism in this! 
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Senator GutTuri.—One never finds a 
man selling a farm and going to sea. 

Senator LY NCH.—Because the farmer 
has never sutficient money to carry him to 
the coast. That is the trouble. I object 
to the Arbitration Court being used to 
sweat industres in Australia which have 
no means of securing redress and which 
are compelled to compete with their pro- 
ducts in the open markets of the world. 
To-day there are more persons in Aus- 
tralia who are attempting to earn a living 
by growing wheat than in any other in- 
dustry. Growing wheat! Why, they 
wsed to call me a wheat- -grower in West- 
ern Australia, but I have ins’sted that I 
am merely a “< wheat-sower.’”? Too often 
I put the seed in the drill and that *s the 
last I see of it. Yet the people in the 


‘farming and the mining Industries. are 


called upon to pay the “increased wages 
granted to the employees in other more 
favoured industries. 
halt to that sort of thing. J hope the 
Arbitration Act will be amended in the 
direction of demanding a substantial sum 
as a guarantee of the faithful fulfilment 
of every award given by the Court, and 
every industrial agreement registered 
there. I say this particularly on behalf 
of the small unions. The large unions 
that can ~hold up an industry are in a 
privileged position, and can afford to ig- 
nore the Court, and declare war on 
society. They can defy the community, 
but the small unions here and _ there 


throughout Australia can rely only upon | 


the carrying into effect to the fullest ex- 
tent of the old Labour policy, namely, 
the Arbitration Act. 

When I look upon those big unions, 
with two strings to'their bow, who can 
go to the Arbitration Court one week, 
and resort to a strike the next week, I 
feel that they are not doing the fair 
thing towards the small unions. They 
are merely using them for their own 
benefit. The small unions cannot go on 
strike. If they attempted to compel the 
community. to knuckle down to them, 
they would find their efforts ‘entirely 
ineffective. The big unions, 
strings to their bow, 
towards their smaller comrades in the 
field. At least they call them comrades. 
I am an old trade unionist, and am go- 
ing to-remain one. They cannot rob me 


are acting meanly 


we 





IT am here to eall a. 


having two 


T have done: 


Ata 





ae out troubles. 





- eountry produce the best. 
cannot hold it unless we do. 
_ covenants, whether we hold a piece of 
_ land» ‘for wheat- -growing, or mining, or — 
timber getting, or take OP a ae py ‘in 
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back to the old reputation which they 


‘will’ for 
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* country, and L say oN we want ee 
_ Arbitration Court. put on a. ‘proper foot- 
Short. of wiping it out altogether, 
we have a right to “demand that every — 
Tan who. goes “before the Court shall put 


up a substantial guarantee, as the em- 


ployers have to do to-day, that he will 


keep: faith with the award that he seeks, 


and with all agreements into which he 
enters. 


Generally speaking, I approve of the 


policy speech of the Government, and am 
_ hopeful that, as the result of the lesson 


taught by the late elections, all parties 
and individuals in this country will pull 
together in a national spirit, and so lift 
Australia out. of its present troubles. It 
would be wrong to say that we are with- 
Troubles abound around 
us. There is an interest bill of some 
£20,000,000 odd to be met by a small 
population, and that bill must. be paid. 
The only way to pay it is by hard, honest: 
work. "Both sections in the industrial 


field must come together and understand: 
each other better. 


The only way is for 
the Labour party, and, those represent- 
They must get 


had as a body of workmen, for Senator 


Fairbairn will agree with me that, until 
a few years ago, 


there was no_ better 
workman on the face of the earth than 
the Australian. 
to-day, if he is properly led, and if he 


does not turn a listening ear to those ex- 
_tremists who come from other countries, 


to ruin, not only the cause of the worker, 


but: the future of this country as well. 


If we want to hold this country—and 
I have my doubts if we shall continue to 
hold it if we go on as we have been doing 


in the past—there is in front of every 


patriotic citizen a 


erim, unavoidable, 


and imperative task. "He must drop his 
attachment to this or that ‘‘ ism,” and 


realize that if we want to hold the coun- 
try inviolate against all enemies, to make 


it the good country which our soldiers say 


it is, we must all pull together, avoiding 
a spirit of antagonism, substituting good- 
ill- will, to make it pro- 
duce the maximum in every Line of 
human activity. We want to see this 


in) all our 
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He is the best workman . 
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by Senator Lynch. 1 


In fact, we’ 
















on a river frontage, i 
ciple insisted on by beral 
Governments, and especi alt, 
Governments, is, u ™ 
area for all ‘you are wo! 
forfeit it.’? If you ‘ta » U 
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Re about ihe ential plo 
with « ur 
lian heiress we are simp ly 
a case for those who hav Bey 
country. , afford 
Effective écoupation an 
the only weapons which 
good stead when our destiny comes 
“pronounced. I call on all those 
we are up against this ouble a 
trouble, those who denou1 
fiteers and all the rest of i 
and realize the Sonica of” 
ing words of those French ch 
labour who visited us recently 
were treated so shabbily 
Labourites. They told he. 
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more promising” than we. have lived under 

ye ey - for five years past. 
Juring a great. portion of the period of 
‘the war a considerable amount of indus- 
trial. unrest was prevalent, not only in 
~ Australia, but throughout the whole 
ig world. We in Australia have been excep- 
ve tionally unfortunate by being more sorely 
a etneesed by that spirit of unrest than any 
_ other part of the civilized world. Since 
B: thee war concluded, we have had a series 
of industrial upheavals, for what reason 
no one can tell. Arbitration Courts and 
ioe _ other. tribunals fer the settlement of in- 
dustrial disputes have been established. 
“They are far from satisfactory, as every 
one will admit, but they are there, and, 
as Senator Lynch says, the bulk ‘of 
the strikes have been by men. who 
were labouring | under industrial awards. 
paps Lt we are to hold this country, if we are 
to make good, if we are to recover from 
- the ravages of war, these hold-ups of the 
~ community by comparatively small sec- 
tions of it must be put a stop to. I do 
not want to refer to controversial matters 
to any great extent, but I wish to place 
oe Ab, pu slicly on record’ that I approve of 
S un the action of the Government in enforcing 
Lott: the provisions of the War Precautions Act 
7 a so far as the marine engineers were con- 
| cerned. — I do not know, nor do I care, 
_- whether that action was constitutional, 
but I do know that in using the War Pre- 
cautions Act the Government merely ap- 
olted to those men the same doctrine that 
oi they themselves had applied to the whole 
community. I do not wish by anything J 
_ say here to stir up feeling or strife, but it 
is right that men in public positions 
should express approval or disapproval of 
the actions of the Government. They 
should also be sufficiently courageous to 
express disapproval of the conduct of any 
section of the community which is acting 


# 



















aN munity | as a whole. 
2 ‘During the last few months this coun- 
try has gone through the ordeal of a very 
‘strenuously- fought election. Many of 
ny “parliamentary comrades and 
friends a have fallen by the wayside. 
I join with Senator Lynch in con- 
ha hae you, sir, and the members 
of the Government who faced the 
electors: on this occasion on their return. 
Tsay,’ “quite candidly and honestly, that I 


hai defeat of some members of ae pene 
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at any “rato pad peer tee very much . 


detrimentally to the interests of the Gani: 


is possible, with the restricted powers in — 


ufool™ a considerable amount of regret at 18 le, V rf | 
their possession, will, I believe, be done to — 
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men who, had they been free, would have 
done the right thing. Having been bound | 
to irresponsible organizations, they took. 
the wrong turning, and to-day have been a 
removed from their seats in Parliament | 
by the electors. I regret these things in 4 
the interests of the whole country, but I 
am glad that the actions of the Govern- 
ment have been abundantly indorsed by 
the people. We may take the Senate elec- 
tion as an indication of the opinions of 
the people. Looking at the votes re- 
corded, and the members returned to this 
Chamber, we can come only to the one 
conclusion, that the electors have splen-— 
didly indorsed the actions of the Govern- 
ment during the five years of the war, and , 
have’ expressed unbounded confidence. jin 
the Government for the next three years. 
at least. 

We have all been disappointed, as the 
Government have been, that the refer- i 
enda proposals were turned down. — 
The marvel is, that again our friends in i, 
the Official Labour party turned upon hi 
their old faith and rent it to pieces, Time | 
and again they had advocated the adop- — 
tion of these proposals, but because they 
were placed before the people by this Go- 
vernmesit, they advised the electors of 
Australia on this oceasion to vote “ No.” — 
On the one hand they held up the evils of | 








the ‘profiteer to the horrified gaze of the : 


whole community, and on the ‘other hand_ 
they told the people that this Government — 
were not to be trusted and would noi use 
the powers asked for if granted. If, how- 
ever, they had been led as wisely as in the 
past, this alleged unfaithfulness on the 
part of the Government should have made 
them keener than ever to secure these 
powers, beeause then they would have 
been able to demonstrate whether the- 
Government would give effect to them or 
not. Those who are suffering from the 
effects of high prices are in this position 
because of the action of the Official Labour 
party, the Conservative press and the Con- 
servative politicians of Australia. Dur- 
ing the recent campaign the Official 
Labour party and the Conservative  ele- 


ment were hand-in-hand upon the 
referenda questions, and I .want the 
people of Australia to know it. The 


Government, however, are not going to 
sit down idly and do nothing. Whatever — 


py a on we Rel nak gm 2 Oe 





BS relieve the present - Sa 
| us think that not very much can be ex- 
pected, but we are satisfied that the Go-- 
- vernment intend. to make an effort to 
remedy existing conditions. ~ 

There is outlined in the Speech the in- 
- tention of the Government to call a conven- 
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_ ments of the Constitution. I believe there 
ls a great element of risk in a convention. 

NSannior Baxuar.—Hear, hear! 

Senator NEWLAND.—But unlike my > 
honorable friend, Senator Bakhap, I pro- 
- pose to take the. risk; and stand kind 
: eA Government in this matter, so long 
as the convention is called in what I con- 
if sider to be a constitutional manner.’ 


Senator Gururr.—On a democratic 
ans ee 

: Senator NEWLAND.—There is no 

4 indication in the Governor-General’s 


_ Speech. of the lines upon which the con- 
i vention will be called, but: Parliament will 
_ have an opportunity ‘of dealing with that 
matter. We are fully convinced that Par- 
' Rement should have enlarged powers to 


tion has been found to be defective again 
_ and again, and I am satisfied now that 
an attempt is to be made to remedy the 
position. 

The Speech does aoe contain anything 
of a sensational nature. This is not a 
' time for sensationalism or experimental 
leg sislation. On the contrary, it is a time 
when all-our energies should be directed 














and to restoring our broken finances— > 
broken a¥ the result of heavy but neces- 
gary expenditure during five years 0: 
warfare. Asa nation, we are in the posi- 
_ tion of a business man who has met with 
some great financial calamity, and who 


a has to cast about for ways and means to ; 







a earry on and restore himself to a position 
of financial and commercial stability. 
There is no need to be panic- 
pe asbrigicon. ebut) jit as) our | duty toe. 
a take such means as may be necessary — 

to restore our national financial equili-— 
’ : brium. 
vernment will take such 









steps. 


with those who just. ied are preaching the 
gospel of economy.’ In this city a 
_ section. of the press is cissate preach- | 
se Bare B Bosna 28) in my sp tee ee ty 


By ae of. 


tion for the purpose of suggesting amend- ’ 


with other parts of the world, m 


carry out its great work. The Constitu- 


‘in the interests of our liberty an 


to the building up of our national strength, ‘ 


I have no doubt that the Go-— 
‘Like 


Senator Lynch, I do not agree altogether 









































Ta unfairly nd “unserup 
‘to poison the minds of. the, 
the present. ‘Government. 
its. columns are filled ae 
recklessness, quite regardle 
accuracy, but 1 hope- ‘the Gove 
take no notice of this camp. 
not for a moment advocate 1 
expenditure. I want the Ge 
be able to account satisfactor 
expenditure of every shilli 
-people’s money, but just as int 
_a business man, so in the case of 
vernment, is it necessary ‘sometim 
tend activities in many direction 
incur expenditure for the pu 
bringing about financial stability. 
In the early part of my rema cS 
ferred to the satisfaction of the 
civilized world at the conclusion ; 
war. We all rejoice with the e 
ment that the war has ended, ar 
far as the British Empire is 
peace has been restored 


mendous sacrifices, and I suppose 
more concerned about these than 
sacrifices that were made by othe 
tions. But the sacrifice of ote 
nothing compared with the 
able Australian lives that were 


dom. We must see to it that th 
fices have not been made in vai 
liament is asked to express 
a grateful nation to our oe int. ‘80 
and sailors for their services durin 
war period. I know this” will he 
I know.also that many me 
cious little to help our soldiers — 
‘in the hour of their need 2 
‘worse ‘than nothing, beca’ 
everything they could. to h 
fence policy—may now be. 
ing shoulder to shoulder wi 
did everything for our 
sailors. These people now 
to be the best nes of it 


to fie men aun rohan “| 
latives of men who fell i 


in some small 
a practical form our thanks 
who fought. so splendidly ‘fo 
a have no Soi tour anak the 












ral’s Spek 
dament call also he dad rik pa 
ef triation Act. I know that dur- 
s adm ministration many grievances 
e been ventilated and many blunders 
1 nut I wish to repeat what I have 
n former dccasions, namely, that 
Minister for Repatriation (Sena- 
tor ‘Millen) has carried out a Her- 
outleasi task most successfully. In 
he fio ‘opinion, those intrusted with the 
_ details of this great) scheme have been to 
a large ‘extent responsible for a great 
oy eal of the dissatisfaction that exists. I 
. “welcome the amending Bill, not because 
Cee think the Repatriation Act has failed, 
. but because the requirements of the time 
















We are also asked—and “I have no 
- doubt-this will mean expenditure, and so 
wonflict with the views of. those 

Sadcade: to whom I have referred—to 
indorse the Government’s proposals to 
erect perpetual memorials to our im- 





mortal dead in the various lands where - 


. e gee fell, as well as in this, their home 
land. ‘So far as the men who have fallen 
(pate concerned, this is as much sas we can 
do. In regard to those who have re- 
turned | “wounded or unwounded, Aus- 
Srp lia, 18, i think, doing a fair’ thing. 
ae what is: proposed is not ‘iieatlaroh 
~ sufficient, then it is our duty to see 
Pid du M: we | ~@an do better. Amstralia 
cannot ‘do less than perpetuate the 

ory of our gallant dead, who are 
sleeping in “alien soil, 


yaad permanent monuments to their 
| ea had. toped;. in’ rage 



























=. of che world -was Lely os be, ce 
sured. ‘We have looked ‘with longing 
tie the meen of Nations as a means 


I am not. gomg to 
Ly g that may be called unkind 

: cernins one nation, but I think I am 
: voicin the opinions of all thoughtful 
the Commonwealth when I say 
regret that America is adopting 
attitude.. Tt is deplorable to 
very one | ooking for permanent security 
that ial eeent nation is delaying for 


“some - reason—it appears: to, us from this 


¥ of | “a Paneai Treaty. All tight- 


in aim Bio the pace that is 
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Sony outgrown the machinery provided. 
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catare place, because it means a great 
_I trust that America 
will soon come into Hne with the other — 


deal to Australia. 





Allied Nations, and that a permanent ; 


peace, in the efforts to secure’ which such 


glorious sacrifices were made, will become 


an accomplished fact. The delay that has 
oceurred means that much necessary work 


in Australia is considerably hampered. 


Legislative action In connexion with the — 
mandates over the islands in the Pacific — 





is delayed solely in consequence of the — 


stand America has taken. ,, Those of us 
who were members of the last Parlia- 


ment fully believed that before we met 


again the Treaty would have been ratified 


by all nations ,and that one of the first 


duties we would be called upon to per- 
form~* 
ing effect to the mandates pranted to the 
Commonwealth by the Imperial Govern- 
ment. We regret, foubediaety that, 
America has delayed this matter so long, 
and Iam sure I am_ expressing the 


opinions of all honorable senators when 
Tt say that we still believe that America. 


will eventually agree to become a mem- 
of the League. 

Senator pre Larere—We have all 
heard that the new world was called in 
to redress the balance of the old. 

Senator NEWLAND.—I could say a 


great deal on that point, but perhaps, at 


this stage, I had better leave it alone. 
Senator pvr Larcre.—The modern 

Americans are not living up to the re- 

putation of the older Americans. 
Senator NEWLAND.—The financial 


position is no doubt causing every mem- 


ber of the Government, and every right- 
thinking person in Australia, great con- 
cern. 
ficulties are very ereat, Quite apart 
from the war there has been no period, in 
the history of Australia when it was more 
necessary for every section of the com- 
munity to stand~ shoulder to shoulder 


than at present, in view of the financial 
erisis which is undoubtedly facing us. 


I do not possess the secrets of the Go- 


vernment, and I know nothing of the dif- 
Aiceulties facing them, but I am confident 
that the position must be very grave. It 


will ‘be necessary for every section of 


the community and every individual an. 


this country to stand behind the Govern- 
ment so long ‘as they show an earnest <de- 


‘sire to recover our fihancial position. I 


believe that their efforts will be honest, 


would be to pass legislation -giv-- 


Our financial obligations and dif- 


Ni 
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24. Governor-General’s Speech : 
and that there is a genuine desire to over- 
‘come the stupendous obstacles facing 
them. We are in possession of a great 
country—in fagt, one of the greatest 
countries of the earth. Those of us who 
are now gettng old in years can recall 
some of the fearful drought periods, last- 
ing two, three, four, and five yeurs, when 
large portions of the continent were 
practically a barren waste. The 
areas affected comprised many ‘thousands 
of square miles, and there was scarcely 
a hoof of stock that did not perish. 
But in two or three years the country 
completely recovered its ‘normal state, 
and I have no doubt that a country such 
as this, if the people are united, will not 
experience any great financial difficulties. 

Tt will be good news to the unfortu- 
nate and harassed taxpayers to know that 
it is the mtention of the Government to 
make their burden in connexion with taxa- 
tion matters somewhat easier. I do not 
suggest that the Government, propose to 
relieve then by reducing taxation, but 
T bel eve it is the intention of the Go- 
vernment to co-ordinate the systems, and 
thus do away with a good deal of the in- 
convenience that has been experienced in 
the past. At present the Commonwealth 
and each State have ther separate De- 
partments and methods of collecting 
the tax. These systems are in conflict, 
and the taxpayers in every part of Aus- 
tralia, whether their income be large or 
small—unless they he on a fixed salary— 
are surrounded by difficult'es which make 
it practically impossible for them to pre- 
pare correct returns. Whatever the 
paracranh in the Governor-General’s 
Speech may mean, I hope the Government 
will immediately get into touch with the 
various States, and introduce some system 
which will be more acceptable to the tax- 
payer than the present cumbersome 
method. 

It is not my intention to refer at any 
lenoth to the Tariff, more. than ‘to say 
that I am a Protectionist. When so 
many political organizations are in the 
field. it may be somewhat ambiguous to 
say that one believes in a scientific Tariff, 
but I expect this Governmnt to introduce 
nothing less than a scientific Tar-ff for 
the consideration of Parliament. At the 
same tine, some endeavour ‘should be 
made to encourage the Australian con- 
sumer to purchase only Australian-made 
goods. Quite a number of people who 
visit the retail shops and warehouses care 

Senator Newland. 


little whether the paods they are pure 


‘women in our cities now. 
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ing are made in Australia or are manu- - 
factured in other countries by cheap ira 
labour. It is the first duty of Australian 
citizens to see that they a chae) ee 
tralian-made goods. x 
Next to the question of finance Ape 
that of defence, and, although it is nob 
my intention to deal with it at) any. 
length, I believe Parliament will be called 
upon to devote a good deal of time 
during coming sessions to this important 7 
question. Defence hinges largely on 
finance, but the Defence Department — 
ought not to consider finance at the ex- 
pense of efficiency. We must be careful © 
not to lose the substance in grasping LOK wil]? 
the shadow, Due regard must be paid to 
the future of this country. The great’ 
war has ended, but we do not know when a i 
trouble may again break out. Australia \ 
must not be found unprepared. The de- — 
fence of this country is essential, and we — 
look to the Government to establish a" , 
system of defence that will continue pears Mt 
all time. i 
A policy of encouragement of i immigras . 
tion also is outlined. No country in the 
world has greater need of immigration — 
than has Australia, but we have to be very ; ahs 
careful in dealing with this subject. We ak 
are obliged to get people from overseas; 
but, whilst we are told that a great many 
people in the Old World are anxious to va 
come here, we must see that only ‘the — : m 
right class is imported. As Senator ’ ‘i 
Lynch has said, we do not want the men 
from the cities; we have enough men By 
The pee 
we require are those who will go out back 
and do the pioneering work, dere, ad 
the country, instead of walking, the gas- ‘Bilg 
lit streets of the cities. In getting popu- _ 
lation from overseas we must be careful | 
also to see that, in the first net our 
returned soldiers are ‘adequat 
vided for. They must be the pai i care 
and charge of the people of Australia, iin 
and every soldier who wants ae et 
can furnish proof of his capability ‘prob- 
able capability of working it successfully, 
must. be given an opportunity to secure 
it. Then, again, we must be careful that 
no: injustice vis‘ done’ ton the people who 
are already in Australia, and that Hione ch iin 
who are anxious and prepared to work a 4 
are not shouldered aside by newcomers ~ 
from other countries. ube to ens wes 
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“moment. ay | 

It is not my hionaan discuss at 
length the Industrial Arbitration’ Act. 
We know that that measure has not been 
the: success that we fondly hoped it would 
be, and I shall support any effort to effect 
its, improvement. 

“Senator Gururim.—We can only find 
that out by experience. 

Senator NEWLAND.—We have the 
_ experience to a certain extent, but we 
are still afraid that, because. of the con- 

i _ Stina limitations placed upon the 
_ powers of this Commonwealth, even the 
‘amendments we can make may not be 
perme % However,:I am prepared to 
support. any attempt to improve the exist- 
ing conditions. 

TT have already said that the. Govern- 
Tesi are not to be stampeded because a 
“section of the press is throwing bricks at 
them for their alleged expensive and ex= 
canine ideas. I hope and believe that 

- no newspaper criticism will prevent the 
Government from embarking upon a 
_ mecessary” ‘public works policy. Just as a 
‘man in business who has met with mis- 
Meactang has to look for fresh channels of 
trade. and industry, 
~ wealth must find fresh channels of em- 
ployment and industrial development. 
_ That can be done only by a public works 
policy, and I say to those gentlemen, 
mostly residents of Victoria, who are 
he - finding fault with the nraposed extension 
of the Federal Capital scheme, that the 
- eonstruction of the Capital was promised 
by the people of Australia to the State 
of New South Wales, and any man who 
«says. that this Parliament should . treat 
_ that promise as “a scrap of paper” is 
not a true Australian. Rightly or 
wrongly, the creation of a Federal 
Capital in New South Wales has been 
cs promised by the people. 
x Senator: Gurure.—But not at 
. “berra. pa | 
i et a NEWLAND.—A capital in 
he eae South Wales has heen promised; 
I have been at Canberra, and would as 
Sere" BOOK” legislate there as in Sydney, Mel- 
bourne, or Adelaide. At any rate, whe- 
ther the Federal Capital be at Canberra 
Seon elsewhere, the people, by accepting the 
: Be ederal Constitution, have agreed that it 
shall be in New South Wales, and this 


4 an 












Can- 
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ee -_Preentions we can proceed Nae our ee 
mageation scheme at the earliest possible 


so the Common- - 


ae aeret has no ee to repudiate that 
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tite tabiog. I hope the Government. 
will give early effect to their promise. 
How often have we said that, had the — 
statesmen of bygone years been fare 
sighted, and retained to the people the 
land values of the cities of Australia, our 
people would not have had to pay one 
penny in taxation. If the Government 
of Victoria had retained to the State the 
land values of Melbourne, the people of 
this State would not be taxed one penny- 
piece, because the increased land values 
of the capital cities would have paid, at — 
least, the cost of government and public 
works. 

Senator Granr.— The honorable sena- 
tor is now talking a little common sense. 

Senator NEWLAND.—Unfortunately, 
the honorable senator will soon be tak- 
ing his departure from this chamber, 
and his mantle may fall on me. How- 
ever, | am not prepared to go as far as 
my honorable friend in the direction of 
land values taxation. 

Senator Granr.—The honorable sena- 
tor is not prepared to go any distance at 
all. He is one of the “twicers”’ in this 
chamber. 

Senator NEWLAND.—The honorable 
gentleman has been treated by the people 
of New South ‘Wales as not only a 
“twicer” but a “thricer.” They have 
rejected him, but the people of South 
Australia have returned me to this 
Chamber. 

Senator Granr.—By a fraudulent sys- 
tem of voting foisted. upon the people by 
men like the honorable senator. 

Senator NEWLAND.—I hope that 
the promise that the Government have 
made in regard to the continuance of the 
Federal Capital construction policy will 
be carried out. 

Another promise that 
not in the Constitution, 
Act of this Parlament, 


‘was. made, 
but by an 
involved the. 


construction of the north-south railway ~ | 


and the development of the great un- 
developed Northern Territory. Here 
again the land of this area belongs to the 
people of Australia. In a few years’ 
time, when the country is developed, and 
people settled upon it, the expenses of 
government will be largely met from the 
revenues of ithe Territory. I have no 


doubt that the construction of the north- ~~ 


south railway, although it is not men- 
tioned in this policy speech, will be found 





to be ong_of the necessary public works 

th _ to be undertaken by this Parliament. 
1 congratulate the Government on the 
i fact that they have indicated their mten-_ 


locking of the Murray. From the view- 
point of settling people upon the land in 
. Australia, I regard this as one of the most » 


important undertakings referred to in the | 


speech. I know something of the Murray 
from Echuca_ to its mouth, and have 
some idea of the possibilities and capa- 
_ bilities of the great Murray Basin. T> 
hope that the Commonwealth Govern- 
ment will get into touch with the States 
-coneerned at the earliest possible moment, 
and that, in the near. future, we shall not, 
pais eae the past, have a piece-meal. dis- 
jointed, disconnected kind of seheme car- 
ried out, but that the locking of the Mur- 
ray and the construction of great irriga- 
_ tion works in connexion therewith will be 
proceeded with at a very much more rapid 
rate than has characterized our opera-_ 
tious in the past. aes 
Shipbuilding and the A of 
_ Commonwealth railways are, in ' my 
opinion, absolutely necessary for the 
future development of this. country. ‘ 
in eonelusion, I want to say that I am 
_. pleased’ to notice the promise of the Go-« 
_ vernment to make some improvement in 
the conditions of our civil servants. I 
agree with Senator Lynch that the Public 
‘Service of the Commonwealth should 
_ attract, not the second, third, or fourth- 
grade men in our community, but the 
very best men we have. Unless we pay 
» such men adequately we cannot expect to 
secure their services. . We cannot hope to 
get a first class man for the wages paid. 
to a third or fourth class man. If you 
ask any business man im the community 
he will tell you that if you want brains 
and ability you must pay for them. We 
should get out of the rut of paying men 
a miserable, niggardly £200 or £300 a 
year for doing the work of a man who 
ought to. be setting £1,000 or £2,000 a 
year. I hope that the "Bill to be intro- 














 daced to deal with this question will be — | 


_ found to follow Sih on. the lines pen 

have indicated. 

ce he: programme of legislation sustnacal 

is fairly extensive, but not necessarily — 
alarming. I have no doubt that by the | 

a application of industry during: the com 

Ma Tecan ew ang . 
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2 ing session much oft the n 
by the Government in the op ming 
can be completed. I hope, : 
} : lame onpel of oe et se 
tion to expedite the works now being car- : int 
ried on so leisurely in connexion with’ the — 


i adjourned. Cae 


the press to the effect that 2 
census cards furnished Re 
‘ment some time ago, under 































































this ee OPE H ee 
and advancement of our 
Debate (on motion by s 


hee Aas Senator | 
posed— ay ie 
‘That the Senate ae now ts 


ter ieee he as notice 


a aa a been de 


rf wish to ask i. Ministe 

tion if his. attention ha 
a statement in the press. 
effect that. one of the mu 

within whose’ area a nun nb 
have been ereeted under it 
housing scheme, passed ae 
comments upon those houses 
that they afforded totally ina 
commodation for the hor 
and their: families. «It wa : 
? sipal 
would pass such ‘Toca i LWs 


erection of. soldiers’ 
‘of people have approache 
pected e ays that, it & a ve 







Cen 


ele be eS i in declaring them 
neo: human habitation, because they 
~ are too small, or because the land by 
sh; which they are surrounded is not suft- 


; ciently large. I-forget exactly what 
objection was urged by the municipal 
council referred to, but their condemna- 

tion was scathing, and I think that it 
would be wise, in the circumstances, for 
the Minister for Repatriation to make 

some statement on the subject. 
Senator BAKHAP (Tasmania) [6.15]. 

_—For some time past members -represent- 

“ ing Tasmania in this Chamber and an- 
Koo} other: place have been communierted with 
most volumnously by telegram and letter 

regarding the acute position that has 
- arisen in connexion with the head of 
- silver-le-d ores mined; ins that State. 
_ While these letters and telegrams were 
‘coming along the Prime Minister (Mr. 
~ Hughes). was absent in New South Wales, 
and necessarily those prine pally con- 
cerned in making representations in the 
‘proper quarter, which I understand is the 
Department of the Attorney-General, 
alae? over by the Prime Minister, 
-_-were obliged to wait his return. But. 
ee _ immedistely he returned I endeavoured 
to get into communicat on with him and 
point: ‘out how necessary it was that T'as- 

a _-manian representatives in the Federal 
Parliament should be given an oppor- 





















ar him in connexion, with this urgent 
“matter. I have since, in another way, 
- gommunicated with the Prime Minicter, 
2 and I would asx the Minister represent- 
img the Government in this Chamber to 
point out to the head of the Government 
how urgent this matter is and- bow im- 
i aaeaer it is for the Tasmanian members 

to be given, at a very early date, the ‘nter- 
‘view solicited by them, in order to put be- 
- fore him the urgency. of the position and 
the necessity for dealing with it straight 
Mataway: ok, do not propose to weary honor- 
able senators with the details. [ shall re- 
serve them until the opportunity of seeing 
the Prime M'nister is afidrded me. I 
- content myself’ by saying that the position 
ee a eee one, and (ec the policy of 


Pec tralian ores to other padre will have 
to be very fully considered. Also, I 
—-would be poet it As additional evidence 
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Ministry, seeing that it is already so very 


difficult for members representing a State — 
to get into touch with the Prime Minister — 


regarding a matter which is considered 

to be of vital importance to that State. 
Sendtor MILLEN (New South Wales— 

Minister .for Repatriation) 


as to the alleged destruction of census 
eards, I know nothing about the matter, 
but I shall endeavour to get the necessary 
‘nformation and make it available to the 
honorable senator at the next sitting, 

As to Senator Foll’s inquiry in refer- 
ence to certain statements in the press 
concerning war service homes, 1 may 
say that I have seen so many statements 
in the press that I have ceased to read 
any more of them. 

Senator Fotte—These were resolutions 
passed by a municipal council. 


Senator MILLEN.—I have not seen 
them. Has the honorable vane als seen 


them ? 

Senator Foiui.— Yes. 

Senator MILLEN.—Then I shall be 
very much obl ged if the honorable senator 
will place them before me. An objection- 
able practice has grown up. If any one 


into print,’ and I never hear of it. 
lt was the proper place of this shire to 
communicate the matter to me. It seems 
to me that there is not so much a desire 
to ellect. reform or prevent evil as there is 
to gain seme little publicity. If that be 
the case, they are welcome to that publi- 
city, but they are not helping the job by 
stopping at that. I have the assurance 
of the Housing Commissioner that in no 
district is he building houses in conflict 
wth local regulations. 
houses were built in the first instance a 
little short of the requirements of the 
Jocal authorities, but with that exception 
no house is being built to-day which does 
not conform with the local government 
requ'rements. I do not believe the state- 
ment that these particular houses are unfit 


for habitation, and I invite Senator Foll. 


to look at then. 
Senator Fort.—I do not believe the 
statement. 


[6.19 |— 
-With regard to Senator Grant’s inquiry — 


L think that nine | 
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to me of the necessity for exercising great _ 
care before adding to the existing activi- 
ties of members of the Commonwealth ~ 


has any fault to find in connexion 
with the activities of the Depart-— 
ment of, Repatriation he seems to 
think his job is finished by getting 
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Senator MILLEN.—From the houses I 
have seen I am certain that there is no 
man with the slightest commercial instinct 
who would not take over from the 
Housing Commissioner’s hands every house 
he has built at the money it has cost. 
They are small houses. That is obvious. 
There is a financial limit imposed by the 
Act. But up to that limit I am quite 
confident that the Commissioner so far 
has given excellent value. Shortly I hope 
to be able to make a full statement to the 
Senate traversing the activities of the Re- 
patriation Department and the Housing 
Commissioner. 

With regard to Senator Bakhap’s re- 
quest, I shall certainly fall in with it. I 
am a little surprised that he has pressed 
it here, because I was under he belief 
that the Prime Minister (Mr. Hughes) 
had already given him the undertaking 
to receive a deputation at as early a date 
as he is free to do so. However, I shall 
bring under the notice Gf my chief the 
request of the honorable senator, and en- 
deavour to furnish him with an answer 
when we meet next week. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

Senate adjourned at 6.22 p.m. 


House of Representatives. 


Phursday, 26 February, 1920. 


—- 


/ PROCLAMATION. 

The House met at 10.30 a.m., pursuant 
to the proclamation of His Excellency 
the Governor-General. 

The Cunrk read the proclamation, 


OPENING OF PARLIAMENT. 


The Usuer or tHE Buack Rop, being 
announced, was admitted, and delivered 
the message that the Deputies of the 
Governor-General for the opening of Par- 
liament requested the attendance of hon- 
orable members in the Senate chamber 
forthwith. 

Honorable members attended accord- 
ingly, and, having returned, 

The Deputy authorized by the Gover- 
nor-General to administer the oath 
entered the chamber. 

The Crerx read the commission, under 
the Great Seal of the Commonwealth, 


fREPRESENTATIVES.}] 


Parloament. 








authorizing the Honorable Isaac Alfred : 


Isaacs, a Justice of the High Court of — ws 
the oath, or 


Australia, to administer | 
affirmation, of allegiance to the King re- 
quired by law to be taken or made by 
members of the House of . yah: 
tives. ae 


MEMBERS SWORN. 


The CLERK announced that he had re- 
ceived returns to the writs for the election 
of members of the House of sn bes 2) 
tives. 


The following honorable members made 


and subscribed the oath of allegiance :— 
Anstey, Frank, Esquire, Bourke, Vic- 


toria. , 
Atkinson, Llewelyn, Esquire, Wilmot, i 
Tasmania. : 
Bamford, Hon. Frederick William, ee 


Herbert, Queensland. 
Bayley, James Garfield, Esquire, Ox- 
ley, Queensland. 


Bell, George John, Esquire, ee sy 
Bd aie 
Best, Hon. Sir Robert’ Wallace, 


K.O.M. G., Kooyong, Victoria. 
Blakeley, Arthur, Esquire, Dasa, 
New South Wales. ago 
Blundell, Reginald Pole, Esquire, Ade- | 
laide, ‘South Australia. 
Bowden, Eric Kendall, Esquire, Ne- 
pean, New South Wales. 


Brennan, Frank, Esquire, Batman, sei 
Victoria, ae ie 
Bruce, ftanley Melbourne, Esquire, 


Flinders, Victorias ee 
Burchell, Reginald John, Esquire, Bre: t 
mantle, Western ‘Naren: 
Cameron, Donald Charles, 
Brisbane, Queensland. BOER 
Catts, James Howard, Esquire, Cook, Nae te: 
New South Wales. Pee 
Chanter, Hon. John Moore, Riverina, 
New Siouth Wales. 
Chapman, Hon. Austin, Eden- Monaro, . 
New South Wales. 
Cook, Right Hon. | 
G.C.M.G., Parramatta, New South 
Wales. 


Cook, Robert, Esquire, Indi, Victoria, ume 
Corser, Edward Pernard Cresset, Es- — I 


quire, Wide Bay, Queensland. 


{ 


Cunningham, Lucien Lawrence, Es. a 


quire, Gwydir, New South Wales.” 
, Fenton, James Edward, 
Maribyrnong, Victoria, — 


Fleming, William Montgomerie, Es- ON 
he Robertson, New South Wales. a 


Esquire, ig 


Sir Joseph, PICs } re 


Esquire, Re 








<i frien. ‘Rigiaed: apitig 





4 tel Wake- 
md.) held; South: Australia, : 
ay ‘Francis, Frederick Henry, Esquire, 
: ths Gabe Victoria. : 
Rot ia | Esquire, Angas, 
, “Gibson, iw iin Gertaud: Esquire, 
rahe, Corangamite, Victoria. 
ee, | Greene, Hon. Waiter Massy, Rich- 


bee New South Wales. 
Gregory, ‘Hon. Henry, Dampier, West- 
i ( ern - Australia, 
: Groom, Hon. Littleton Ernest, Darling 
Downs, Queensland, 
Hay, Alexander, Esquire, New Eng- 
| : hian land, New South Wales. 





_ Higgs, . Hon. William Guy, Capricornia, 
ane Queen nsland. 
nah Hill, Wiliam Caldwell, Esquire, 
‘Rohuea, Victoria. ' 


Hughes, Right Hon. William Morris, 
abe Uyak. C., Bendigo, Victoria, 
Jackson, David PRAY) Esquire, Bass, 
| Tasmania. 
Johnson, Hon, William 
New South Wales. 
Jowett, Edmund, Esquire, Greanpians; 
5 Victoria. 
er" a Kerby, Edwin Thomas John, ‘Esquire, 
gO, Ballarat, Victoria. 


Ellict, 

















Lamond, Hector, Esquire, Illawarra, 
. New South Wales. 
a _ Lavelle, ' Thomas James, Esquire, 


Calare, New South Wales. 
inl Bubert Peter, Esquire, Wer- 
it ‘riwa, New South Wales, 
Waster! John Henry, Esquire, Corio, 
My Victoria. ' 

Rae Livingston, John, 
ede South’ ‘Australia. 

Mackay, George Hugh, Esquire, Lil- 
ley, Queensland. 

"Mahon, Hon. Hugh, Kalgoorlie, West- 
ern Australia. 

“f Mahony, | | Wiliam 


Esquire, 


George, 

? Dalley, New South Wales.. 
ae Makin Norman John Oswald, Esquire, 
ts Fire Hindmarsh, ‘South Australia. 

ee Malon 


‘Esquire, 









alter Moffitt. Esquire, Went- 
lew South Wales. 
William > Clanan, 
New South Wales. 
Esquire, Melbourne 


Es- 


Mathew: James, 
~ Ports, Victoria. 
- George — 
ywkner, Victoria, | 
) ‘illiams, Wiliam James, Esquire, 
Fr ak et Tasmania. 


Arnot, | * Bequire, 





Lang, 


Barker,.. 


Moloney, Parker John, Esquire, Hume, 
New South Wales. 


Nicholls, Samuel Robert, Esquire, 
Macquarie, New South Wales. Huw 
Page, ‘Earle Christmas Grafton, 


‘Esquire, Cowper, New South Wales. 
Page, Hon. James, Maranoa, Queens- 


land. 

Poynton, Hon. Alexander, Grey, South 
Australia. 

Prowse, John He Esquire, Swan, 
Western Australia. 

‘Riley, Edwagd, Esquire, South. - 
Sydney, New South Wales. daha 

Bede oe Arthur Stanislaus, Esquire, 
Wannon, Victoria. 

Ryan, Hon, Thomas Joseph, West 


Sydney, New South Wales. 
Ryrie, Major- -General the Hon. Sir 
Granville de Laune, K.C.M.G., C. Be 
North Sydney, New South Wales. 
Smith, Hon. William Henry Laird, 

Denison’ Tasmania. 


Stewart, Percy Gerald, Esquire, Wim-. 


mera, Victoria. 
Story, Wiliam Harrison, Esquire, 
Boothby, South Australia. 
Tudor, Hon, Frank Gwynne, Yarra, 
Victoria. ft 
Watkins, Hon. David, Newcastle, 


New South Wales. 
Watt, Right Hon. William Alexander, 
P.C., Balaclava, Victoria, 
West, John Edward, Esquire, 
Sydney, New South Wales. 
Wienholt, Arnold, Esquire, 
Queensland. 

Wise. Hon George Henry, Gippsland, 
Victoria. 

The Deputy retired. 


East 


Moreton, 


ELECTION OF SPEAKER. 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND 
fi1.4].—I move— 


(Tlawarra) 


That the honorable member for Lang, the - 


Hon, William Elliot Johnson, do take. the 


chair of the House as Speaker. 

I need offer no words of ‘commendation, 
since most honorable members have sat 
under the Speakership of the honorable 


member for Lang, and no’one will ques- 


tion the ability and fairness which 


characterized his occupancy of the chair. 
I have very much pleasure in submit-_ 


ting this motion, and trust that it will _ 


meet with the concurrence of the House. 


Mr. CORSER (Wide Bay) [11.5].—I 


have much pleasure in seconding the 
motion. It is unnecessary to add to what 


kat 


ae as 


+30 *. Election of - 





for Illawarra (Mr. ‘Hector Lamond) in 
submitting it, for the House as a whole 
knows that even-handed justice was 
meted out by the honorable member for 
Eang as Speaker. 


Mr, RILEY (South Sydioy) fate] se 


T rise, not to oppose the nomination of the — 


honorable member for Lang for the office 
of Speaker, but to draw attention to one 
or two anomalies relating to the manage- 
ment of this House. in connexion with 
every industry in every State increases of 
wages have taken place, yet we still have 
throughout the Parliament attendants 


whose. remuneration is based upon what I. 


consider a very low standard of wages. 
There are attendants and others who have 
received very little consideration either 
from the Government, the Speaker, or 
the President of the Senate. In New 
South Wales the basic. wage 1s £3 17s. pet 
week. That is the minimum wage, and 
having regard to the cost of living, it is 
‘not too much; yet we have on the staff of 
this House apaGientahl employees dis- 
charging important duties as between 
members and the public who receive 
only about £3 per week. Hven the 
Victorian Railways Commissioners have 
increased the minimum wage of their em- 
ployees to 11s. 9d. per day, and Govern- 
ment Departments generally have seen fit 
to grant in¢reased payments. The em- 
: levees of this Parliament are not under 
the Public Service. Commissioner; they 
are controlled by Mr. Speaker and the 
President of the Senate, 
_. allowed. ‘to 
Court. There is in this regard a serious 
anomaly. Why should the President of 
the Senate have any control over the em- 
-ployees of this branch of the Legislature ? 
Mr. Speaker should have full power and 
control over them. 


_ Mr. Bamrorp—The honorable mem- 
ber should not forget to put m a word for 
‘members generally while he is dealing 
with this subject. 

Mr. 
member for his reminder that there are 
quite a number of honorabie members of 
this Parliament who are not, le coin 
getting a fair thing. 

Sir Joserpn Coox.—I Fagen” it ‘was 
to draw attention to that matter that the 
‘honorable anember rose to speak. ‘es 


IR EPRESENTATIV Es ma 
4 eae 
ah been. said by. the ees member 4 





Ministers — 


_ .which was granted to. them 


gentleman is afraid to. strike, beeau 


| attention is that, immediately — 


tend to in connexion with matt 


and are not. 
appeal to the Arbitration. 


RILEY 1 (aeohe bono. 

































Mr, RILEY me anal 
for the right. . : 
conten ‘ 
ments, and having to . 
expenditure of millions Tee ni 
annum, still receive the paltry alloy 


ago. It is unreasonable that t me 
who, one by one, are dropping off bec au 
of the heavy work east upon them sh Bak 
be expected by the country to be conten’ ty 
with an inadequate allowance. Vane 
Sir JosurH Coox —And- yet we 
strike. * can 
Mr. RILEY. are righ hone 
he did he would lose his job. 
Sir JosupH Coox.—Does the Honorable 
member suggest that he woul 
on us if we struck? aS 
_ Mr. RILEY.—IT certainly 


after the right hionotenil Sento 
Another point to which I wish 


posted in 1 the rooms set ‘apart fae | 
members in the Commonwealth S 
offices, Sydney, that franked stamps 
not be used by honorable membe 
late Parliament. The dissolutio 
taken ‘place, they had ceased ti 
bers, and they were not to 
stamps, although they still ha 
volume of public corresponden 


ing their electorates. 
Mr. Grecory.—The same 
posted in the Perth and del e < 
Why should an exception 1a 
inoue of. Sanat ae m8 ae 
to issue sich ae ribeicas YT 
-orable ae Seg, 


ss the ee of Mr. cane or the 
dent of the Senate. During. the e 
period we had still to deal, by me: 
correspondence, | with qu estions 1 


saihlenea matters, and yet ¢ 

were withheld frail Us, sre 
that, whoever is elected as” 
this House, will insist ota 
undivided control ob al 


m4 ieee uy a ye rl ira, ees J 
Fe Se Mek FB 2 eae Bar 


pep WN bl ee 






cae e E lection oft 
noi | ‘ 
ey. matters rela ating to it, wailbat any Mee 
ance from the President: of ‘the: Senate. 
phys Reba Speaker would then have the respon- 
sibility thrown upon him of seemg that 
- adequate wages are paid to the employees 


—— 


Yok the: ‘Parliament, and that the privilege 


of using stamps is not taken away from 
_ honorable members under the cireum- 
 stanees I have mentioned. I must say 
1 that I have always fouhd Mr. Johnson 
very courteous, and,~personally, T have 
ee feeling against haha at all. I hope, 
however, that if he be elected, he will do 
a fair thing towards our employ ees, and 
y see that they are assured a decent stan- 
> dard of living. 
Mr. MAHONY (Dalley) [11.10].—I 
By beg to support the remarks made by the 
honorable member for South Sydney 
(ifr. Riley), more particularly in regard 
_ to the attendant in charge of the Com: 
- monwealth rooms in Sydney. TI do not 
say this because of the fact that it is a 
Sydney « case, ‘but merely because it is one 
which comes under the direct» notice of 
New South Wales members. This at- 
_ tendant is a returned soldier, who was 
4 one of the first to enlist, and has four 
- Years’ service to his credit. He was an 
| comeegs and he is now given employment 
at ‘the. “magnificent wage of £2 17s. a 


Mr. Hxoror Lamonp.—It is dis- 
eraceful! — 
TRE MAHON ND, ee is, especially - in 
















view Of Wi iiact that the Boerd of Trade 
in New South Wales, which exhaustively 
investigated. the cost of living, fixed the 
baste wage at £3 17s. 6d. per week. I 
understand that~ when somebody found 
that we on this side of the House intended 
to take this) ‘opportunity to ventilate the 
ease of this attendant, he was paid an 
‘glace 53. a week ; Si even that rags not 

eras wage. , We sania ok vari our 
‘below those that an outside employer is 
allowed to pay in New South Wales. I 
feel quite certain that the matier needs 
only to. be ment‘oned for the incoming 
Se Sakon who, I nae no ‘doubi, will, be 


1 ie oe iE cont waa 
y MAHON Y.—I believe that ay 
Johnson realizes that there isa feel- 


ne 26. esses 190 


employees to work for wages which are, 


. honorable members. 





— Speaker. 





ing of indignation amongst honorable — 
members of “this House about this dis- 
graceful treatment of an attendant, he 
will be strong and determined enough to _ 


withstand the pressure of the President 
of the Senate. As Speaker he should 
be the “boss of the show” here, and not 
aet at the dictation of the President of 
the Senate. As I say, I feel sure it. is 
only necessary to mention the matter to 


—— 





have the Speaker realize that he owes a : 


duty to himself and the employees. 
There is another matter to which I 
desire to refer, 
of the precingts of Parliament by the 
military authorities. J wish to say, in 
the most kindly manner poss.ble, that 
any Speaker in a British Parliament who 
allows any outside body to enter the Par- 


liament.and interfere with its affairs, is 


recreant to his duty as the custodian of 
the rights of a British community. The 
principle of British government is that 
the people are sovereign, and that when 
they have elected their representatives 
those representatives shall have full free- 
dom of discussion, with nothing but theit 
own rules to control them. Apart from 
all outside influence, the people’s repre- 


sentatives should be able, in quite an un-— 


fettered way, to discuss and decide what 
should be the laws of the country. What- 
ever the reason, justification, or pretext 
for the entry of the military authorities 
within the precincts of Parliament, that 
entry is an interference with the rights 
and privileges of the honorable members 
of the House. 


and that is the invasion’ 


Mr. Grecory.—What about the dis. 
loyalty expressed here? | 
Mr. MAHONY.—I wish. honorable 


members to realize that I have no time — 


for, disloyalty. - I am emphasizing the 


fact that the honorable members of the 


House are masters of their own destinies, 


~and can always rule their own affairs. 
-If an honorable member does anything 
not in accordance with the rules or with . 


the best. traditions of Parliament, the 
House can deal with him—that is the 
duty of the “House and not the duty of 
any outside body. The military. 
authorities were allowed to come stamp- 


ing mto this House and interfere with, — 


and take away, the correspondence of 
A Speaker who 
allows that to be done is recreant to his 
duty. Though I may seem to be speak- 
ing with some heat, I make these remarks 


7 
f { 
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i in ae scan C Gndly a ee 
bility and not allow any further inter- 
_ ference by outside bodies in our business. 
_ Tf it be war time and there may be 
i danger to the Empire in certain contin- 
| gencies, surely the House can protect it- 
self? The British Parliament would sternly 
resent any interference by the military or 
others with its rights and privileges. The 
' moment there is any hampering of the 
functioning of Parliament by interference 
-> from an Aieeide body there is started a 

danger of revolution. 
such circumstances are prone to get tired 


things in a constitutional way. They 


a begin to ask themselves, ‘‘ What is the use | 


of this Parliament and its flummery to 
us if, when we send men to Parliament 
to represent us, we find that, instead of 
being allowed to sneak freely, their words 
are censored?” The people see that when 


members are written to the correspondence er 


is interfered with; and there is started in 


the minds of the people agitation that 
may lead us into revolution before we 


know it. The people ought to be given 


every opportunity through a free and a 
open Parliament to levislaté in the in-. 
terests of the community, and only in. 


this way shall we avoid revolutionary 





ideas. Otherwise the only course will be 


to take the advice of the Prime Minister. 
(Mr. Hughes), which he gave many years 


ago, when lt sat humbly at his feet—the 
advice that the moment we of the Labour 
party found the doors of Parliament shut 
against us we should have to take some 
other action. The moment we allow any 
interference by an outside body with our 


rights and privileges the parHamentary 


- institution is doomed, and the people will 
adopt other means of carrying out de- 
sired reforms. If we allow this inter- 
ference with Parliament the day of reck- 
oning will inevitably come, and on the 


heads of those who allow it will rest the 


Put responsibil! tv. 

Mr. WEST (East Sydney) [11. 20]— 
I take this opportunity of referring ,to 
several matters affecting the Speakership 


' and the forms of the House, because I 
know from experience the difficulty of 


a ‘doing so when the Speaker is. in the 
Chair. : 
' are told that we are to live in a new 








wish the Speaker to realize his responsi~ i 
aes objected to the 
a wig and gown. Such r 
out of place in a demoer ie 
The horsehair wig is ar 


makes him look a perfect gu 


The people under 


of parliamentary institutions and of doing © 


Speaker 


‘toms 


‘This emblem has been | 


of the people; that is wh 
‘Those honorable memb 


- Speaker is in the Chai 


“hidden. 


‘purpose of scaring: cro 
_man, finding that it wa 
The war has terminated, and we” 


Fay None a cei ah ney ‘we » shall cia that 4 
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the Speaker’s - hearing, 


nothing to the dignity of th 
the Legislatures 
Switzerland, and some of 
States, realizing that the 
are superfluous, have a 
To- ool the Pres iy of th } 




























































pathy was in power, 
of this House 
During the three years no 
but something was gained, 
of business without that ; 
Speaker’s head. In wee a wi 
Speaker only follows old orms an a 
, and we can very weli 
fore nd customs that im] 


sane Parliaments, and, in m 
is absolutely useless, and 1 
tributes to the dignity of o 
It does not encourage | 
gence. After all, membe 
are supposed to be the ¢ 


to the House will discover that J Ww 


"a plas 
ment, covered with gold leaf, is 
the table, but. as soon as we 
Committee, in yh! ‘ch the bus 
graver importance to the cor 
mace is ,removed from 
‘On one oceasio: 
liament lost its. mace, — 

covered, a long time late 
man’s garden, where it 





work, atioe | it ag the 
treated their Joss, follov 
1. Th ; 





Rei. 1 Blec‘ion of 
and, finding that rain fell ‘shortly after- 
' wards, they chopped up the. old one. 
_ Similarly the Chinese gardeners treated 
that stupid and uncalled-for thing called 
_ the mace. I feel sure that if the people 
_ outside were appealed to, millions would 
_ vote against the continuance of such an 
article in this Chamber. Honorable 
members are in the same position as are 
_ directors of a company; we are here as 








directors of the affairs of the nation, and 


_ we do not require a mace. The only use 
for it that I can imagine is to hit on the 
head an honorable member who becomes 

_ obstreperous. Any elector who watches 
_ from the gallery the use of the mace must 

conclude that a Parliament which con- 

_ timues such a practice is very stupid. . 

Pe ant The late Speaker followed the habit of 

some of his predecessors in regard to 

motions of dissent from rulings. When- 
ever such a motion was tabled, the 

_ ‘Speaker next day read to the House a 
. memorandum, to which no_ honorable 
member paid the least attention. That 

memorandum would be full of ancient 

history from May, which had nothing at 
all to do with this Parliament. Actually 

- the Speaker of this House makes his own 

_ standing orders. He is a creature of the 

_ Government in the same way as are all 

- honorable members sitting on the Trea- 

-sury bench. — 

Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—Who § started 

_ making the Speaker a creature of -the 

_ Government? 

_. Mr. Tunor.—It was started by the 

Liberal party when on the death of Sir 

_ Frederick Holder they selected Dr. Carty 

_ Salmon for the position. 

_ Mr. WEST.—My only object is to make 

+ this a sane Parliament and provide all 

_ possible facilities for the proper conduct 

of business, doing away with everything 

_ that is superfluous. Honorable members 

- ought to jealously guard against, just as 

- much as Mr. Speaker should, any en- 

~~ eroachment of their privileges. On one oc- 

- @asion when there was a disturbance in 

_. England the Duke of Cambridge, who was 

in command of the Household Troops at 

the time, asked Mr. Speaker Brand, one 
of the finest Speakers the British Parlia- 
ment ever had, whether he would accept 
the assistance of the military to guard 

Parliament, but the Speaker said, 

_ “When the civil police cannot control 

the people, it is for the Government to 
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step in and rémove the causes.” That re- 
ply should be riveted on the memory of 
every honorable member of this House. 


‘It is the civil authorities who should be 


called upon to protect our privileges, and 
we cannot do better than adhere to that 
principle, which hag been so well estab- 
lished in the British Parliament. I hope 
that in this new world, after the war, 
members of this new Parliament will 
set out to make it a sane body, and pro- 
ceed to do the business which is so badly 
needed for the people. 

Mr. Hecror Lamonp.—Then let us get 
to it. 

Mr. WEST.—I have no wish to detain 


honorable members. but I hope that the 


few pearls of wisdom I have breathed this 
morning will not be lost. I have nothing 
to gain—I presume there will he no other 
nomination. If I were to nominate any 
one I would nominate myself, on the 
principle that charity begins at home, 
but I speak now because it is the only 
opportunity that honorable members have 
of ventilating any grievances in relation 
te the Speakership. Once the Speaker is 
elected. ke has the Government behind 
him, and any notice of objection or dis- 
sent from his ruling is placed at the bot- 
tom of the business paper, where it re- 
mains until Parliament dissolves. No 
matter how much honorable members’ 
privileges may be invaded, no matter how 
heinous the offence may be, an honorable 
member has not the least- opportunity of 
having the matter discussed unless the 
Government give him the opportunity of 
doing so, I am satisfied that even if my 
words have no effect I am voicing the 
opinion of people outside. As renresen- 
tative of the people of East Sydney, I feel 
that I must avail myself of this oppor- 
tunity of expressing their opinion. I 
should not be worthy of the trust they 
have placed in me if I did not do so, and 
so long as I have breath in my body and 
held my present position, any one who at- 
temps to interfere with my prerogatives 
as a representative will find himself in 
“Queer Street.” I hope that the silly 
business of having a mace will be 
abolished. It only requires some one w:th 
courage to draw attention to it. I have 
had the courage to do so, and I believe 
that, as a roes't of the step I have taken, 
the Speaker elected to-day will have fully 
impressed upon him how stupid it is to 





What ieeantace dees the cheat gain he 





Mr. Speaker comes to open our proceed-. _ 


ings” preceded by the Serjeant- at-Arms * 
‘with a stick on his shoulder? This BS 
not .a military body, nor is it a 
court martial, We are supposed to ie 
the creme de la creme of the people, and 
we are elected to do the business of the | 


country. Let us wipe out all these une 


called for practices of the past, and start 
off as a sane assembly; let our presiding © 
officer sit as an ordinary citizen, dis- 
playing, not a. wig, but his own 
hair. I. believe that Mr. Johnson. 
has enough hair on his head to enable 
him to oceupy the position of Speaker as 
did bis predecessor during the years 
1910-13, wheii so much good business was_ 
done in this House by the Democrats who 
had the opportunity of governing the 
country. There 3s no wig in use in the 
‘Senate, nor in the great Assemblies of 
the Continent of Europe, nor in the. 
~ House of Representatives or the Senate ~ 
of the United States of America. 
members of those Legislatures realize 
their responsibilities just as much as we 
do, and they do not require any flummery 
or foolish unealled-for ceremonies to en- 
able them to conduct the bus ness they 
are called upon to do. I feel confident 
_ that to-day I am doing justice to the 
people, as well as to the House, in asking 
for the removal of the two anomalies to 
which I have drawn attention. 


Mr. BLAKELEY (Darling) [11. 39]— 


I desire to take advantage of this oppor- - 


tu tunity to protest against the Australian 


Parliament being a sweating institution. — 


Undoubtedly the attendants are sweated, — 
and every honorable member should know 
it. Mr. Johnson already knows it. The 
Pres‘dent of the Senate knows that these 
men are being sweated. 

Dr, Maroney. ti is not Mr. J ohnson’ $ 
ee fault 

7 Ne! BLAKELEY. —I would certainly 
say to Mr. Johnson that when he is again 
“placed in the position of Speaker, the 
 odium of this Parliament. being termed a 
Sweating institution should cease. Here 
we have men working in and about this 
very Chamber on a wage of £3 a week— 





17s. under the living wage; and ‘heaven 







only: knows that the amount of £3. 17s., as. 
fixed in New South Wales, is really — 
Ab nothing upon which. to save, money. 
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ing still going u 
~ Mr. BLAKELE 


been mentioned this 
been receiving £2. 175 5. 
every week under the | 
“ptate. Mr.’ Johnson 
his own hands. 
Mr. Bowven.—It i 


Mr. BLAKELEY.— 
Service Com 
Speaker of this ‘Chamb: 


the attendants in this 
“cerned. | ae 
Mr. Bownzy.—But : n¢ se 


this Sd deolimets upor 
and about this House, na 
must dress. I suppose 
forms to-day would cost 
or £14 each. Every di 
must be Lato oee in 


Mr. Ritey. 
brass buttons. 





ting the tae Pion | 
Mr. Rirey.—And the. st 
Mr. BLAKELEY. —Ye 
the stamp or the mark o 
Several HonoraBLe 
nothing of the kind. — 
Mr. BLAKELEY- 
ievuttade are about as § 
hair wig and the gown ‘ 
this difference, that the 


marks of servitude. 
Mr. Bowprn. — 

medal? MEA; 
Mr. BLAKELEY.— | 

medal! A*medal whic 
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eal Bim eren: from thos tow hone 
which distinguish the messengers and at- 
 tendants” generally from honorable mem- 
~ bers themselves; for, I suppose, that is 
why those things were first introduced. 
Possibly it was that some of the at- 
- tendants might have been mistaken for 
4 members. of Parliament. 
atv verity that when the honorable mem- 
» ber for Lang i is again placed in the oflice 
_ of Speaker he will see that this is not a 
- sweating institution. It is an outrage 
_ that men should be sweated when engaged 
in and about the corridors of this Parlia- 
‘ment; that they should be paid £2 17s. a 
week, “£2 18s.. £3 Os. 6d., and £3 1s. It is 
an outrage that they should be paid such 
) Wages” for doing work which, outside the 
precincts of Parliament, is remunerated 
"at the rate of £3 18s. and £4 per week. 
_ Here, however, it would seem that we can 
do nothing else but sweat the men who 
are attending upon us, cleaning the build- 
aA ing, and doing work of the like nature. 
Snead f desire now to refer to another, and 
a mots serious, matter. During the panic 
of 1918 it was decided by the Govern- 
apent that the tongues.of honorable mem- 
‘bers on this side ‘should be curbed, and 
that if that could not be brought about, 
_ then, at any rate, we should be given no 
_ publicity so far as the records of Hansard 
were concerned. The plot was hatched 
and a scheme was brought down to this 
House. It was submitted that Mr. 
_ Speaker should be given power to say 
whether or not the speeches of honorable 
es, should be printed in Hansard. 
_ Mr. Johnson accepted: the responsibility, 
and carried out the job as he was ex- 
"pected to do. This is not a personal mat- 
_ ter so far as Mr. Johnson and myself are 
eoncerned—it is a national matter. 
ON either Mr. Johnson nor any other per- 
son in this community should have the 
right to. say to an honorable member of 
this Parliament, “That which you have 
ee spoken in the Legislaéure of this country 
shall not be printed.’’ Certain remarks 
_ which were censored, first of all by the 
oi military author’ ties, and their actions in- 
dorsed by Mr. Johnson, comprised a criti- 
esm of— the intentions of Japan and of 
the aspirations of the Japanese towards 
_ Anstralia. I spoke upon those matters 














outside of this chamber before my con- 
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cord with the consent of Mr. Speaker. 
About four months afterwards in London, 
however, exactly similar material was 
used by the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Hughes) before the Peace Conference. 
It is to hoped that no longer will it be © 
said that this Pariuament is a sweating 
institution, that men are engaged in their’ 
duties here at less than .a livmg wage— 
men who are being sweated. Also, I trust 
that never again will it be said that 
speeches delivered in this House have been 
allowed to be censored by a Speaker. 
Mr. BRENNAN (Batman) [11.47].—I 
do not wish to labour this discussion or 
to refer at length to matters which we 
may be able to deal with more or less 
adequately when a Speaker has been ap- 
pointed. Neither do I intend to take this 
opportunity of saying those harsh and un- 
kind things about Mr. Johnson which I 
am quite sure he expected from me. As a 
matter of fact, I make no complaint about 
Mr. Johnson. On several oecasions he 
was conspicuously fair to me. He im- 
posed certain lmitations on my right to 
discuss the character of the Prime Min- 
ister (Mr. Hughes), which, I thought, 
were very unfortunate, because I felt that 
the limitations of the English language 
already -imposed restrictions sufficient 


when one was dealing with the character 
honorable 


and capacity of the right 
gentleman who is still Prime Minister. 

However, all I can say is that if Mr. 

Johnson is re-elected Speaker, I shall 
enter this Parliament in the confident 
hope and belief that we will get on ex- 
cellently together. I now invite him to 
treat me even more fairly than he did in 
the last Parliament; to extend to me that 
measure of friendliness and fatherly so-. 
licitude that I have a right to expect 
from him as an old parliamentarian, 
and not that he shall read the Standing 
Orders with a too rigorous strictness — 
when [I am endeavouring to deal with 
public problems. But I should remark 
here that it is by no means a foregone 
conclusion that the honorable member for 
Lang is to be elected Speaker on this oc- 
easion. Upon his having been nominated 
I do not think that we have exhausted 
the talent of this House. 1 therefore 
move, by way of amendment— 

That the honorable member for Dallev, Mr. 


William George Mahony, do take the chair of 
the House as Speaker. 


a 
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Mr. Mahony is a man who possesses in 
a very high-degree the judicial oepeity. 
ment. 

_ Mr. Masony.—Hear, hear! and this is 
quite spontaneous, too! 

Mr. BRENNAN.—He has ane 
he has given very recent evidence of it— 
_ a very graceful and ornate diction, and 
his pronunciation of the vowel sounds has 
been more than once the subject of high 
encomiums. His knowledge of the forms 
of the House has been amply demonstrated 
to-day, as well as on other occasions. He 
ig a distinguished member of the party to 
which I belong, and Labour members 
might well follow the example of those 
of other parties by electing to, the judicial 
position of presiding officer a man who is 
’ likely to help his own side. If I secure 
the election of Mr. William George 
Mahony to the position of Speaker, I 
shall have done what I rose to do. Other 
matters may be left in abeyance until 
this distinguished gentleman has been 
placed in the oflice which 1 hope he may 
fill. 

Mr. MAHON (Kalgoorlie) [11.51].— 
This seems an appropriate occasion to 
refer to the manner in which the 
names of honorable members appear in 
the Hansard reports, which, so far as this 
House is concerned, are, I understand, 
under the control of the Speaker. I have 
before me a volume of the Hansard record 
of last session, in which I find military 
titles attached to the names of some mem- 
bers who had served, or were then serving, 
in the Australian Imperial Force, although 
‘no recogn‘tion is made of the military 
services of other members. For instance, 
Lt.-Colonel Abbott and Major-General 
_ Ryrie are given their military titles, but 
Mr. Corboy, Mr. Heitmann, Mr. McGrath, 
Mr. Yates, Mr. Fleming, and others 
‘who had also served or were serv ng 
are not referred to in their mili- 
tary capacity, apparently — because 
they did not hold sufficiently high com- 
missioned rank. In my) view, if Sir 
“Granville de Laune Ryrie, K.C.M.G., 
CB., is entitled to the publication’ in 





Hansard, week after week, of all his pre- 


fixes and suffixes, members who served in 
any military capacity should be gy ven 
some similar recognition of their services. 


Mr. Tuvor.—There should be no mili- | 


dakietitles. because We are a civilian com- 
munity. 


a PRESENTATIVES. 1 


4s that if the services of a 
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of men and another. 































vices, "although he held domaine iS 
rank. I recommend this matter to the at- 
tention of the Speaker, when elected. 
As to the motion for the election of the 
have had experience of that gentleman in 
the chair, and found him courteous. and— 
impartial. Therefore I. shall not oppose 
his election, though if there is a nomina- 
tion from the party to which I belong, I : 
shall certainly vote for one who, as” ‘the , 
honorable member for Batman. said, | 
might, following the example of ‘men ne 
chostn from other parties, be inclined to ; 
give his own side a fairer deal. a eY 
Mr. NICHOLLS (Macauarie) fi. 55 I. i 
—I support the motion of the honorable 
member for Batman for the election, as. 
Speaker, of the “honorable member for) 
Dalley. I need not enlaree upon the 
many qualifications which Mr. Mahony — 
possesses for the office, which I should — 
like him to fill. I am sure that, if elec- 
ted, he will fittingly carry out its duties, 
and will act much more impartially than | 
Mr. Johnson did. He may taken: 
cept’on to the wearing of a wig. 


Mr. Bamrorp.—God | mS 


ae 










Mahony. ones I shall not! iothes 
discuss Mr. Mahony’s good -noints, — 
cause they are already too well knoy 
The honoratle member for arlin, 
referred to the lowness of the wages ] 
to the attendants of this Parliamen 
has come to my knowledge that, alt 
some of our waiters haves just had 
wages increased to £3 6s. per week, - 
is deducted from that amount the sum 
IT hope that whoev Nig , 
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in wages. 
our waiters are often in attendance for 


sv cost, vot" 





re i sinesieue if 9d. per men No waiter in 
private’ employment has to pay such a 
charge when receiving only £3 6s. a week 
It must be remembered that 


very long hours. They may be required 
to remain here until midnight, or even 
until 4 o’clock in the morning. The high 
clothing and. other necessaries 
’ makes their conditions very hard, and 
- they are entitled to at least as much con- 


sideration as other persons. 


_ * Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) 


Vike 58|.—We have heard a good deal on 
the subject of the wages paid to those in 
attendance on this Parliament, and about 
the general control of these premises; and, 
as a member of the late House is 
mittee, I wish to say a word or two on the 
whole ’subject. Honorable members may 
not be aware, yet it is a fact, that this 
Parliament: House is owned, not by the 


people of Australia, but by the President 


of the Senate and the Speaker ofthe 
he House of Representatives; though if there 
is anything wrong it is the fault of Par- 
liament itself. At one time there was 
here a Olerk of Parliaments who owned 
the buildings, and was in charge of the 
gardens, too. , There were then most 
_.. peculiar notions held on the subject of 
? control. 


Mr. Tupor. a6 was he? 
Mr. MATHEWS.—He has _ passed 


ib away, so that I shall not give his name. 
The House Committee is a joint body, 


composed of members from _ both 
i: Houses; but it is a farce, because 
- it ‘has no control. When it meets, 


Mr. Speaker and the President are very 
courteous when we wait upon them in re- 


_. gard to these matters, but we can get no- 


thing more than courtesy from them. 
The House Committee may determine 


upon a certain course of action, yet be pre- 


_yented from giving effect to it. Every 
one knows that the wages which our 


attendants are receiving are a disgrace.. 


But why should we hide behind Mr. 
_ Speaker and the President? , ‘The fault 


rests, not with them, but with Parliament : 
«itself. © 
’~ have no control over the public purse. 
_ They must obtain supplies from the Trea- 


The President and Mr. Speaker 


iM sury, and if employees of the Parliament 


are sweated, we must blame, not the Presi- 


dent or Mr. Speaker, but the Parliament 





itself. Wien Mr. Breakers is in the chair 
the House should have power to instruct 
him as to what shall be done in regard to 
all such matters. JI want the people to 
realize that they do not own the Par- 
liament buildings. Under the present 
system they are owned by the Presi- 
dent and Mr. Speaker, and while we 
continue to allow them to control 
them, and give them no power over the 
public purse, I shall not blame them for 
the low wages paid to parliamentary off- 
cers. Honorable members will admit that 
it is practically impossible for a man with 
a wife and three children to live on a wage 
of £3 63s. a week; yet many of our 
attendants receive an even lower wage. 
Despite our knowledge as to the cost of 
living, we go on sweating officers and 
attendants of the House. I hope we shall 
talk no more about this question, but see 
to it that a living wage is paid to all par- 
liamentary employees. I eall upon the 
Treasurer (Mr. Watt) to see that a living 
wage is paid them. The Victorian Rail- 
ways Board has fixed upon 11s. 9d. per 
day as the minimum wage that should be 
paid in that Department, and that, I 
think, is little enough. We have parlia- 
mentary officers who are receiving less. 
We should bring up the minimum wage to 
the rate prevailing in New South Wales. 
A man with a wife and three children 
cannot exist with any degree of comfort 
on less than £4 a week. That should be 
the irreducible minimum, and it is up to 
us to see that the wages of our attendants ~ 
are increased. If they are not, then we 
must blame, not the President or Mr. 
Speaker, but Ourselves. 


Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) [12.4].— 


-[I rise in a spirit of fair play to make 


sure that new members of the House 
shall not wrongly blame the honorable 
member for Lang for the failure to pay 
our attendants a reasonable wage. I know 
that it was not his fault, as Speaker in the 
Jast Parliament, that parliamentary offi- 
cers received, and still receive, less than 
£3 a week. When I put. a question to 
him on the subject he unwittingly gave 
me an inaccurate answer, which had been 
supplied to him. If there be any blame 
in this matter—and I maintain that there 
is—it rests with the President of the 
Senate. I regret to have to make such a 
statement, since I have been friendly with 








tse ‘Prusideat for many years; ‘but T cer- 
tainly do not like to see him, as_ ‘Presi- 


_ dent, paying less than trade union wages. 


It may be news to many honorable mem- 
bers that on the dissolution of this House 
the typists attached to Hansard were given 


a four-months’ holiday without pay. 
That is unfair; When we go into recess, 


our allowance continues. Security of 


tenure is the best guarantee of good ser- 


vice. Everybody employed in this build- 
ing should be regarded as an “ officer”’ of 
Parliament, and be granted, from the 


highest to ‘the lowest, the same een 


leave. The honorable member for North | 


Sydney (Sir Granville Ryrie) will agree | 


with me that generals unaided cannot win a 


-owar. Wars have been won by privates in 
an army—as, for instance, by Xenophon— 


after all the officers have been removed, 
and sometimes men have won a battle in 
pite of their generals. Happily, that was 
not our experience in the recent war. I 


, am sure the honorable member will agree 


with me that all officers of the Par'iament 
should participate in any holiday system. 


associated with it. 


_ I httle thought when, at the opening of 
the first session of the last Parliament, L 
introduced this means of ventilating a 


grievance that it would be again resorted 


to. I availed myself of it on that oc- 


14th June, 1917. | “hs 
J am confident that if the honorable 
- member for Lang (Mr. W. Elliot John- 


casion because I felt that I had been un- 
fairly treated in connexion with the dele- 


tion of a sworn declaration from the pages 


of Hansard, and desired to have it again 
placed on record. The declaration, which 
related. to an incident in the House, was 
deleted from Hansard on the motion of 
the present Minister for the Navy (Sir 
Joseph Cook), and I seconded that motion 
because the right honorable: member gave 
me an assurance that he would inquire: 


into the incident. To his credit, be it. 
said, he has told the honorable mem- 


ber concerned that he ought to apologize 
to me and so end the incident; but that 


has not been done. Those Sahn Wiel to 
make themselves familiar with the pur- i 
port of the declaration will find it in 


Hansard, volume 1xxxii., page 22, of 


son) is elected as Speaker his position will 






be strengthened as a result of this debate. _ 
I think I am right in saying that when, 


va during the war, the parliamentary build. 
i ings: were invaded by nore oficgy ssi 
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under no circumstances, pe 
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oe Linge powers: ‘conf 
“by the War Precautions 
was not in Melbourne, | yu 
Presideut of the Senate 
statement is incorrect I ‘ho 
corrected, because I desire t 
fair, and would not, even b 


the kind that I can recall fr ‘ 
of British history is that made by a 
Englishman, who entered Ho 


Cromwell been a king he 
called a oe man, hut | 
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accusation that we had t 
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military or any hae . ae 


the. permission of tie. pr 
On the occasion to. which 


Baie in a junior mi! ‘ibaa officer 


showed him my member’ s badge 
wanted something more than th 
would be content only with . 
Issued by his Department. a 1: 
the House; but I resent the 
military. The parliamentar 
of British communities ha 
present stage by means o 
England had the-vilest frar 
world previous to the wa hough | 
she has a very fair one. This, howey 
only been achieved by contint 
While continental countries - 
autocracy of monarchy, Eng 
head off in the time of © 
every succeeding George h 
ment making itself more _powerfu 
peal to Mr, Johnson, and Ta ilso- 
my friend, Mr. Mahony—if. 

likely chance the latter 


tary to take possession of Par 


Mr. W. ELLIOT t OHNSON 
-119.22].—I have to tender m 
the mover and seconder of - ny n 
for the position of Speaker 


bee 








a inhivé also to thank the mover and seconder 
of my nomination, and submit myself to 
the House. — \ 

He Question —That the 2 ee William 
- Elliot - Jobnson do take the chair as 
Speaker—put. The House divided. 








ae, 46 

th vty oes 21 
a Majority is So 
x oe AYES. 

Baia nacn: a: Jackson, D. S. 

7D Baratord: FB. Ww Jowett, E. 

Bayley, J. G Kerby, 4. T. J, 

cy ee Lamond, Hector 

Best, Sir Robert Taster. J.) 


- Blundell, Re iP. 
Bowden, EB. K. 


Livingston, J. 
Mackay, G. H. 


th e Bruce, SN Marks, W. M. 
- Cameron, De i. Marr, C. W. C. 
- Chanter, ib ie M. -) Maxwell, G. A. 


Chapman, Austin 
- Cook, Sir Joseph 
_ Cook, Baber) 
Corser, E.sB, 
Fleming, W. Mm 
oe bk Foster, Richard 


MeWilliams, W. J. 
Page, Dr. Earle 
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i ‘y | Question : $0 resolved in the affirmative. 


Mr. W. Elliot Johnson was taken out of 
Sis place by Mr. Lamond and Mr. Corser, 
ty and conducted to the chair. 

akan chen! Mr. SPEAKER ELECT, stand- 
a ing on the upper step, said:—I have to 
| ~ thank ‘honorable members for electing 
me for the third time to the hon- 


ane Position of Presiding Officer 
of the. House. I take it that my 
ai hk re-election — is an acknowledgment on 


the part of those with whom I have 
been associated previously of the manner 
a in which Thave penance se ae the 
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Speaker. 


duties pertaining to this high office. I 
listened to the debate upon the motion 
submitted by the honorable member for 
Illawarra (Mr. Hector Lamond), and 


seconded by the honorable member for 


Wide Bay (Mr. Corser), and I heard a 
good many things which were a_ sur- 
prise to me. Many inaccuracies, I 
venture to say, were unconsciously 
uttered by honorable members. I very 
much regret that the question of the 
treatment of servants of the House 
has been imported inte the dabate, be- 
cause it might possibly hamper the Pre- 
siding Officer in conmexion with any 
action which he might contemplate tak- 
ing in certain directions. Since it would 
be difficult to avoid the suspicion of 
action being due to political pressure, I 
may say at once that political pressure as 
far as 1 am concerned would not induce 
me to take any course which I did not 
approve myself. I know nothing of any 
officers of the House having been sweated, 
and, as a matter of fact, few public ser- 
vants have, on the whole, as easy a time as 
the attendants of the Parliament... No 
mention of this matter has been 
made to me on any previous occasion; 
the occasions on which advances have 
been made to the salaries of officers 
have been during my occupancy of the 
Speakership. At no time during the 
régime of any other Speaker was this 
question raised: 

Mr. Rirey.—The cost of living has in- 
creased. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—I admit that the 
cost. of living has risen during the war 
period. Because of that, both last year 
and this year, as honorable members are 
aware, in order to mitigate any hard- 
ships that might have arisen consequent 
upon the increase in the cost of living, 
extra payment was made to the attendants 
of the House, not by way of increase 
of salary, but in the form of bonuses, 
which, in practice, amounted to the same 
thing. 

Mr. MatHEews.—Sixpence per day. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—The amounts were 
£10 for one year, and £15 for this year. 
Whatever the amount of the increase, 


this House concurred in what. had been. 


done when I reported the matter. : 
Mr. Wartxins.—The House Committee 

were promised at the end of last Parlia- 

ney that the question of increases would 
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he looked’ into ae the President and your- 
self. | 

PSN Bl SPEAKER. io know nothing 


But I say: that I 
have never heard before any allegation — 
Certainly no individual case 
io! sweating has ever been brought under . 
So far as I have been able to 
judge, the attendants of the House have 


had little to complain of in regard to the 


duties which they have been asked to. 


periorm. 


Mr. BiaKetey. —At £2 7s. 6d. per 
week. ai 

Mr.. SPEAKER. — Speveine from 
memory, and subject to. verification, 


in receipt of a wage of less than £3 per 
week. 

Dr. Ma.oney. rhae is not so. 

Mr. Maruews.—I could tell you of 
one, but he might get the sack. 

Mr. Tupor.—There is one, but I am 
afraid that he would get the sack if I 
mentioned his name. ; 

Mr, 
know me well enough to accept my as- 
surance that no attendant of the House 
would be dismissed on that ground. I 
deprecate the use of political influence in | 
regard to these matters. The attendants 
of the House are allowed as many holi- 
days as I can possibly give them during 
the year. Except during the time when 
Parliament is sitting, they are not asked ' 
to be in attendance for long hours, and 
in order to make up for any incon- 


venience they may have suffered in conse- 


quence of honorable members themselves 
sitting and working beyond the hours 
allotted to the performance of duties in 
ordinary avocations, they have been 
allowed, as far as I was able to do it, 
I think they have 
very little to complain of in that regard. 
I will say no more on that subject at the 
present time beyond the intimation that 


the whole matter will shortly be con-— 


sidered, quite irrespective of whdt has. 
just transpired. I repeat my apprecia- 
tion of the honour which honorable 
members have done me in_re-electing 
me to the position of Speaker, and I 
assure them that I shall endeavour to 
conduct the business of the House with 
the same care and attention-as I> devoted _ 
to it in the past. | ; 


peerones has been mene to the Mace. | 
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¢ am at a loss to underst nd v 
_ pearance of the Mace on | the ta 
have much the same effec Aa 
honorable members wey 
is supposed to have on a bt 
remind honorable members 
Mace which les on the ea: 
symbol of the authority of | 
is the symbol of the suprem ne v0 
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3 such ‘occasions the practice is for dnele 





cations to be made to Mr. President and 
Mr. Speaker for permission to make use 
_ of the steps, and all the arrangements in 
connexion with the disposition of the 
space are left in the hands of the military 
authorities, always subject to the proviso 
that there is not to be the slightest in- 


yy “terference with the free ingress and egress 


) d 
wi 


of honorable members. I. regret to sav 
there have been one or two cases in which 
‘that proviso has been, disregarded, and 
honorable members have made complaints 
to me of interference, but in every such 
case I have taken prompt action to pro- 
test to the military authorities against 
that interference, and ask for assurances 
_ that, it would not be repeated in future, 
} which assurances I have duly received. 
Again, I thank honorable members for 


the honour they have conferred on me. IJ 


~*~ cognise as 


0 es and your life, like ours, 


shall endeavour to carry out the duties of 
_ the office with perfec: impartiality, and, 
F hope, in accordance with what we re- 
the best traditions of jthe 
Mother of Parliaments. 

The Mace was laid upon the table. 


_ Mr. “HUGHES (Bendigo—Prime Min- 
Nistor) [12.85|—Mr. Speaker, I desire to 
_ offer you my hearty congratulations on 
your election to your present high and 
honorable position. It is the third Parlia- 
-ment in which you have occupied the 
~ highest office that the House*has at its 
disposal, During the intervening periods 
you have witnessed many stirring episodes, 
has been a 


y f ; vy chequered one, but I ink we can all say 


hy 


ne 
i 
iy 


is you, what every man who occupies 
your position would wish his follow-mem- 
_ bers to say, that you have meted out even- 
handed justice to us all. Of course, jus- 
tice does not always appeal to those who 


- receive it as it does to those who stand 


_afar-off and watch the flagellator at his 


uF “s work ; but as one who has been on both 
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is, perhaps, 


_ sides ‘of the House under your. presi- 
_doncy, I may say that you have always 


ait _ demeaned yourself with that dignity and 


regard for fair play which is the very 
‘essence of parliamentary government. It 
impossible to hope that 
this Parliament shall pass away without 
‘some one of those smiling gentlemen 
before you forgetting that very excellent 
advice. you have just now and from time 


to time given them; but.I venture to 
say that all of us, 
a be - opinions: my be—and this is a House 


Me matter what our 
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Witte, there are many Ba iniong ceeatias 
that you take the position fully seized of 
its dignity and importance, and with s 
high resolution to—do your duty, and 
allow every honorable member the fullest 
possible 1 berty of speech in accordance 
with the Standing Orders. Agar’n 1 con- 
sratulate you on your elevation to tire 
office, and the House on having once more 
secured your services. 

Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [12.38] ely also 
desire to congratulate you, Mr. Speaker, 
on bang re-elected. J think that, with 
the exception of Mr. Speaker Holder, you 
are the only Speaker who has had the 
honour of pres:ding over a third Parlia- 
ment. I admit that’ we are apt to regard 
Mr. Speaker’s dacisions according to the 
side of the House on which we sit, but I 
ean remember the present Prime Minieter 
(Mr. Hughes) saying worse th ngs about 
a Speaker than any other honorabla mem- 
ber whe has sat in Opposition has ever 
said. I remember when the then Speaker 
saw Mr. Agar Wynne instead of the Prime 
Minister, tha wrath cf the latter knew no 
bounds, and honorable members who were 


In the chamber at the time were doubtful 


as to whether the Maca was to be used as 
a symbol or as a waddy for the purpose 
of drawing the attention of people cut- 
of the 
Chair. I realize that the Speaker has a 
most responsible position to fill, but I hope 
that he will view the Standing Orders 
leniently as they are applied to honor- 
able members, particularly those in Oppo- 
sition. I shall have a further oppor- 
tunity to speak with regard to the Stand- 
ing Orders in connexion with an election 
to fill another position which is to follow. 
I shall, therefore, content myself with 
again expressing my congratulations to 
you, sir, upon your re- election. 


Mr. McWILLIAMS (Franklin) 
[12.40].—On behalf of the Country 
party, I desire also to congratulate you, 
Mr. Speaker. Our parliamentary asso- 
ciation has keen_a very long one, and I 
have always found you scrupulously fair. 
Personally, it has not been so much jus- 
tice which I have had at times to 
seek at your. hands, as mercy. 
I trust that the relations existing he- 
tween yourself, myself, and, other hon- 
orable members will continue throughout 
the life of this new Parliament, and that 
when its activities shall have ceased, 
there will still be the same happy rela- 


tionships as exist at the present time. 


42 Eleciton of 
Mr. ANSTEY: (Bourke) [12.42].— 
Since it is the practice for leaders of all 
the various parties within this Chamber 
to express their congratulations upon an 
occasion such as this, I think it only 
proper that I also should follow the cus- 
tom—not that I see any sense in it, but 
because it is obviously one’s duty to fol- 
low tradition. I, therefore, desire to con- 
gratulate you, sir, and to thank you for 
the fair play and the constant mercy 
which you have shown to me, the which, 
J humbly appeal, shall continue to be ex- 
tended to me in the future. I am very 
pleased that you were elected, although it 
was not my privilege to have voted for 
you. You will perceive, sir, and appre- 
ciate, that I am the same slave of party 
as ever—having neither will nor brain 
which I. may call my own. It appears, 
however, that a certain honorable mem- 
ber had proposed, in opposition to your- 
self, the election as Speaker of somebody 
of the name of William Michael Patrick 
Mahony. Some such person as that was 
sought to be elevated to the high office of 
Speaker of this honorable House! I felt 
at once that thera was a sinister influence 


behind an amendment haying for its ob- 


ject the elevation of anybody bearing 
such a name. I repeat that I was im- 
pressed at once that my country was in 
dire danger. I saw the Black Hand of 
Sinn Fein, of the Fenian Brotherhood, 
of the Irish Invincibles, and of the 
Soviets of Russia. Nevertheless, I was 
shackled; I was prevented from voting 


for the man in whose hands were 
to be placed the safekeeping and 
security of those sacred principles 


_ of Protestantism which rest now, sir, 
in yourself. I knew what the elec- 
tion of anybody meant who went by 
the name of Mahony. I saw there the 
baneful hand of the O’Ryan, and of 
the Mannix. The hand of Rome was 
mixed up in it; and, slave though I am, 
I realized that those sacred principles of 
Protestantism, which secure a man pro- 
tection from poverty, from unemploy- 
ment, from destitution, and bad debts, 
rested upon yourself. Therefore, I can- 
not now permit the opportunity to pass 


without congratulating you upon your’ 


election to the Speakership of this honor- 
able House. I feel that you will capably 
perform the duties attaching thereto. 
But there are other matters. It 
seems that these rebels upon this side have 
actually dared to raise the question of 
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Speaker. . 





at ‘ : SAR eG a 
military intervention and aggression 


it would appear that these rebels also 


stand upon ceremony and privilege; 


but J assert that neither ceremony 
nor privilege shall prevail when 
the necessities of our country other- 


Wise demand. 


Is this saered Chamber 


to be the dug-out. of rebellion? No, 
sir! There is only one right, and ~ 
that is the right of might, sir. This is_ 


the doctrine, *‘ You do what you can to- 


day, for I hope and expect to do the ae 
This Chamber shall 


same to-morrow.”’ 
never grant protection to the enemies of 
my country: and every man who disagrees 
with me upon that is certainly disloyal. 


Why should not the military enter here? 
some authority—any- — 


Why should not 
body—interfere with our correspondence, 


upon these precincts. By their protests — 


seize upon any man’s letters, so long as 
vou in your position of Speaker, sir, are 


there to maintain those principles which 
I have already stressed? Are you— 
holding your high office—to permit me 


or any man upon this side to have corre- 
spondence or to hold association at all 
with the enemies of my country, without © 


your taking adequate steps for the pro- 


tection and salvation of , this country? — 


Every instrument available to you should 


be utilized to defend your country and — 
my country and its institutions from 


those who dare to disagree with you. 


Disagreement, as a matter of fact, is the = 


scle test of patriotism and of loyalty to 
one’s country. Let us stand convinced, 
let us rest assured, that he who robs our 


hen-roost to-day may,. and even- shall, — 


have his hen-roost robbed to-morrow. — 
A question has been raised 


ment. 
fact, that there is 
has displayed itself even within the pre- 
e‘ncts of this sacred House. 


to exist. This discontent, I repeat, has 


spread itself even unto this establish- ae ; 


ment. For the actions 


which you 


have hitherto taken to counter it, IT, i 
of course, do not blame you, because I 


feel that. you would not permit—that, in- 


deed, you would not have it in your altru- ue 
istic heart—that anybody should receive __ 
less than he is getting! I call attention 


in con- 

nexion with the menials of this establish- — 
It is true, or I believe it tobe a = 
discontent abroad 

throughout the community, and that it © 


There isa 
discontent rampant throughout our land = 
which has been generally brought about 
by an odious class of agitators who, in a@ 
free community, ought not to be allowed 
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Election of 
to the fact that there are within these 
ty precincts - officials, many of them well 
secured in the things of this life. What 
matters it to them if the price of bread 
ig raised 3d. or 6d. a loaf? They have 
their £600 per annum, their £700, their 
£800. Their emoluments during the 
period of the war have been granted by 
_ the pound sterling, while those of these 
_ petty menials have been disbursed only in 
shillings. And why not? It is quite 
_ true that these comfortable officials might 
- conceivably see their way clear to recom- 
mend a decent standard of existence for 
- the menials engaged about this building; 
_ but why should they do so seeing that 
_- every augmentation of a menial’s wage 
might possibly mean less_bonus for those 
higher up? Every man must look to 
‘himself! If I am on the £600 mark, 
why should I go to the trouble and 
‘hazard of recommending that the men 
away down in the service of this Parlia- 
+ ment, who get £3 or £4 a week, should 
 yeceive another pound, seeing that tL 
_ might get that pound myself? | Some of 
these lowly persons have complained to 
certain rebels upon this side—it would 
' appear—that they have actually to wear 
(hd DRA SS buttons. | Why should they not 
- wear brass buttons in order to show their 
insignificance? This is a spirit of rebel- 
lion. But there is another thing also. 
_ Apart from the discontent itself, it 1s 
equally true, I understand, that they are 
not permitted to join any organization, 
although there is a Public Service organt- 
zation in existence to which one might 
have thought they had right of member- 
ship. It appears, however, that they 
have been given plainly to understand 
that there is no Public Service organiza- 
_ tion which can take them in. Of course, 
it is obnoxious to feel that they should be 
under the impression that they can re. 
“medy their causes of discontent by stating 
‘their complaints to these rebels 
upon this side of the chamber. As a 
_ matter of faci, the very consideration of 


























of attainments such as ourselves should 


_ to realize that the workers on the wharfs 
. ¢annot possess the advantage of daily con- 
tact with personages like us. It is an 
education; it is worth money; but these 
- menials do not regard it as any factor of 
value or satisfaction that they should be 
so closely and continuously thrown into 
association with ourselves. Some of them, 
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sideration to these men. 


_ their being in such close contact with men 


weigh considerably with them. They ought. 
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apparently, assess their own values upon 
the positions which they are permitted to, 
hold; and, with an absurd expectation of 
improving their conditions, they have 
actually held communication with certain 
of these obnoxious rebels here. -Of course, 
they would not dare to go to you, sir, so 
they speak to these people upon this side, 
and get them to bring forward their grie- 
vances and air the alleged defects of their 
occupations. Upon any and every oc- 
casion when political influence is brought 
to bear with an idea of improving their 
positions, it is but right and natural that 
we should point out to these servants how 
absolutely wrong and misguided they are. 

But our common safety demands that 
we should do, something in the direc- 
tion of their alleviation. We are at 
the mercy of ‘these men. If this 
spirit of discontent is allowed to con- 
tinue—and God knows what it is; I do 
not know whether it is Bolshevik or Sinn 
Fein, or the two in combination-—it be- 
hoves us to have regard for our personal 
safety. Who knows but that one of the 
varlets who waits upon us at table may 
poison our soup? In self-preservation, 
then, it seems that we should pay con- 
L hope that 
you will give them what they should 
get, not because their services are worth 
it, but for: the protection of honorable 
members. 

Now, is there any other subject on 
which I should speak? I feel that this 
is one of the few opportunities that we 
shall have for the expression of our views. 
It is seldom that I address myself to the 
Parliament; indeed, I. disturb you 
very little, Mr. Speaker, and when I do 
speak I contribute to the welfare and 
harmony of the assembly. But the flood 
of volubility to which I have listened this 
morning has infected me with the wish to 
speak, much as a man may be infected 
with typhoid by contact with a sufferer. 
There is the military question. I say, do 
not let it disturb us. As for free speech, 
as the Prime Minister said, do not let it 
disturb us. If free speech becomes an — 
annoyance, stop it. Do not let anything 
intervene against the interests of the 
country. We are about to enter upon a 
new session in a new Parliament. We 
are face to face with a great crisis in our 
history. We have just come through. a 
war during which it was the gentlemen 


on the other side of the chamber who 





played wy Bama. while: ire eenitor| and 


enemies of the country were, of course, 
Do not permit us to stay — 
here if the patriots are determined to ce 
hope bik honorable ea will g ; 


all on this side. ’ 


save the country and we are in the way. 
The’war is over, “and we have entered 
into the paradise ‘which has been created 


by the gentlemen who sit behind the Go-— 
We are about to deal with 
the situation which has been created. We 


vernment. 


have the problems of the country to con- 
sider. The Government propose to set 
everything right by an increase of 23 per 


cent. or so in the duty on salt and pepper. 
That is their way - 


and similar things. 
of facing the issue; that is how they are 
to get kudos. I do not intend to occupy 
much time in’ speaking here, because I 


can find other oceupation wh‘ch will be 


more pleasant to me personally and of 
more service to the country. This is my 


first speech in this Parliament, and it. 


may for some time to come be my only 
speech. I welcome you gentlemen oppo- 
site to the responsibilities which now con- 
front you. You will undoubtedly face 
them boldly, and, as far’ as men holding 


forty-seven different views can do so, will 


come to bold conclusions and to plans 
“as definite as is possible to men who 
possess no definite ideas regarding the 
situation. J again congratulate you, Mr. 
Speaker, on your election, and cry “* God 
save the country!” 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W._ Elliot 
gohnson)—Mr. Prime ‘Minister, the 
honorable member for Yarra, the honor- 
able member for Franklin, the honorable 


member for Bourke, and honorable mem- 
bers generally—I have again to thank 


‘you for your congratulations, and again 


to express my appreciation of the honour 


which you have conferred on me. I once 
more give you my assurance that I shall 


do my best to carry out impartially, in 


accordance with what I belteve to be the 
best traditions of the Mother of Parlia- 


ments, the duties of this high office, and. 
I ey that at the conclusion: of my term 


of Speakership it will be admitted, even 
though I may not have secured the united 
approval of honorable members, that. 
making allowance for the frailty~ of 


_ human nature and the misunderstanding 
that is so often created, even by the best-_ 
 Intentioned efforts. I have given the best 


ae was in me. When a private member, 


single 
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ciated, in friendly compani onship. 
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_ GOVERNOR- GENERAL'S SPEECH. 


‘Tur Usier or THE Biack Ron, being 
ah Rinahee! was admitted, and delivered 
the message that His Excellency the 
ioe eeeecencral desifed the attendance 
_ of honorable members in the Senate 
- chamber forthwith. 

Mr. Spraxer and honorable members 
attended accordingly, and having re- 
turned, 


Ta _ COMMISSION TO ADMINISTER 


iM OATH. 
a ue. MPGAKER if) have retéived 
from His’ Excellency the Governor- 


General a commission giving me autho- 
rity to administer-the oath to members 
of the House. I do not think it necessary 
to read it. 


“MINISTERIAL CHANGES. 


- Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo—Prime Min- 
ister and Attorney-General) [3. 20) —I de- 
_ sire to make an’ announcement in regard 
to the changes made in the Ministry in 
consequence of the resignation of Mr. 
- Glynn and Mr. Webster as Minister for 
| Home and Territories and Postmaster- 
i. _ General respectively. His Excellency has 
been pleased to appoint the Hon. A. 
~ Poynton to the office of Minister for 
- Home and Territories, and Mr. G. H 
Wise as Postmaster-General. His Excel- 
 lency: also approved of the appointment 
of Sir Granville Ryrie and Mr. Laird 
Smith as Honorary Ministers. 





- peara OF SIR EDMUND BARTON. 


Mr. HUGHES (Bendigo—Prime Min- 
“eter and Attorney-General) [3.22].—I 
_ move— 


‘That this House places on record its profound, 
"regret at the loss the Commonwealth has sus- 
tained in the death of the late Right Honorable 

Sir Edmund Barton, P.C., G.C.M.G., and its 
We ‘sincere appreciation of the eminent public Ser- 
ne vices rendered by him as a Minister of the 

be Crown for the State of New South Wales, as a 
member of the Federal Convention, as_ first 
a2 ha hie ag Minister of the Commonwe Ith, and as 

a Judge of the High Court of Australia. 

‘This House tenders its deepest sympathy te 
paay Barton and the members of her family in 
their bereavement. 





It is with feslings of profound sadness 
that I submit this mot‘on. Time has 
diminished members of this House 
uv who had the honour 
ey naa the late Sir 






and privilege 
Edmund Barton’s 


acquaintance and enjoyed the imestim- 
able benefit of his friendship. There — 
are, however, many here who knew 
aim well; and there is not one who 
knew him, either here or in any other 
sphere, but who entertained for) him dur- 
ing his* life the profoundest respect, and 
now regrets very deeply his death. For 
the last forty years the played a con- 
spicuous pars in the history of this 
country. In ‘the State of New South 
Wales, which was his native State, he 
achieved a posit‘on of great distinction. 

He deliberately put aside a career in his 
own profession which offered him great 
opporsunities and great emoluments. and 
entered public life; and both in the State 
of New South Wales and, subsequently, 
in the wider sphere of the Common- 
wealth, he devoted himself unselfishly to 
his country’s interests. He was one of 
the men who drafted the Constitution of 
the Commonwealth under which we now 
live. He was the leader, after Sir Henry 
Parkes, of that great movement: which re- 
sulted in Federation. In this Parliament 
he played the part of the Prime Minister 
ef the first Commonwealth Government, 
and he showed to all who met him here, 
and to all our fellow-citizens outside, the 
rare pattern of his mind. He was a man 
who took the broadest outlook; nothing 
that was petty or mean was entertained 
by him for a moment. He differed from 
many of us on matters of public interest; 

but I think I speak for all those who 
were in Parliament with him, both here 
and in the State of New South Wales, 
when. I say that it was impossible to en- 
tertain for one of such kind and generous 
nature any but feelings of the highest 
respect, afiection, and esteem. It is not 
necessary for me to speak of the part he 
played in the High Court of Australia. 


His great knowledge of constitutional law 


eaygontly fitted him to take a. part in 
that highest tribunal of the Common- 
wealth, “dnd to rank as the worthy peer 
of the eminent jurists who compose it. 
He has gone, and a great man—great in 
the best sense of the term—has passed 
away. He was a scholar, an orator, a 
statesman, and a Judge; but, above all, 
he was a “patriotic, honorable, great man. 
It is, perhaps, those qualities which make 
ap what we call a man, and which en- - 
dear those who possess them to their 
fellow-creatures, that. mark him out and 
endear him to us. Australia mourns one 
of her greatest sons. It is with very deep 


‘ — dviy as a man. 
_ travelling on the East-West Railway, and 






| oe ian My hase to sibrate thig motion, | 


and ask that it be placed on record, teat 
a copy sent to Lady Barton. 
Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [3.30] —It is with 
sincere regret that I second the motion. 
~ Like the Prine Minister, I am one of the 
few members left of those who were pri- 
vileged to sit in the first Federal Parlia- 
ment. The late Sir Edmund Barton was, 
I believe, the last representative of the 
first Federal Ministry with the exception 
of an honorable member of this House 
who was an Honorary Minister in the* 
Cabinet. I regret exceedingly that Sir 
Edmund Barton, who had rendered such~ 
great service to the Commonwealth, was 
called away so suddenly. 
honorable members on this side, 1 sym- 
pathize with Lady Barton and her family 
in the lost they have sustained. The 
work done by the deceased gentleman in 
connexion with Federation is well known. 
Those who knew him in this House re- 
cognise that he was eminently fair, and 
although we on this side differed from him 
_. politically, we have only the kindliest re- 
collections of him. I deeply regret that 
such a fine career is ended. | 
Mr. McWiLLIAMS (Franklin) [3.32]. 
—l rise to add a few words in support of 
the motion. All who were brought in 
contact with the deceased gentleman must 
have been struck with his ability and 
nobility of character; he was a true Aus- 
tralian and a true gentleman. No eulogy 
that we could pass upon him in. this 
House would be nearly so lasting as the 
monument he created in the form of the 
freest and best Constitution ever created 
for any country. The work he did in 
stamping indelibly on that Constitution 
his own personality and ability will live 
for many generations. The equal of that 
‘Constitution has never been. enjoy d 
_ any people, and most of all that is beSt_in 
‘it is owing to the personality, individu- — 
ality, and ‘ability of the gentleman ‘ea chalk 
decease we all mourn. Bae 
Dr. MALONEY (Melbourne) 3. 3410 
I join in the expressions of deep regret 
at the loss of a great Britisher—an. Aus- 
tralian of the Australians—who did _ his 
A few days ago, when 


~ while Ob train was at the station named — 


after the late Sir Edmund Barton, a pas: his seat, have complim, 


; _ senger ¢ asked me why the deceased gentle-— 


could state the reasons 
Edmund Barton had uae 
. with a law position that 


by 4 


qman was not. allowed to crown a ae. 



















































‘career t by ‘accep 1 
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~ My answer was that the 
(Mr. Hughes) was the | 


world, namely, the Chief usti 
a continent. ee 
in all things—great in friendsh 





im humanity, and great in t 1e. des 
good for Australia. Wh a. 
it would have been to his pub 


had had the honour of b 19 


picked from amongst 
have never had one ho 
perience? Is it that when 
elevated to high positions o 
they become fossilized, and cann 
prove? Is there any other prof 

-the world in which the hig 
are filled from amongst t 
make my protest that that grea 
passed over in favour of a mai 
a mere barrister, being not eve 
Was it because of political ae 
It may be said that the health 
ceased gentleman was not goo 
know that. the late Chief J 
Samuel Griffith, who draws t 
old-age pension paid to any ma 
tralia, and who, to his infamy 
ing £86 ,000 of Australian 3 
accepted a pension of £1,751 
could remain on the “Ben 


flesh and blood, and know 
I recent that the was not ¢ 
to ke made Chief Justice of 
.Court. Owing to his co tes 

abled to present-to the High 
motion indorsed by 5, 000 

public meetings in Melhou n 
ing against the insult off 6 
of that Court on ‘his firs takin 
when all the barristers preso 
one, crawled out of ¢ x 
avioded puppies. The J udge 
had insulted ‘was an_ hor 
Bench, and succeeded grea 
heve that even the legal fr: 
walked out of Court Ww 
Loving: the late ey E un La 
as a  inbaaat 
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ie Government when making an 
a ent to the Chief Justiceship of 
ths Tigh Court. To the dear woman 
who. shared his life, and to those who 
will bear his name in the years to come, 
the only solace I may. offer is that those 
‘whom we have loved best in this life 
and. lost will but. add to the numbers 
who will welcome us when our turn comes 
hbot pass through the shadows, Any one 
bearing the name of Barton must feel 
their hearts pulse with pride when they 
look upon. his record, and know how he 
was held in reverence and regard by ie 
fellow men. That knowledge will, 

i hope, help the dear lady and her Haas 

to bear > the great loss” they have, sus- 
tained. nig 

ptr, iat AUSTIN CHAPMAN ( Eden- 
Monaro HB. 40].—I ask no pardon for 




















ate honorable member for Melbourne 
(Dr. Maloney), because it seems tome 
that this is not the occasion for intro- 
ducing a discordant note of that kind. 
: et ms say, for the infcrmation of other 
honorable ‘members, that the late Sir 


wErst. Gi Barton was Ss laa Re es 


A a unselfish course, ind to: bans one 
. ‘subordinate positions on the 
In my opinion, he was the 
eatest man who ever sat in this 
4a have sat at the feet of, and 
Priced alongside, most of them,’ and, 


a ‘due Gian to the giants of to- 


on ‘le. ‘debeaeons Sota as the 


r aoe of them all. He was not afraid 


11 aschelts, bit Past he had many 
r ents, he had no enemies. When 
i aie ‘High Court Bench was’ ap- 
nted, he stood aside in deference to 
‘Samuel Grifith. What happened in 
, years we all know, His health 
ed, and pvrobab.y that fact influenced 
vale had to apvoint a Chicf Jus- 














mn iron Hone haven pes (ae 


na ‘regret ‘hie ee eis offered by. 


Sir Edmund Barton. 41 


the tae Judge indorse those remarks and 
tender their most sincere sympathy to 
those who have been bereaved. — 


Mr. HECTOR LAMOND (Ulawarra) 
[3.42|—L- indorse all that has been 
said regarding the services of the 
late Sir Edmund Barton. I think, how- 
ever, it would: not be right to allow the 
remarks of the honorable member for 
Melbourne (Dr. Maloney) to be placed 
on record without challenge, lest it should 
seem that the passing over of Sir 
Edmund Barton, in connexion with the 
Chief Justiceship recently, was a slight 
upon that distinguished jurist. I was 
exceedingly glad that, notwithstanding - 
the pre-eminent position he'd by the late 
Sir Edmund Barton, the Ministry did 
not offer him the Chief Justiceship. I 
hold strongly to the-sound constitutional 
tradition that once a Judge is appointed. 


to the Bench he should not be able to 


receive any favours from the Government 
of the day. I hope that tradition will 
never be departed from. I am glad that 
this valuable precedent has been created 
—that no matter how great the services 
of a Judge may have been, when the 
question of appointing a Chief Justice 
arises, Governments will not reward or 


| punish gentlemen on the Bench for deci- 


sions they may have given. The Hxecu- 
tive should not be able to offer any 
inducement to Judges to deviate in the 
slichtest degree from the duty they owe 
to litigants “who have claims against the 
Government. I am certa:n that, in fol- 
lowing that sound and rightecus course 
in connexion with the selection of the 
Federal Chief Justice, the Government, 
no more than this Parliament, wished to 
pass any slight upon Sir Edmund Barton, 
who stcod pr2-eminent amongst the great . 
judicial minds of this country. 

Question rezolved in the affirmative, 
honorable members standing. 

. Motion (by Mr. Hucues) agreed to— 

That Mr. Speaker be requested to tranzmit 


to Lady Barton the foregoing resolution, and a 
copy of the speeches delivered, thereon. 


| KALGOORLIE TO PORT AUGUSTA 
RAILWAY LANDS BILL. 


Motion (by Mr. Hucuxs) agreed to— 


That leave be given to bring in a Bill for an_ 


_ Act to amend the Kalzoorlie to Port Augusta 


Railway (Lands) Act 1918. 


Bill preserted by Mr. Hucues, and 
read a first time. au 


: DAYS OF SITTING. 
Motion (by Mr, Hueugs) agreed PAE 


That, unless otherwise ordered, this Howse ths 


shall meet for the despatch of business at three 

o’clock on each Wednesday afternoon, and at 
‘hall. -past two o’clock on each Thursday after- 
noon and at eleven o’clock on each Friday 
morning. . 


PERMANENT MILITARY FORCES. 


Mr. AUSTIN CHAPMAN.—F would 
like to ask the Minister representing the 
Minister for Defence, without notice, 
whether the Government have taken into 
consideration the desirability of making ~ 
some increase in the payment to members 


of the Permanent Military Forces of Aus- Japanese, I understand—is a: ti u fs 


tral'a? 

Sir GRANVILLE RYRIEW—I can 
only say, in reply to the honorable mem- 
ber, that the matter he has mentioned has. 


had the consideration of the Cabinet, and | If the honorable niember 


that at as early a date as possible a 
scheme will be submitted for the approval 
of the House for the purpose of putting 
the financial status of the members of the 
Permanent Forces upon a better footing. 
Uhe Minister for Defence and I, indeed, 
the whole of the Government, realize that 
something should be done in th’s direc-. 
ion, The Permanent Military Forces of 
Australia have rendéred very great ser- 
vice during the great’ war. In fact, it 
was largely due to those forces that we 
were able to send such an efficient army — 
overseas. : 


CENTRAL WOOL COMMITTEE. 
Mr. RILEY.—Has the Prime Minister 


come to any decision with regard to the 
Central Wool Committee ? Is that body 
still to run the country, and not the Go- 
vernment, which should do so? 


Mr. HUGHES. —I have not come to 


any dee’sion in regard to. the Central 
Wool Committee, but since the honorable “ 
member introduced-a deputation to me a 
few weeks ago, I have done very little but 
diseuss the everlasting wool-tops question, 

only to find that the further I go into it 
the more confused I become. I do not 
* know whether the Central Wool Com- 
mittee is running the country, as the hon- 

 orable member asserts. That momentous 
issue has not yet come before me, and it 
_ has not occurred to me that it is doing 
so. However, I hope to be able to make © 
ws an | announcement within a few days in Reef 


é ; f x 7 4 et 


any 
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Ateps to prevent this export. 


will adopt it. } mo 
















































_ deputation brought before m ‘ 
$0 ago. i 


COUNTRY POSTAL ERVIC 


Mr. JAMES PAGE.— te 
ete new | 


Postmaster-General ; 


is Acree ag 
Mr. WISE.—My pl 


closed at an ean cates 
1 


quantities of mun tion steel to the - 
I would like to ask him wh ther | 
any significance in the fact’ na 

‘Mr. HUGHES.—I am not aware of it. 
will supp 


‘with the name of the fir 


DEPARTMENT, 


Porr ADELAIDE Post OFFICE: ‘ 
SPECTORS ASSOCIATION AWARD 
try Marit Contractors.” . , 


Mr. MAKIN.—Is 
General prepared to lay upon re 
table all papers and eerepondee 
reference to the ee 
for Port Adelaide? "a 


and if there is no Shiono th 


ay 


suggested by the he ue 


Mr. HECTOR LAMO D. 
Postmaster-General place uf 
a cony of the award recently, eo 
the Line Inspectors Association? — 
Mr, WISE.--Yes, = 0) ee 
Mr. NICHOLLS.—Is the 
General aware that a prom’se 
to all country mail. contractors. 
would be compensated for los 
owing to the hich cost. of fodd 
the drought?» And is he a: ware 
“promise “has” % 
effect? Will he also see ‘i 
takings are honoured ? May \ ae 

Mr. WISE.—I will mak 
have no knowledge of oh , mat 


Mr, BLAKELEY. ee 
a firm of arch tects in ‘Syd 
fpoliue the fi deren of the oper 


ig 2 




























































eS. a te made ae the) 
money which ,will eventually 
, firm, namely, something like 
cluding supervision ? 
GHES.—I know nothing of 
myself, but if the honorable 
ces his: ape on. the notice- 


ENGINEERS’ STRIKE 
it V VILLIAMS. —Have the ve 


| Bier ne marine engineers’ 

Aer ; and, if so, when the 
Also, can the Prime Minis- 
“me when we May expect the 
, to be running between ane, 
id Tasmania? — , 
HES.-—I do not know; but 
rmation. has been forwarded to 


cai 


that the strike is over, and that 


7 eas of the High Court, at 


riz.:—Petition of J ohn Kean 
rtm of Edwin Thomas J ohn 


: i‘ ie 

EY. ee: a matter of privi- 
.to ask a question. I under- 
i you, Mr. Speaker, have re- 
es preenars § the a: of 


c unt of le peal Rae and 
locument which has just been 
ely a copy sent to the House of 
cs FoR, ibs information, ; 


ey 4 


= ‘That j isa oe tes en- 
e honorable e member himgelf. 
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PAPERS. 


The Dine papers were uae — 
Audie Act—Finance 1918-19—The Treasurer’s — 


Statement of Receipts and Expenditure during _ 


the year ended 30th June, 1919, accompanied by 
the Report of the Auditor- General. 


Ordered to be printed.. 


Arbitration (Public Service Act) — 
Awards and Orders made by the Common- 
wealth Court of Conciliation and Arbi- 
~ tration and other documents in the fol- 
lowing cases:— 


Australian Public Service Clerical As- ioe 


sociation— ; 
Dated 19th December, 1919) (two). 
Dated 24th December, 1919. 
Dated 19th December, 1919— . 
. d ‘Australian -Commonwealth Post 
and Telegraph Association and- 
the Commonwealth Post- 
masters’ Association. 

Australian Commonwealth ‘Post ~ 

‘ and Telegraph + Officers’ As- 
sociation (two). 

Australian Letter Carriers’? As- 
sociation (two). 

Australian Post#1- Linesmen’s 
Union, 

Commonwealth General Division 
Telephone Officers’ Associa- 
tion. 

Commonwealth Publis! Service 
Artisans’ Association. 

Federated Public Service As- 
sistants’ Association of Aus- 
tralia (four). 

General Division Officers? Union 
of the Trade and Customs De- 
partment of Australia (two). 

+ Postal Electricians Union, \ 

Postal Sorters Union of Aus- 
‘tralia. 

Audit Aet— 


Transfers of Amounts approved by the Go- 


vernor-General in Counci]l— 
Financial year 1918-19— 
Dated 12th November, 1919. 
Dated 14th January, 1920. 
Contracts Immigrants Act—Return for 1919. 
Customs Act— 

Proclamations Peshibiciet the _ Exporta-— 
tion (except under ‘certain conditions) 
of— 

Birds of Paradise and their Plumage. 
(dated 2lst January, 1920). 








part 


; 4, , 


a 
A 


British and Australian Silver Coin 


(dated. 20th December, 1919). 
Cinematograph Films (dated 20th 
December, 1919). 


Dried Fruits (dated 28th October, : : 


1919). ‘ 
¥ Goods to Germany, Austria- ‘Hungary, — 


‘Turkey and Bulgaria (dated 14th | 


January, 1920). MR 
Trade Spirits and Distilled Beverages 

containing essential oils, &c., to cer- 

tain parts of South pants ky Bein 
teen bane ie 1920) d:3)\ nes 








50 Papers. 
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Woollen Fabrics and Yarn (dated 6th > 


December, 1919). 


Proclamation Prohibiting the Importation 


(except under certain conditions) of 
Absolute Alcohol and_ certain other 
goods (dated Ist November, 1919). 
Regulations Amended—Statutory Rules 
1919, No. 248. 
Defence Act— 
Royal Military 
1918-19. 
Regulations Amended— 
Statutory Rules 1919, Nos. 
266-273, 282, 283. 
Statutory Rules 1920, Nos. 3, 4, 5, 14, 
26. 

Electoral Act—Regulation Amended—Statu- 
tory Rules 1919, “No. 262. 

Electoral Act and Referendum (Constitution 
Alteration) Act—Regulations Amended— 
Statutory Rules 1919, Nos. 229, 260, 276. 

Electoral (War-time) Act—Regulations 
Amended—Statutory Rules 1919, Nos. 259, 
285, 287... 

Immigration Act—Return for 1919. 


College—Report for 


252-255, 


Lands Acquisition Act—Land acquired 
under, at—— ; 
Alpha, Queensland—For Postal  pur- 

poses. 

Brighton, .. Victoria—For War Service 
Homes purposes. 

Hobart, Tasmania—For Repatriation 
purposes, 

Rupanyup, Victoria—For Postal pur- 
poses, 

Stanthorpe, Queensland—fFor > Defence 
purposes. 

Sunshine, Victoria—For War Service 


Homes purposes. 
Tamworth, New South Wales—For De- 
fence purposes. 
Naturalization Act— 

Return of Number of Persons to whom 
Naturalization Certificates were granted 
during 1919. 

Naval Defence Act—Regulations Amended— 

Statutory Rules 1919, Nos. 248, 284, 297, 
298. 


Norfolk Island—Report of the Administrator . 


for the year ended 30th June, 1919. 
Northern Territory— 

Ordinances of 1919— 

No. 11.—Deputy Administrator (No. 2). 
No. 12.—Justices’ Appeals (No. 2). 
Papers presented to the British Parliament— 

Afghanistan, 1919—Papers. regarding hos- 
tilities with. 

Dardanelles Commission—Final Report— 
Part II—Conduct of operations, &e., 
with Appendix of Documents and Maps. 

Income ‘Tax—Royal. Commission [Im- 
perial]— 

Minutes of Evidence with ee a 
Second. Instalment. 
Third Instalment. 
Fourth Instalment. 
Fifth Instalment. 

National Relief Fund—Report on the Ad- 
ministration up to 30th June, 1919. 

Out-of Work Donation—Scheme of—Final 
Report of the’Committee of Inquiry. 





Papua— AS es : RONEN 


Ordinances of 1919— 
No. 5—Appropriation (1919- -1920). 
No. 9.—Native Labour, 1918. 


Patents Act—Regulations esate 


Peace— 


‘ 


tory Rules 1919, No. 239. ee 

Austria—Treaty of Peace between the 4 
Allied and Associated Powers and Aus- 
tria; together wtih the Protocol and De- 
clarations Annexed thereto, signed at 
(Saint-Germain-en-Laye, 10th September, vi 
1919.7 of 

Austro-Hungary—Agreement between the 
Allied and Associated Powers with re- 
gard to Contributions to the Cost of — 
Liberation of the Territories of the For- 
mer Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, signed 
at Saint-Germain-en- lave 10th . ne Gare 
ber, 1919. . 

Czecho-Slovakia — Treaty etweee ! the 
Principal Allied Associated Powers and 
Czecho-Slovakia, signed at Saint-Ger- 
main-en-Laye, 10th September, 1919. 

ltalian Reparation Payments—Agreement 
between the Allied and Associated Powers _ 
with regard to, signed at Saint-Germain- 
en-Laye, 10th September, 1919. — 

Peace Proposals made by His Holiness the 
Pope to the Belligerent Powers on Ist . 
August, 1917, and Correspondence Fela’ 
tive thereto. 

Serb-Croat Slovene State—Treaty pee a 
the Principal Allied and Associated | 
Powers and Serb-Croat-Slovene State, 


signed at Saint Germa 10th mt 
September, 1919. b 
Post and Telegraph Act—Regulations 
Amended— 
i ae! Rules 1919, Nos. 247; 249, 257, 
279, 280, 281, 291, 292. 


She tines Rules 1920, Nos. 1, 6, 15, 24. 


Wool—Central Wool Committee- Shamil 


Bulletin, No. 2—+Wool Season 1918-19——" 
Analysis of Quantities of Wool Ap-— 
praised during Seasons 1917-18 and — 
1918-19. Spt ite 
Supplement. SE aaa Ff 


Public Service Act— 


List of Permanent Officers of the cloftaniein a 
wealth Public Service, as on 30th. B iirs' i,” 
19.09; untied 
Appointments, Promotions of— Lae 8 
G. L. Berrie, Postmaster-General’s ‘De 
partment. - 

A. M. Cameron, J. R. MeDonald, Post: 
master-General’s Department. y 

J. H, B. Cuthbertson, CO. P. McKimron,,) 
A. EB, Hayes, Department of the Trea- Q 
‘sury. 










C. 8. Daley, Department of Works and 
Railways. Ae 
kK. F. Hamilton, Department of the ‘Trea | : 
sury. : 
M. J. Holmes, Department of Trade and 
Customs. 
H. B, Jackson, Department of the ‘Trea- 


isury. we 
A. H. Moseley, Postmaster-General’s. De, 
partment. } 
J. Mundy, Prime Minister’s » Department. 






Leayaent 


‘M. M. Stewart, AliGraey Getieral's De- 
Pit partment. 

&. A. Whitlam, Prime Minister’s De- 
y "partment. 


Mis I Restintions A endeaee 
Statutory Rules 1919, Nos. 246, 256, 258, 
264, 275, 286. 
Statutory Rules 1920, Nos. 9, 10, 17, 20, 
uf aie, 23. 
Y esnwart Act—By- law No. 12. 
* Beat of Government— 
ae Ordinances of 1919— 
ee ENG, 6.— Rabbit Destruction. 


oN Gs 7—Leases. 
War Service Homes 
fe cunder_ at— 


Act—iLand acquired 


Belmore, New Séuth Wales._ 
Bulimba, Queensland. an 
pall ne Coburg West, Victoria. 
 - Coneord, New South Wales (2¥, 
dle Drummoyne, New South Wales. 
> Kelvin Grove, Queensland. 

Hid Malvern, Victoria. 

_ Moonah, Tasmania... 

- Neweastle, New South Wales. 





a Yeerongpilly, Queensland. 
oy ; aac Precautions 
tip _Amended—Statutory Rules 1919, "No. 250. 


Regulations Amended—Statutory Rules 


ene Nos. 251, 261, 


he GOVERNOR-GEN ERAL'S SPEECH : 
Bor _ ADDRESS-IN-REPLY. 


- Mr. SPEAKER. —I have to inform 
the House. that I have attended in. the 


i Senate Chamber, where His Excellency 


the Governor-General was pleased to de-. 


liver his opening Speech, of which, for 
greater accuracy, I have obtained a copy. 
Since honorable members have had a copy 
of that Speech placed in their hands, I 
“oa that they soe not desire me to 










“That. a Tee nities consisting of Mr. Kerby, 
Mr. Cameron,and the mover be appointed to 
‘s repare an Addr ess-in-Reply to the Speech de- 
livered by His Excellency the Governor-Gene- 
oY sto both Houses of the Re ereent, and that 





Eel dhe. Governor- Genéral’s ePean be 
peered tay s 1, 















eh A We, the Biro of Hokersbstakve. of the Par- 
i liament of the Commonwealth of Australia, in 
or Parliament a assembled, beg to ae our 


Act —. Regulations 


| War Precautions Act and Moratorium Act—. 
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; ee pene Minister’ s Depart- loyalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign, and to 


thank Your Excellency for the Speech which 
you have heen pleased to address to Parlia- 


“ment.” 


The Speech of His Excellency the 
Governor-General intimated that the 
state of war with Germany had been eon- 
cluded. by the final ratification of the 
Peace Treaty on the 10th January. We 
are all’ most heartily pleased that that 
state of war has come to an end. At the 
same time, however, we have to consider 
that the war feeling has not by any means 
subsided. In Europe, and in other parts 
of the world, there is still a very un- 
settled state of affairs; it is obvious that 
it requires only the faintest breeze to fan 
the flames of discontent into another war. 
We hear of the propaganda of the 
Russian Bolsheviki now being circulated 
throughout the world. We are aware of 
the encouragement given to that propa- 
ganda by the lackadaiscal manner in 
which the Peace Conference has been 
dealing with questions arising from the 
Peace Treaty, and we have noted the 
further encouragement provided by the 
delay on the part of the United States of 
America in respect to the ratification of 
the Treaty. So, although the state of war 
is officially at an end, we are still faced 
with unsettled conditions all over the 
world, and, consequently, we must be 
prepared for any eventualities. | 

With respect to the mandates given to 


us over certain of the Pacific Islands, 
and which mandates have not yet been 


ratified, we know that there are, quite 
close to Australia, immense territories 
which at present are being exception- 


ally badly administered. The sooner the 

Peace Treaty is ratified—with or with- 
out the indorsement of the United States 
—the better if will be for the interests 
of Australia. Meanwhile the develop-' 
ment of these islands is being delayed. 
Unfortunately, we have no authority to 
move in the direction of their develop- 
ment, and we find that trade which 
should be coming to Australia is being 
diverted. | Unless we can very quickly — 
grasp the situation, the trade of. those 
islands will have been permanently 
turned aside from the Commonwealth. 
The right way in which to develop the 
islands 1s by private enterprise. Wedo not — 
desire to witness there the establishment 
of any socialistic enterprise that would 
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for the carrying out of which the Govern-. 
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: amount, - officially, 


I would impress upon the Government — 
the desirability of giving every encourage- 
ment to private enterprise in ‘the de- 
velopment of these islands. There are, 
at the present time, in Austrajia, com- 
panies which are asking for aes 
to prospect and work them, and, as soon 
as the mandates have been “officially - 
settled, we should take every step to turn 
them into profitable assets of the Com- ‘ 
monwealth. It is strongly suspected. that 
oil deposits are to be found there. 
American engineers were brought out at. 
great expense, and are now supposed to 
be at work there under the joint control 
of the British and Australian Goyern- 
ments, but they are doing nothing to ek 
* velop the oil-fields. Australia will 
more dependent upon oil in the aie 
than she has been in the past, and it 
_ therefore behoves us to test and develop 
our oil resources to the utmost. ae 


The Commonwealth Government finds 
itself in a very. serious position finan- 
cially,‘and the money markets of* the 

_ world are very tight. Immense toans’are 

~ outstanding, and there are- great public 
works which should be undertakén, and 


ment must give financial assistance. 
There are great difficulties in the. way 
of doing this, but means must be found 
for garmounting them: The development ~ 
of Australia, and of the islands under i 
control, must not be kept back; and, 
things are properly taken in hand a 
sufficient courage is shown in administra- 
tion, we shall quickly be repaid the ex- 


penditure that we incur. , The construc- 


tion of railways is necessary to develop 
the central parts of this continent, where | 


toral country and vast mineral wealth 
| lying absolutely untouched. Until pro- 
per transport facilities are provided, this. 


part of our territory will not give us the 
return that we should get from it. 


General declare that it is proposed to in- 


are parties to the River Murray water 


ae Mr. Mnprigenen 2) at 


} orprk ine for the good of the Blaha: tion of 
which each man would be actually work- 
ing for what he could make for himself. © 


sources which we shall ‘th 


: oF. 
tion is an extremely clumsy Wan 


_and an’ income tax, and 4 


we should have’ at one té 


there are huge areas of undeveloped pas- 


complaints from soldiers 


‘I was pleased to hear the Governor- 
vite the representatives of the States who 
agreement to confer with the Govern. 8 


- ment of the Commonwealth “ with a view é 
ie to expediting that great national work. aN 






now inhabiting Austra i 
‘needed for the carrying o 
‘sary conservation schemes 
pletion and the utilization 4 


provide the 
mense wealth. | 


Our present method | 0 


Commonwealth imposes. both a. Jane 
+Y ad. ye 


+ 
ed 
oS - 
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income tax is imposed by. the law 
think, every one of the a y 
pleased, therefore, to heat 
Commission is to be. ap 
sider the whole inciden 
wealth taxation. What is nec 
satisfactory. arrangement betw en 
Commonwealth and State at 
to methods of assessment. 
and as to the distribution 
of the taxes. In place 
wealth and a State Depar r 
tion in each of the six 


es cai] 


g au 
This would relieve: the public 0 
deal of trouble and annoyance, 
undoubtedly largely diminish 
collecting the taxes. I am of th 
however, that in the past 
missions have been used | reely 
inconvenient - proposals, al 
has been done with thei : 
putting them away as reco 
therefore, that, not only v ‘il ] 
inquiry by a Royal’ Comm 
the incidence of Commony 
but that effect will be give 
possible to the ‘ecommer 
Commission. _ 


It is\a matter Me congra 
it is intended to bring in : 
Repatriation Bill. I have h 


compelled to. apply to th 
partments to get their 
into. This is ‘unsatisfact 
diers concerned, and to 1 
tion. I Raed co ee 


ane notice of he) } 


































































“i tye 

pension rates for d: | 
vextremely | low. Only 30s. a 
iven to men Who. have been to- 
bled, and it is impossible for a 
> live on such & pension. I hope 
he Government may find money 


or other to increase the pension 
ere Great discontent is 


pee for thio Haderal Capital 
‘y, the Commonwealth Govern- 
lave no land which it can place at 


ie the State authorities are e agreement 
ti ers of land settlement. In Vic- 
: there are at the present time 
mi igyeeck: for alee and some of 


eo Our paened men are 
est class of settlers that could he 
a the unnecessary and tiresome’ 
which | they are subjected tend 


of ‘them are losing energy ha 

suet cause ic he manner in which they have 
been treated. 

hig: | ont the interest of the Hevelougtent of 

ur coun eh districts greater iivie ee 


Wai ee of our pis have 
- of complaint, but those who. 


Bclitics. for RSI Te The 
postal and. other services will 
“4 a paying concern in actual 
® pounds, it shillings, and pence; but if a 
liberal, policy is pursued by the Post 

he net gain to the community at 
| be greater than any book loss 
7 be shown by the Department. 
v ry pleased that there are at least 
- thirteen returned .soldiers who 
hers of this Parliament. They 
en repatriated fairly well, and I 
i make themselves felt here as 
‘overseas. The new Postmaster- 
as had quite a number of ques- 
answer to-day, and I hope that 
for | 


od acilities | communication 


Weatitying: to lero that the Com- 
Bank is to extend its opera- 


7 jam sure that we are all apreed 
6 “wisdom of. Bn | ie Bank | 





Pia policy to provide greatly im-_ 
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ep beuas ‘aid elt more it Ce iretoe with | 
private banks the better it will be for thal 


community. a Se 
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A very important question is "that of 

The posi- | 
tion of affairs in every part of the world — 
is very uncertain at the present time and 
we must be prepared to defend the rights 
Conse- — 


the defence of the country. 


and privileges that we possess. 









quently, our Defence Department must be i 
ready to immediately mobilize a suff- — 
cient number of men to defend the coun- — 


try should it be attacked. The low pay 


‘that is tn ba to our Army instructors has 


already been referred to this afternoon. 


The whole of our permanent staff is in- i 
At the beginning of © 
the war, Australian rates of pay were — 


adequately paid. 


greater than those of the British Army, 
but at the present time a staff lieutenant 


in the Imperial Army receives as much for — 


his work as a staff major in the Australian 


Army. If we want the best men for our : 


Defence Forces—and we must have the 


best obtainable—we must adequately pay 
them. We can have nothing but praise — 


for the work of our Instructional Staff, 
both before and during the war, and ii 
was very pleased to hear the Assistant 
Minister for Defence (Sir Granville 
- Ryrie) state, in answer to a question this 
afternoon, that the question of an imerease 
of pay to, at all events, the lower arms 
of the Permanent Forces was being ¢con- 


ae 


sidered, and that there was a very big — 


possibility of an increase being granted — 


in the near future. 


There is one other matter relating to — 
Defence on which I should like to touch, — 
and it certainly requires some considera- 
I am not in favour of our present — 


tion. 





system of promotion by seniority. We | 
have, unfortunately, a number of dead- — 


beats in our Permanent Forces, and by 


getting rid of them, we should be able, no — 


doubt, to increase the pay of those who — 
are deserving of it without adding to the Be 


capital expenditure of 
wealth. A branch of the Defence Force 


the Common- 





which possibly is going to come most to . 


the fore in the near future is that of 
aviation. 
vernment to expend the huge sums of 
money necessary to maintain’ a fighting 
aerial force, but we have in Australia 


It is hopeless to expect the Go- | 


many private commercial corep a, that iY 
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by the Government giving these com- | 


panies assistance and advice, recommend- 
ing them the right type of machines to 
use, and practically insisting that they 
shall be easily convertible into war ma- 
chines—as commercial machines can be 
at the present time—we shall be able to 
form in Australia the nucleus of a very 
large aviation force. We need go no 


further than the work performed by our . 


own aviators during the recent war if we 
want testimony as to what they will do 
on any future occasion. : 

Whilst dealing with aviation, I wish 
to add my praise to that already given to 
Captain Sir Ross Smith and his crew. 
Those men have performed a deed which 
will go down in history as a record,. not 
only for themselves, but of the enterprise 
of Australians. I should hke to see some 
greater recognition than has yet been 
given to the ‘mechaniés who accompanied 
Sir Ross Smith. The two officers of the 
party have been knighted, and rightly so, 
but so far the mechanics on whom de- 
volved most of the hard work, and most 
of the mechanical work relating to the 
engines, have received only bars to their 
Air Force medals. I should like to see 
honorary commissions given to both 
men, 

Mr. Nicroutis.—Why not a title? 


Mr. KERBY.—They would probably 
not know what to do with a title. 

I am pleased to learn that the Govern- 
ment intend to drop all Government con- 
trol over trade and commerce. During 
the war it was undoubtedly necessary that 
we should have various Pools established 
and maintained under Government ‘super- 
vision, but the time has come when the 
Government is going to shed that respon- 
sibility. It is now the duty of the pri- 
mary producer to take control of his own 
industry, and to work it for the benefit 
of not only himself, but Australia as a 
whole. iam convinced that our primary 
producers will do that. By increasing 
the co-operative efforts which they have 
already adopted, they are going to do 
away with much of the commission 
charges which were originally responsible 
for the rise in the price of goods, and I 
am hopeful that once they get properly 
going in this direction, they will increase 
their production to such an extent as to 
very quickly bring down the high cost 
of living. 





Tariff revision has been talked bf Fe 7 Ne 


a long while. I hope that the Tart 


now about to be introduced by the Go- cee 


vernment will raise a wall sufficiently 
high to keep out all competition. We 

want to encourage not only our primary 
but our secondary producers, but im 


helping the secondary producers of Aus- — 


tralia, we do not wish to encourage them 


to work six hours a day, and to secure _— 
greater returns from their toil than does. ad 


the primary producer for his sixteen or 
twenty hours’ work a day. I hope; aha. tee 
that the Tariff will be strongly pro-Em- 
pine, and that the bonds which have 
united us with the Mother Country dur- 
ing the last five years are going to be in- 
creased by interchange of trade, and by ~ 


our working within the Empire for Hae ite 


good of the Kmpire. Our minerals, of. : 
which we are going to have large quan-— 


tities for export, should go first to the © ie 


Mother Country. If that be our policy, 
there will not be the necessity that ex- 
isted evidently this afternoon for putting 
a question to Ministers as to munition 
steel being exported to foreign countries. 


Our industrial situation at the present 
time is fairly’ acute. We have, unfor- — 
tunately, gone from one dispute to an- 


other, with the result that we find that ok 


practically the. whole of our industries 
are in an almost chaotic state. There 
can be no doubt that the existing Con- 
ciliation and Arbitration Act has failed. 
It has not accomplished what was hoped 
of it, and, consequently, it is time that 
an amended law dealing with the preven- 
tion of disputes, so far as the Common- 
wealth Constitution will permit us to 
legislate in that direction, should be ‘ 
brought into force. His 
Mr. NICHOLS. —A War. Precautions | 
Act ? . 


should be brought into force. 


Mr. 
cautions Act dead ? Meo ee Pe 
Mr. KERBY.—Not where there is a 


state of petty war. 
tend immediately to bring in legislation 


for the prevention of industrial disputes, 
and I hope it will be successful in pre- 4 
large number of disputes. ite 

which threaten at the present time, 
and such as we have had unfortunately _ 


Ue) if ee 


venting a 


during the last twelve months. 





Mr, KERBY.—Yes, any measure thee” ne 
will put a stop to industrial disputes 


NicHotits.—Is not the War Pre- att 


The Government inc 





































































' the basic wage 


on. We are all in perfect 
that every man should have at 





By me! 


* ( 
gt A es Sem NE eae tT 
AKIN.—Except men in_ this 


oes the House as a whole. We 
| agreement that every man 
ave a living wage, and, no 
if those to whom the honorable 
refers go direct to the right 
s, they will secure a living 


eel 


and we have to endeavour to 
he arrears. The Common- 
e of steamers has undoubtedly 
ch to keep down fares to and 
ralia. It has also kept down 
arges, and has consequently 
eans of bringing into the 
much greater amount of wealth 
otherwise have been secured. 
rcumstances, we are, going to 
rd with the shipping pro- 
id to increase it at every op- 


ve also to consider at the pre- 
ae the population of the Common- 
Here we have an area greater 
of the United States of 
et we have only 5,000,000 
ees it. We have to in- 
population.» | 
_ shouldering our financial 
-and we need assistance 
with the great Defence prob- 
are arising. The best way in 
‘ean immediately increase our 
is by encouraging a suitable 
igrants to come to Australia. 


hundreds of thousands. of 
- to come to: Australia, but, 


ily, we have in London six 
t States with six different immi- 





oes not call 


We want assis- 


. the United Kingdom, at the 
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ment would set to work to co-ordinate — 
the efforts of the States, giving us unity 
of purpose, and advertising, not one part iy 
of Australia, but the whole of it, we 
Should secure a suitable type of immi- 
grant—a type of which we are urgently 
in need—and induce such people to come __ 
here in their thousands. That would un- 
doubtedly assist us in shouldering the 
burden that we must carry for years to 
come. f : er 
The establishment of \a Bureau Oboe , 
Science and Industry was an absolute _ 
necessity. The Bureau is already doing 
good work. It is undoubtedly increasing 
production, and has fully justified itself. 
There is another matter mentioned 
in the Speech of His Excellency, and 
it has also been brought up in. this 
House this afternoon; I refer to the 
Federal Capital. We are all in favour 
of getting the Federal Parliament away" 
from the capital cities of the Common- 
wealth as son as ever the financial situa- 
tion will permit of our doing so, 
Mr. Grecory.—What about Ballarat? 
Mr. KERBY.—I intend, when this 
matter is ‘brought up again, as I under- 
stand it will be, to bring under the notice 
of the House the special facilities that 
Ballarat offers. At present I cannot see 
where we are going to get the financial 
backing that is necessary to move the _ 
capital to the Canberra site. No doubt, 
the removal of the capital to Canberra 
is a very good scheme in the sky; and 
if aviation develops to the extent we hope, 
we may probably be put in a position to 
go there. Until that time, however, I 
think I am voicing the opinion of, at IL? 
rate, quite a number of members of the ‘ 
House when I say we cannot improve on ‘ 
Melbourne as the place where we should _ 
carry on the Federal affairs of the Com- 
monwealth. a 


I am pleased to read in the Speech of 
His Excellency that His Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales will make a visit here 
within the next three months. This will _ ia 
serve as an cpportunity to Australians to 
express their loyalty to the personal re- ar 
presentative of the Crown. I trust that. 
the visit will be the means of bringing all — 
sections of the community together to 
show their loyalty to Throne and Empire. 
I know that the welcome the Prince will 







receive will exceed his highest expecta- 
tions. It is only becoming to us, and an’ 
acknowledgment of what we owe to the — 
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Mother Country for the woe she has done 
for us during the last five years, that we 
should pay all the respect possible to the 
representative of the King when he pays 
us this visit. 


Mr. CAMERON (Brisbane) [4.50].—I 
greatly appreciate the complinfent ex- 
tended to me when I was assigned the 
duty of seconding the motion for the 
Address-in-Reply. I feel that it is more 
a compliment to the constituency I repre- 
sent than to myself. I discharge the duty 
that now falls to me with the greater 
confidence ‘because I know that. every 


honorable member always listens with the > 


greatest patience and. kindness to the 
maiden effort of ‘a new member, and that 
you, Mr. Speaker, view with lenient eye 
any lapse which a new member may make 
in relation to parliamentary procedure. 


. I desire at the outset to say that I es- 

em it a great privilege to have been 
selected to come here as a representative 
of such an important constituency as that 
of the capital of Queensland. I wish to 
assure honorable members that I shall at 
all times endeavour to maintain the tradi- 
tions of Parliament and of the executive 
Government. J have very much pleasure 
in seconding the motion proposed by my 
honorable friend, the honorable member 
for Ballarat (Mr. Kerby). I also desire 
to congratulate that honorable gentleman 
on the very fine speech in which he in- 
troduced himself to. the Chamber. It is 
an effort which I should very much like 
to emulate if I had the capacity. I de- 
sire also to compliment the Government 
on the result of the recent election. I 
came forward as a supporter of the Go- 
vernment, because I felt that their policy 
stood for the true interests of the coun- 
try. 


It is not my intention to deal in detail 
with the Governor-General’s Speech. I 
have no desire to detain ‘the House, and, 
furthermore, I know that we shall have 
further opportunity to express .our 
opinions when the measures referred to in 
the Speech are brought before us for con- 
sideration. There are, however, one or 
two matters to which I should particu- 
Jarly like to refer. 


I agree with the honorable member for 
Ballarat (Mr. Kerby) in what he said in 
reference to repatriation. I am sure that 
all honorable members are pleased to know 
that the Government intend to amend the 


ordination of departmental activities. 


_greatly discouraged. 


it, and, in my opinion, it would be much 







Repatriation Act so as to bring about 


know that there have been delays, tha 
men have unfortunately been kept wait: 
ing for many months, and have been | mt 
This, no doubt, us) 
due to difficulties which, to a great extent, 
will be overcome by co- “ordination, ° | “Per. ah 


_sonally, I feel that the Government have © 


not ire ated the returned soldiers un- eo | 
generously; but the best efforts of the Gon 
vernment should be devoted to help those — 
men to positions wherethey can depend | on 
their own efforts. That, I am sure, is nt a i 
desire of the great majority of the mén, > 


- Another matter to which I should yikor . 
to refer is that of immigration. I am + 
glad the Government intend to encourage ~ ey 
the bringing of the right kind of people — 
to this country, the prospects of which 
are unlimited. In common with all other — 
countries, we are labouring under a great 
debt in consequence of the war. But 
Australia, also, in common with every 
other country, has suffered another great 
shortage. This shortage is not only one a 
of money, but consists of that great factor 
which produces money—manhood. ‘Dor 
ing the last five years, a great many of 
cur young men have been lost to the coun- 
try, and far-too many of them are: Borie. 
ever lost. Their dust lies on Gallipoli, , Me 
in Flanders, France, Palestine, and wher- Hiatt 
ever the glory of the British aie | is. vgs 
greatest. es 
T trust the Government will orgie aha 
production, and Iam pleased to see that 
they intend to amend the law in regard toys 
water conservation. In this connexion  ~ 
I think some encouragement ought to be» 
given to the people of Queensland im the\ 
way, of irrigation and conservation. 
feel sure that had there been legislation 
he the kind in force now, millions o 
pounds would have been saved, even dural 
the last twelve months, in the State from 
which I come. 


I am also pleased to see that the Govern- 
ment intend to amend the maternity 
bonus, and this can be done with great 
benefit. There are many now who seek 
the bonus although they do not require 



















better if that money could be given to — 
those who really require it in the mi 
of an increased amount. We are 


ae GLaoe ae ie. Wie at 


> patient way in which they have 
d to me. am willing to concede 
ry one in this House the very finest 
nts, and I only ask that they will 
eredit for a desire to carry out 
the duties which my constitu- 
‘sent me here to perform. 


of my pee and myself, i Hecies 
most ee for your enpathy 
7 . ANNIE Borns. 
27th October, 1919. 


Prime Minister’s ae i 
Ppptatie, ee November, 1919. 


ba iibsip 
eep peatitnae that I have Piocivea 
Mf the 18th esate last, ere, 


. me a bound copy of ne ae of pe 


th. I thank honorable members ° 


ie motion ee Cee ad-. 






































passed. by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives on the occasion of the death of General Ly 
Botha, and of the speeches which were delivered — 
in both Houses. These resolutions and speeches — 
go to show the high esteem in which the late 
General Botha was held, and I ask you to con- 
vey to the members of the Senate and the House © 
of Representatives my grateful thanks for their 
expressions of sympathy on the death of my aN 
friend and colleague. ae 

The copies of the documents for Mrs. Botha. if 
have been handed to her. 


Believe me, WEBNS A Md 
Yours ‘faithfully, 2A RS ae a 
_J. C. Smuts, Se 

Prime Minister. clk 


The Honorable the President of the ey 

Senate, and BY } 

The Honorable the Speaker of the z 

House of Representatives, Ste 
Parliament House, le 
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‘ESTIMATES, 1919- 20. 


Message transmitting Estimates of Re- ae 
venue and Expenditure for the year end- 
ing 30th June, 1920, and reves 
appropriation accordingly, reported. 

Ordered to be printed and referred to, 
Committee of Supply, when appointed. — 


House adjourned at 4.58 p.m. 
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2 * Sworn 27th February, 1920. 
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